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Ryukyu-Satsuma relationship during the Tokugawa period can be roughly described as
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“Ryukyu probably gained much more than it appeared to on the surface. Because Satsuma
ruled indirectly through the indigenous government, the Ryukyu government system was
stabilized and even strengthened, because it was in the interest of Satsuma. On the eve of the
war of 1609, Ryukyu Sho dynasty was in decline, yet it continued until 1879, thanks largely to
Satsuma’s support of the status quo. It even enjoyed a modest prosperity. Two outstanding

statesmen, Sho Jo-ken and Sai On, clearly attested to this fact” (Part A. #&I¥)
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