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In 1970s, most of news of the mass media constructed a Minamata Disease Affair as a
struggle of “"Minamata” by patients and their families and supporters in media environment.
Above all, the TV news drew a Minamata Disease Affair as an event to symbolize this
time. However, in the Minamata Disease Affair news to construct the struggle of "Minamata”
characterizing the times of “the protest” in media environment, as for the media discourse
to talk about the historical transformation of the social movement enough, it is not
formed.

In addition, by the news, “salvation” and “the indemnity” of the patient were placed
for equivalent relations, and “the acknowledgement” of the patient came to be said with
”indemnity” more that it was equivalent.

The TV documentary draws the Minamata Disease Affair as the struggle of "Minamata” in
media environment, too. However, the images of the same patient repeated by some
documentary programs is one of the records of "Minamata” that TV formed by an inherent
method. And it may be said that experiences to watch such programs form memories of
“"Minamata” for many people. The archive of such a TV documentary enables the images of
TV to represent life and time of patients forced to live in Minamata disease
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