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On the Information Attributes of the NINBETSU CHO (NC)
—population register in the pre-modern Japan—

Hiromi MORI

{Abstract)

Japan is hallmarked as a country with long tradition of nationwide
periodic population register which was initiated in early 18 century by
SHOGUN'’s notifications on conducting NINBETSU ARATAME. Discussion
in this paper brought under light the dual attributes which the NINBETSU
CHO (NC) carried in terms of information.

As discussion in this paper has established, the examination of the
process of NINBETSU ARAT AME as well as the contents of its reporting
format (NAC) is expected to give manifold inputs even to modern statistics.
First, it helps identify the characteristics of “table-based survey” in terms
of data compilation, and thus clarify the advantages of “questionnaire-based
survey” over its predecessor. In the NINBETSU ARAT AME practices,
however, profiling on registrants through institutional control over
residents supports the quality of obtained statistical information. Second,
the NINBETSU ARAT AME has been conducted in a manner partly to
capture static and dynamic aspects of population in a synthetic entity,
which modern census is yet to achieve in full dimension. And third, when
one assess the meaning of the NINBETSU ARAT AME from the perspective
of latest statistical developments of the world, it can be regarded as a
population register system that embodies systematic profiling of registrants

within the system.



