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Approximation in L 2 Phonological Perception
in Katakana Transcription Task

KAWASAKI Takako

Abstract

It has been widely known that Japanese learners of English have difficulties in perceiving

English interdental fricatives. This study investigated how Japanese learners of English perceive

interdental fricatives, and the extent to which they substitute other sounds for interdental frica-

tives. In this study, Katakana transcription task was used to investigate the substitution pat-

terns of 20 Japanese learners of English. The participants selected [s] as a substituting

consonant for a voiceless interdental fricative, [0]. On the other hand, their substitution patterns

differed depending on the vowels following [8]. When compared with the oral production results

reported in Kawasaki (2010), gaps were found between perception and production patterns. To

account for the differences between them, I have proposed the dual-model of L 2 phonology

grammar, where L 2 production and perception are processed in different parts of grammar.

Keywords: segmental substitution, L 2 phonology



