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HEFEN, EHBELAZZ LI, ADEARET A2HEROPFTH oL b
Kb 0N, —HEZHETA2HREBEOFHETH L, Lk, oI hcn
722D THLTHLERIR S,

MNIBEFESXERT L2 EBMIC, EEL2-00XFSELEAEZITV. BIZWQ
FNLROMIIKEE L B, TNEHFVICUADFTTET, HEwmoxtfe



Hosei University Repository

22 BEBREFEZF XTI CERRESE TS
NHZLIFENTHD, B LTNE 20U XADPENHC RS> EEON
DLEDOREFEIZONT, H5WVIFHERRREFICKITTHEICOWTHENT %
BETHA)o LELELVEZLLIZ, WAL DIHHBEDFHIZA S
9T AMANGICE 5 Th o L DMFEMRERE LT, KLAEFRZTE2D
TiEH DTV, BN THN, BEROI B THNI, Thb,

20094F 9 H 4 — 5 HIZHAR - FERIRZICB W TR EINMEFA V-T2 X
LEEEY VRYY 20T -, Do Tholeo ARIEEZOL ERNS
1To727 5 v AFEIZ & 5583 (Lumiere et les ténebre dans les mythes méso-
potamiens) @, WHITHARFEN—Ta vz &2, [HREF] ~O8HE %
AR L 72D DTH Do BEREMEIERT 2BIZIZBNT, 2T YRV Y
MBI AEHHEIP S DRFERXPENZLE2WUT, SFT8FRL2E2 T
2T HOTOTHRL B o701, B2 L TEOEETH LB LT,
ANADL K ZIE L, DICHA, F2, RISLTELIETHL, ZI0HHHE
EWEDOL NV TEE ST LARIANPETN, FEREOTMRE ORI E A&
LTwad, ShHDZEZZHICEZ DD, XVERY ITIZBEITSIEEMIZD
WCOER TS O NEBUIRIT LB OWT, 2205050 % ik
72\,

I MEEICHBITSHR

AVREY ITOMFEORHIT, BZLTHIZLEDLIICHZ BN, LD LD
WKRILENTVDEDEL) D P BEIEH F DITKE L, HHETRIE . 2V
R ITHAZEOM T, BELREMTH LI LIFREBRINTHETTH
o LLBHSdTHIRELEZ BT 5L, 77 A MDOGEARLTERUCEME L T
HmINDLILIEHoTH, ZOMEAKE LY HITIERL HI Y HA W%
i Bk Bl ICET A E. v oERL Y, ISR ET o TW D,
Z) L7eEEERTE 2, TR0 P OETOMMERVEL, FRL
THRIZ\,
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L] TEERID) Maw] e 282 By 25 (ARl BE.
) 25 EOXH DR TV 00, BILE LB IR LTHZOT, £
DR Z BRIz, BWCIEPSREEREE —@ ) 729 2T BE 7 S0 % U
L T\ % &3 The Assyrian Dictionary of the Oriental Institute of the Univer-
sity of Chicago, Chicago 1956~ (LL'F CAD (W5 %fE5) TIhHDIHH
Z5l&, Bk 72 7 v h P02 BUCA O RS IEMEICPH$ 2 2
LD THLY, LW XVELARTRERTSH ), dfmoBEBIIEHEIZIZIE)
LTHFEPASTLE ) TOBRAZEML 729 2T CAD OFRGEE IS
D ICHRE L CTAhZW, i L7-RRidMn S 1352 v, bt —
BLCBIEIN F W Z, D] 2Hh0IcE o, LIS TR 2l
THART,

1 CAD 2B AKZHHZ@EH L TROVZDIE, £ OFAEMD S B
HHED LN TVLRHNT, MEEER2SOFIHARBCOIEPRENZZ L TH
bo WITHT BERIE, N0 TRT v ) T THEE L SN, e o
T LW HRIHB LTV D, e 2BBTLE TOREOEES L
EEBETL2DTHL, MEHECHEENRFFOHTHWIEOL — 0 —DHFE
AL EITHbNDAS, et 2 L EHBEEE <. 2Ok
EHTHRR T LOBAELILEL TWE, 2F ) AV RS I 7 OF i,
Do ISR OREZ MBI L TB Y. 2OHE. KITE RO %>
FAELFEDD L MloBwhHz 3, DEoMH] & EXofE R WiE
DEBEERDLIE, HDHVIINITEORMOELZIRS Z Lid, FAOAHIZHPHT
BRI ERTE R,

AT, KoL & LThNbIDE S BIZBVIFEIRD DIEKETH
D RICHRETHS ) KREDNEE RS,
AVRETITORBMHEY by TP aTHAHEN,. TOHER, KBED
BE LDV T, TEEILMY RIFAYEEHETOLIA ML TV,
T/, KEOFEKRE LIELIEALSINDEHERLIZDOWTYH, L odr b
D ZFHIT L6 FROBISR) TRFETH L, 2 TANIARHEL
CETIE RV BREALUED 2 Ry I 7HATIR, MARBREZYROZ L
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LRbIhTwe Kb, A &8, K2 YRV ET M4 130w525 Zhb
FEHZEDDDTIE R\ F 74 XTI OFHEMTH 5 720 WHEIZAR &
FFRIC 52 v, BTOMBICHEDD, ERERFICRK BRI HEATY 5,
ROV EMEDMATH L Z Lid, A VKRS I 7D L) BMos 1Tk
HEVICHWDOZI L TH D, TIMET I MANLRRTH LR Lo Mpi%
P2 2L SOMY RIFBRL &) LI A2MEEHRIE, BV o0
b LNk,

EZAHTKRE. HEVIEH - B ERNT HRIEKE Y VR VITHFO M4 D
FIHDbNEFERD I B, &) DIFHE A Db TV DILE)F namare (to
shine brightly) & Z®OJRATEE & 45 sraru (radiance, brilliance, sun-
light) TH 5, BIZITKBAIZOWTDORD & ) %BIAH 5,

Samas nar ili numammir ukli $araru eddest (KAR 32 : 26)

[Vrx~va, fieodt, MEHELTES, MRS ||

FOOWTIZ, KOMIZOWTOFRFIZZETTELY,
Girru eddest niir ilani kajanu (Maqlu 1, 192)
[#EZ M7 CHEKROMF v T, e DE 220!

ZODFIHXIZBVT, £ B eddest (constantly renewing itself,
ever brilliant) & W I BFEFAPHDONTVE I LIZHE LV, 2D XH I
i IEERICH > TXFEICHEEoN, FFAZEL L. HL S ITHEIMRE R
FTdoLENTV, T, REZBRENPBELLEI Lbh, )
CEIBDD, ZRITOWTIERIET %,

2 RICHETOERICEET 2HM L, RN TBE v,

ebbu IWE AP L2V WoORREEZ /2D Lz IS [HX]
ARHTLEATH Do Bl Z TR ERH, BALLIEEE LM E 2
B, RABEOLDICHRWHIRELEZ S, L2ATAVERY ITOMBIZESNT
WeEL oM A DBIZ, AMERE EEORMTELR, ZORMIZED S
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TWize T4 8- BAZHRICH o 2 RERKGE - FbWE H I T
Wiz DX ) HEIE, BWEEOHRTZEREEIUE AR TH - 720
MEORTFZBEHME LT 7 A MEIZE v, L LA YRS I 7 OMEEN
MEFLLTho b LIl ESND [Ty FEf T al] o
3. ROLI) B —HiPETN VL, THIIBERICE SN2y SN YE
Ok E, BV Fy 212, REZOMEIEHEN TV D O0EEH Lz
D, RIVEy 7 DEDO—ETH b,

[FAD L HIZHUkO 72D %2 2 9 & ) ZidEE N, RIZKOMF v
T, ROLPHOVEEEZYRTEIHIICTL I L, ROKEZ Zhw
K22 %ML L2LYy I8 ROEGEZ 085 5% 52
L. DS ERE & W E AT ICR 5720+ » -] (F 7Ly F1140-143) ¢

THREFICHE DN TV 2 B FER I IS Sunbutu (nabatu OERRE) . ub-
bubu (ebebu DIRERE). nummuruy (namaru OIHEFE) TH b, HNE I
D BRN 7RI R SO R B & A%, A& ICHRVENR 2 5.2, B, HiEd 5
WITERMOEER-PEZ N L 5D 5,

D) OEOME LT EIMABOB Z R L 5. THIEH—THLDT 7 A
FO—ET, F T —MOBHLER O (FEidG %o TITb 72 5368)
WKERLIZDDTH 5,

[7XYNVOH - - - 2H, (FWg), fElF> 7 —13 [T X O] o
Kuefo, V5 (M) 256 T2, KLV DI, PRidmm s
W TWb, HOEHICZFOMEIZI 5T, BEZHLIES LTWD, 3t
DHEE A0, WZTF TSI T 2N BB OhANEHERZHED D,
(BlE) =70y N (D%DP) E, BHEOZTESHL MW TWSE D,

MG EMEOEDLY) ZEELMETH S, [HE] O, BBV TR
FARTIZ VA, MEZ BN 1295 AR ZNEERITET S L9112
B2, ZILMOENRLCHEEN V0 THE, COMEITT-EREPS
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B, Lol DEWMYMATHRIZNE,

3 LIATINEFTHIHLAFBEBRIIINDGOW) —BIZBRETTTyHF
FERRIETH B, 724 LIZLIEbN S % melammu 1%, ¥ 2 A —)VFE me.
lam 25 DEHFETH 5, ZNIZDVWTIRT SNZEBITMENH 5 Z L2 BN
LTI h %\, b5, E. Cassin. La splendeur divine — Introduction
a Uétude de la mentalité mésopotamienne, Paris 1968 TH 5, E. HH v ixZ
DHEITy melammu E VI ERLOBEHMONTHZ, EPO=27 v A 2EL
HGhEDEVLODDFEE L DD, FHEW - MEEH RSB L OEMSCo Tk
WKHILTHOM L T2, AOBLICHMILTZORRE E DL ETIE
melammu X THHW L L 5 Ml A LWOETH Y, Zhr HOM20 1T
e, MEESZHZE] Lhb, BROZERNFSL, ZOFEITBENLAAET
Ghbfh (), LY DIFHEATEEE, H5VIIRRLGHOKT 2 EKH
T2, bolEd6HWLNLZ &b,

AP VIZESIZHEAFED LRI T, ?ﬁ?iﬂ&ﬂ(ﬁ’?ﬁﬁbf"fi%%ﬁ& EERFIT
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PEbIL LB LTWD Y, if:%i@@n TS [HR] 290 & =
O FHEINTVRDEI LI FERLTWE Y ¥ ¥ ORIl
THL, F22hud, AVEYITOALLT, MBOLETL RS HE
THrH)o VTN I NRHEZ, MOS2OEIRT W75 2881,
HAZFOHIZEZLLHIL, HOLOMOFEAEZMIBELIEDL I LIZR D,

I-2CTHRZE- X FAMZzR LEEEKT 20T, HH0VIEARH
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& ZIIREBFETON, THILTALZERL, BRFSEDZHEL L5
72DTh b,

I [fe#] Z2@8MEd 585
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. 2 DOESEOFMOWY iz &b b &) BHAEARICR->Tn5HD
T, TNEHEILTALZLICLE ), SOMBIIADOEB) TH LY,

feDETL ) IVIE, HLHABLEY L EREE [EGosy 7Ly M %
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LERBT VA=IZINLEZEDLNTLE 572, fie DT RMT 2 M4
b, HRIIERICER L, #43ESIHLT 2, €2y ) VOETT
HOEBEEZ XN HPHEANT, 7o A—%B LEDNHZIY L, S
ELTHiA oSz,

ZOFHDOLNT, FHEIEDLNIZFFCITL 2EBUTIIRDO L ) b OXD
5o
[ (% DRIZ) BIED &9 REEDIA DS 5720 BED XI5 &) LBHH
BLL7z] (ittatbak namurratum Sakin qalum 1 @ 84) 1"

F—TBVTRDLIIIIHE-oT 5,

[BEE I ZDORNE RS2 (kissu iStahat namurassu 1T : 86)

(5] Z2ERT ZFMA SIRE L 7253 namurratum 1%, 2 2 TIEH S <
B ER TR RV I - 3 THWE L7z melammu FHk, ZOJGI3EE2
HZ2EE5D rmz)l,(ili‘@b\ﬁ‘lﬂ LOTHb, TLTHROMMEE LTER
ENTVEDIE, BEEZOND [F] TlI%L, DL (qalum) T
%%og®ﬁikbbwmﬁhﬁiémo

EHEATERIZBIL 720F, 202 BT 2 DM TIE RSB TH 2013,
[T2x—= 2 v aFFE] THEETDH S, ML OMFRPRL LT 1
TYMOBBEIZELEINTWS LMo 2R M4 ITERHELL, 27 TXb 7%
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CHBRL7ZZFFHYAATLES (ZX—~<-2Y¥a] #7L vy M1120
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AVERY ITIIBVT, HRIENAORER 2 F§ 2 M5 4725 4w,
COMTHIZ, IEHKICH > TTHITHMZIS L, EFRELERED&E b 72
B L7ze MEDEAIE. EMMICX > TENARIBNET L L) ICHZ. A4
OLMIEE - BREOSZIFORI Lz, X F-EBMo&2FERL. HEIC
Lo TREHrHZ &, BMiZFNRIT, TOL) Xod#ass L
T, LELEERERTWDLDIE [EDRER] TH b,

TR E I, REEZHELSE, Bz bIPNRITILEVH L L5-
7oo ALBIC X 5Tk, Z£NAH E D ITHRWLEITIE (B3] o% ) [HR%E
WIS 2NN HHVIIBEERLSTEDON] &4 dbhbbHrH. AV
Ry IT7OWE, HHRORHMAELREDL HBE L ABHEZBER S -0k, K90
TiE% < TREK] ThH o721

V BEEER
CNFEFTAVYRYITOANAD D] 1S LTHRWTW, £ A=Y BwL
B Z O L C& e ST T I22WTTHEH, ThbifmamitiL,
YRIZHZ R ) D258 T 2 DPIERETH S H " L Lifited & OHI
DHNT L 722 EMY DG EMBUETH L, Lard [H] ofimo—
. 3T D) 2R LA T SRRV ED 5> TE Tz, ZNW X FEHD
BLED S DZES AATEHET AT, HIOBRITELZ L L Lizv, 22T
AR ITIEBITBEOA A=Y 0o—hzlHM R 572012, BIZERLTWY
LMEED—FBEMA L THAI. GIHT 200G [ 2 VOERTY ]
DBEEDO—HiTHoD, TNEIHFAEZER LT L MENT, ¥a X —ViEHEORS
2HLE LT, N u= 7HRMUIEARDKIL L T b, RIEDHE LA
Yad ik, HLHEFITHRS ZE2RFE L. B#HEWHLMA TRV, Ef %
L TWEDEFLMIL Y 2FHIVT, KOMADIRTH Y, e LTohL
BEV. bLALebf Yoyt BEROEIEELZHOOLDOE LTERL
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T2 olzOhdb LNk,

[f 32 VOERETY]
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a-na KUR.NU.GIL.A gag—qa-ri X [ ]
Wi ZE] ~ -« - OHi~
IINANNA DUMU.MI XXX ti—zu-un-$d [i§—kun]

V=V DR T ay VIZBL R R,

i§—kun-ma DUMU.MI ‘XXX ti—zu-un-3d

WL ATz, ¥ — Y OIRA V2 5 Vit

a-na E e-te—e $u-bat ‘Ir-kal-la

BERON AV H T OEF VA,

a-na E $a e-ri-bi-§i la a—su—u
(FI~—F) Ao7:b (BUY) a2 LohkbiafiN,

a-na har-ra-ni $a a—-lik—ta—3d la ta—a—a-rat

Tt B O 73 D RN

a-na E $a e-ri-bi-$i zu—um-mu—i nu-ti-ra
(ZT~—) Ao7z2bEEEbN DA~

a—$ar SAHAR™ bu—bu—ub—-su—nu a—kal-su—nu ti—it—tu

ZTIEBRPHLZ (W2 L) 2P THB LI A,

nu—t-ru ul im—-ma-ru ina e—tu—ti as—ba

29

(FZTIE) RBIEROLNET., A4FHEOFICL-oLEEFH5TWVS,

lab—-su-ma GIM is—su-ri su—-ba-at gap—pi
ANZZED L) IHDOKE S TV b,
UGU 1D u #*SAG.KUD $d-bu—uh ep—ru
(ZL0) BERMoLIZE, EFHEEL TV,
[ 1 $u-har-ra-a-tu tab-ba-at
© - BAS LWIEDERAIA D > T b,

COENFIHO LN, (BERO] (etir). [WER] (etatu). THERI D 2 5]
(inaetiti) [EEEDLNL| umminara). [JEIZHONE T LA %]
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(naru ul immaru). 75 LWCIRROER] (Suharratu) DFERPLEZINE 5
LY#EFE-oT0A I EIZER LW,

ETAT A Y2 VORERTY] 2BV TE, EAEbNIRRE] A3H
Tobo KD 2OVEOMADIERZRETH Y, ThirfEbih b L E ot
Fey, FLOMFE LD, 2L VIHFA»LE L ICH Y, KRIZH
AT B — T ARROBEICZT 72 10K B EAEE O BN XA, JFA) [ H
FRIETH o T MPRBOMICH ). MOEFHKOMEZE T2 & dH
D ZTIBRPSIHEE S NIz HF26EZTRAEICH Y. KIS
ihﬁ#%\%éhtoﬂleyw@%ﬁTbja@ﬁﬁkfu‘:@%%
WZOWTIIREHRE 7 EHHDNHT AR R > T b, RITIZZDOZ EITKRE LR
HICR B ERZ M, SFETICERSNTE TINS5 2w, [HYESE
OMFRBAIFT 2 L TEELHELEEbNEZEE, —FBXTBEW,

VTR L AVRY ITOALICE 5T, BRI ESITREEDN-HO
HHRTHY, 22X TE2DIEBEA LW [FEORE] THo7z,

V BESE  BUOIKH,LrAT

ZIHOLTRTEZEIIE, AR ITOALIDRICIEIHS M LVAER
L HRFICHD L BL L) RV D25 THRA LSRR LTz, KidA
WOHIETH 5 LFREIZ, fi~NOBENEBER L, AINEDL T LD TE RV
xR LTz, — IR, oL EE LY A LD, Lot
ReXBTL5DTHo720 AVRIYITOALIZ, TOMTEE THHIRIT
X% 5o 72,

AVKRY ITONADBBWWBILEBZNTWZ LiE, LIFLIE LIS
SNTVD, 72L2IC TEROEE] 135 OMEOHIZHEEL TV, L
LZZEMTOMRTH o720 BROFEANINVELZFEZL Y2 FHANVIETH

BEICPHENTZFER T X)) OEBICER L TWieds, £ Tl Lo R T
thJ&F‘%%Eiﬂ#bU%ﬁ&m DExRED, L) Lidhho
720 [BE) EANICEH ) B TONIEFTH D, [ 2 VOERTH] HHEHO
FIHICA OGNS X512, BRICT 2B 0RIE. R ez b itk
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W2y ARDIREOD X 5 BB THROFIZL, 2 TR0 LBBEIN TV,
J. Bottéro 132 ) LMW IEABIZ IS A, RETWIHIEAAEE RS
NCEHIZ, %) IR bIFRELCHETZ) E LTV EERHLTWE Y,
DEYAVKRY ITOANAIZ, BIEGEN, REHNEBIZFR->Tw, v
IDIFTH B, RTAPFIHLTCWLDLEFEUETIED L2, ARowmg%
OENIT 2720 [FNFAL 2aEFE] o= THRo—#iz LT IZ5]H
L7z,

AIANEF L 5T DM, FVFT AT 2L?
BHIAIELRD B D) & & v,

B L TR LIdH0WES S,

i & S NI % Bl - 728§,

W HIXARICIERE D 4T,

HO 725 D720 E T 531F 72072,
BUHIHGOE W72 L S v,
BLRD A E B S0,
MHEZHEL % S\,
BORLEY 2L AL I,
HREKEEZZFIZOT RS,
HIREEVKIEDE L S,
BHIOFIZTAE 7z, BELIBOR S,
BHICH AL FELEE, RITER IV,
BRELLZH) LT ED, ABIZHTHEbNAZ LD Ens | @

St EoEE, R NEBE RO 50 EE,2D Lk
Vo LBLAVERYITOALIE, KxEbh b aBh, BIEZDLD
GHFICH 2O LT LI 2EEF0. REZMMEFET LI L 8V RiFR
Polze ENTVLRDYLH ST LPDOEORICOIURL. Y 2 ko 72,
2 LEZEEORTHEE T ABD, HY ORI I 720 OO HL L
DEDLELE LT, AELZHEMIIZITAN, FSNLHATALEZELLZ L
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BEBREF v )7 7HA VAR ER 75

ZERTDZ, BEWMURLE I L TEIRNPS ) Ho

[E]

(1) 2EF FLFEF—IAHREREE> &), HARREER S, 19944, (H) 1 H

2) MONFRIZZ I Tk Tmaf a] 2MfibhTnb, AIEEE 1 ZETIEHEIC
IOA AHEDLITHT, #2256 HMISh 2 RAEOHFEZ2#Z, 7
HHICHKRBZ L oZeth, B2H|AMIR>TUHOT [y -2
A1 ORI TL %,

(3) BUES TIZ25BTIT STV 2 088U (20094E12H) TIRAREHKTH %0

(4) D) ST 2EE LTRDOE) LD DEEATAR,

1) ebbu (adj. polished, shining) <ebébu (v.tobecome clean),

2) melammu (radiance, supernatural awe-inspiring sheen)

3) namaru (v.to shine brightly) & Z®MBBIIEE X R, Ak
EOIREN  namru (adj. bright, radiant), namirtu (n. brightness,
lightness), namurratu (n. numinous aplendor emanating from gods,
kings, and things divine and royal), namurru (adj. of awesome bright-
ness), naru (n. light):

4) nabatu (v. to shine brightly, to become bright) & ZOff#&EHFB &
OTEASR. 4450 72 & DIRA T nubbutu (v. to make resplendent), Sunbutu

(to make bright, resplendent %)

5) Sararu (s.radiance, brilliance, sunlight)

6) supi (manifest, brilliant, shining) (<ap@ (v. appearll : §ipit)

%B. THOLENIIZETH S La splendeur divine (KF1T — 3 2H)
I2B W, E. Cassin & puluhtuy & rasubbatu b HGFTFERICED TW
%0 L L CAD BRZNZFNOFEICHT TS FELRERIL. B awe-
someness, fear TH ). & » awesomeness, frightfull aspect TH 5,
COEHITHEVI XY, ZORIRERONEROFIELEHE IOV L &
CRIETHRO—MHALZER T L5 TH D, ZOBRI L, SHEIIHET
P HAL 720

(5) Bl edesu FrLVWIKETH S, HL2b) ORAEETH 5,

(6) MBET [A VRS I 7 OMG—EG L MEEE] (BINFE, 2001).,
pp- 59 — 60.
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(7) ¥ 6 BB, pp. 206 — 208. [ TIZ I D X 5 12HE < Mg IZD W Tl
FrefinTns,

(8) ellu (clean, pure) <elelu (become pure) bR ZDMEYW % AT
AlzDffibit, BEFHPOVWIBEREHIEZ LD 5.

(9) ¥E 6 18 pp. 65— 82 . Le melammu et la fonction royale.

(10) 7E 6 A8 pp. 83 —101.

(11) ¥ 6 Hi#&3 pp. 104 —111.

(12) #% b L#%id M. E. Vogelzang, BIN SAR DADME Edition and
Analysis of the Akkadian Anzu Poem , Groningen 1988.

(13) THEHDF 7Ly b ARSI ITOERICE > TROEELZDLOTH
50 2O [ 7Ly M ICRKIMEZZIZESTHOED - EahH S5
STz,

(14) NOBARTIZ, ZOiEE sachurratu (deadly silence) i &tz 5T
Wb, TOZ EBNOEED [FEORE] THEHILx, fMLhd XL
Wako Twa,

(15) TEHEL] TR 77 7 APRKEH IRz L &, HIFRICEDNZ, K
Pt CTd B K AL 2 H I R DIEHRTH D, [TV A—R
] o%E, TV VEEERL TGV RVRS, SOoOMEREOY I %
HAMICHET 2 2L 13TE RV, Lo LEROGERIHEROME 253
LWV HIL, Z20fEEERWEZ LT, 2R L ROMBHPT
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ABSTRACT
Light and Darkness, and the Human Life in An-

cient Mesopotamia
Eiko MATSUSHIMA

In the Genesis of the Old Tastement, the God created at first the heaven
and the earth.

The earth was deserted and empty and there was a darkness. Then the
God created the light. We may understand that, for the authors of the Old
Tastement, the light created after the darkness. Anyway, it is clear that the
light and the darkness are the most important elements for the human life.

In this papaer, I try to collect, among the akkadian materials, esepecialy
myths and literature, a certain number of terms which mean “light, clear,
radiance, sheen, etc.” as well as “dark. darkness etc.”, and examin their ex-
act significations with context. It is not an easy work. However I found at
least that the people was paraticularly sensitive of supernatural awe—in-
spiring sheen. Such a sheen made them think of the extreme power of the
gods, who were immortal. Human beings were of course mortel and destined
to go, after the death, to the Netherland where there were only the dark-
ness.

So then, the people of Mesopotamia tried to enjoy their lifetime, eating
and drinking, taking bath and colthing and passing the time with their fami-

ly, as a scene of the “Gilgamesh Epic” tells us.



