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Pragmatic competence is ability to use language appropriately in given sociocultural
context and is an essential component of communicative competence. In order to effectively
incorporate pragmatics into the second/foreign language instruction, this study has
investigated teachers’ pragmatic awareness, instruction, and assessment discussed and
observed in professional development courses given in the US and in Japan. While
theoretical arguments in pragmatics abound, there have been few insights as to how the
theory could be applied to the language classroom. This line of research has direct
implications for enhanced practice in this area.
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