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Our hearts should learn to sympathize; and we should consult the
annals of history as a son and a brother would turn over his domestic
memoirs. We should read history, not to indulge the frivolous inquisi-
tiveness of a dull antiquary, but to explore the causes of the misery
and prosperity of our country. We ought to be more interested in the
progress of the human mind than in that of empires, (LER 159)
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Amusement it therefore must be, and certainly is amusement of a
very singular kind, such as appears to me to be very incompatible
with tenderness of frame, or purity of mind. What should we think,
if a lady, who had the command of an extensive library, should ran-
sack the indexes, and reject every page but that which contained an
account of a murder? A question then very naturally arises. Why are
works entirely composed of murders considered as most certain of
being perused? The answer to this question I shall leave to my read-
ers, and content myself with hoping that the present fashion, like all
departures from nature and common sense, will have a short reign.
(LER 181)
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[ will persist to the end. My narrative may be invaded by inaccuracy
and confusion; but if I live no longer, I will, at least, live to complete
it. What but ambiguities, abruptnesses, and dark transitions, can be
expected from the historian who is, at the same time, the sufferer of
these disasters? (147)
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It[narrative] violates the continuity of experience by imposing a be-
ginning and an ending; it reduces the plurality of wills and purposes
to a single pattern; it makes everything fit, whereas in life there are
always loose ends; and it closes down time by conferring a spurious
sense of inevitability on the sequence actually realized. The very
possibility of possibility is ultimately eliminated. (38-39)
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As long as the book was responsible for all serial data flows, words
quivered with sensuality and memory. It was the passion of all read-
ing to hallucinate meaning between lines and letters: the visible and
audible world of Romantic poetics. And the passion of all writing was
(in the words of E. T. A. Hoffmann) the poet's desire to “describe” the
hallucinated “picture in one’s mind with all its vivid colors, the light
and the shade,” in order 1o “strike [the] gentle reader like an electric
shock.” (Kittler GFT10)
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Great as my calamity was, to be torn from this asylum was regarded
by me as an aggravation of it. By a perverse constitution of mind, he
[Cambridge] was considered as my greatest enemy who sought to
withdraw me from a scene which supplied eternal food to my melan-

choly, and kept my despair from languishing. (235)
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This incident, disastrous it may at first scem, had, in reality, a benefi-
cial cffect upon my feelings. 1 was, in some degree, roused from the
stupor which had scized my faculties. The monotonous and gloomy
series of my thoughts was broken.... A new train of images, discon-
nected with the fate of my family, forced itself on my attention, and
a belief insensibly sprung up, that tranquility, if not happiness, was
still within my reach. (237)
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Had I heard Mervyn's story from another, or read it in a book, I might,
perhaps, have found it possible to suspect the truth; but, as long as
the impression, made by his tones, gestures and looks, remained in
my memory, this suspicion was impossible. Wickedness may some-
times be ambiguous, its mask may puzzle the observer; our judgment
may be made to faulter and fluctuate, but the face of Mervyn is the
index of an honest mind. (229-230)
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L su b o RO Tl LT L E S,
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Whereas Stevens could soothe his anxicties {about Mervyn's fair-
ness] by recalling that “the face of Mervyn is the index of an honest
mind," we do not have that face before us to support our confidence.
IFor us Mervyn is only his story. (Grabo 475)
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Mrs. Wentworth has put me upon a strange task.... | have, oftener
than once, and far more circumstancially than now, told her my ad-
ventures, but she is not satisfied. She wants a written narrative....

Luckily my friend Stevens has saved me more than half the trou-
ble. He has done me the favor to compile much of my history with his
own hand. (412)
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This is the necessary part of the drama. A joyous certainty, on these
occasions, must always be preceded by suspenses and doubts, and the
close will be joyous in proportion as the preludes are excruciating....
Time and a few more interviews with Mrs. Fielding will, I doubt not,
set all to rights. (626-7)
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The change in the status of authorship from political to economic act
contributed to the struggles encountered by authors like Charles
Brockden Brown who aimed to be “moral painters” and speak “truths,”
but who, at the same time, needed to make money to survive.
(Slawinski 5)
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Proposals have been issued here for the publication of a Monthly
Magazine, of which [ am to be the editor, and whose profits are to
belong to me. The uncommon zeal of my friends here promises suc-
cess to this project. If it answer[s] expectation, it will commence in
February or March. This scheme, if it answer(s] in any tolerable

manner, will be very profitable. (Dunlap 201)
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Books are cold, jejune, vexatious in their sparingness of information
at one time, and their impertinent loquacity at another. Besides, all
they chuse to give, they give at once; they allow no questions; offer no
further explanations, and bend not to the caprices of our curiosity.
They talk to us behind a screen. (619)

A AT 4 T DM E HDBRUCH - T, 759 VKRS LU
B 2R E WY A 22, ZNENNT 5. [ABR7 ) —v D
AMOIRAICHUNT D] LI —"T 4 VDIRINE, <— 4 V23 TIL
T HEMNLUGENFELMNT LD B, 755 EBERD DD b
W, 2= 4 yOENEEMD LRy, rbani: L 75
Y1 EST, MD{HEEMEIT S THHELIT] THo7o LvL, Z20H
ld, 79 710& > To [N AERHSHMIZ & S5 WM~
EEUICE I, T AU ANYORENRKIL DL EE T LIcZ o7 Hhs
WAL ERRIALYINTLH 12D TH B,

GED

(1) Scott Slawinski (2T, 759 L OUNHIERIBELE ZDOUERHELT
WA, I, KPERRHE U THSE U2 B /PSRN & (2 A0 » 2RI 4 T
Kd 5.

Charles Brockden Brown's Monthiy Magazine and American Review con-
tained little that was of compelling interest to women or that was im-
mediately relevant to their lives, and the repeatedly unsympathetic
portraits of women suggest that Brown might have aimed to discourage
women readers. (39)
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L.et me stifle the agonies that were awaken by thy[Carwin's] name....
Let me tear myself from contemplation of the evils of which it is but too
certain that thou was the author, and limit my view to those harmless
appearances which attended at thy entrance on the stage. (Wieland 46)
T o) FOGAYRASABRD Lo AL LTI S, 204D
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FUrEdY g VINGET 50 O, AROMNBIZE > TS, L0
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Brown, | argue, rightly focuses on the reader and her or his motives for
taking up the book. To read well written tales full of murders is not to
the reader’s disadvantage if the reading is, as he says, for amusement
only. The active mind that reads for ideas will leave a book if there are
no ideas to be found in it; moreover, the good reader — although neces-
sarily influenced by the content of the text and, by extension, the mind
of the author — is largely in control of the reading situation once the
book is out of the hands of author and publisher. Understood in this
context, Brown secems to have had an innate understanding of the role
of the reader in the republic of letters. (117)
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