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Aspects of Good in Plato’s Gorgias

Yurie SHIRANE

The purpose of this paper is to show that in Plato’s Gorgias, Socrates tries
to prove his own thesis “doing injustice is evil and shame”, by refuting differ-
ent moral values of three characters, Gorgias, Polus and Callicles. As for what
is good and bad, Callicles’ criterion is based on pleasure and pain, while Polus’
is based on beauty and ugliness. And Gorgias, while knowing that knowledge
is the best thing, doesn't realize “doing injustice is evil and shame”. Possibly
this set of three characters will be then later developed into the tripartite theo-
ry of soul in Resp. In refuting their moral values, Socrates practices “the art of
the conversion of the soul”. Socrates maintains his thesis before he starts the
dialogue. It is not a result of the elenchus, but a starting point of Socrates’ eth-
ical thinking. He fears committing injustice, but never fears death. Here we
can see the core of Socrates’s philosophy.



