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The roles of communities of practice in regional activation:
A case study of 2 NPO s

Hosei Graduate School of Regional Policy Desgin
Nobutaka Ishiyama

Abstract and the major findings were as follows:

The purpose of this paper is to examine the 1) A catalyst with no interest in the region is
roles of communities of practice in regional required for the creation of communities of
activation. Communities of practice are an practice.
integral part of regional activation, and previous 2) Design thinking is important as a
studies show that their functions include the methodology for the creation of communities
fostering of individual leaning, organizational of practice.
learning, and knowledge creation. On the basis of these findings, it is suggested

However, the concept of communities of practice that we should try to more deeply investigate
is unfamiliar in the context of regional activation. and understand the importance of a catalyst and
We need to make the concept and its utility in design thinking for the creation of communities of
context clear and useful. Therefore, the present practice.
study takes as a topic of research the process of
creation of communities of practice. Interviews Keyword: communities of practice, regional
with people involved in 2 NPO s were conducted, activation, catalyst, design thinking
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