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—RERRDCFE QM “The Early Institutional Life of Japan: a study in the reform of 645
AD.” 81X (Introduction) g3

FEAYT 2K REAHEAFES LOBI ORHEHEXE” OX ORHERWRED R “The Early Institu-
tional Life of Japan: a study in the reform of 645 A.D.” 4 © {2° W QMHFENXSEWRR” RO NEEED Y
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(the Restoration of 1868) #” WEEHR LD MREFEM] (the Feudal System) RRVEEQFEKERERE
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---The position of the Reform of 645 in history may further be seen when it is said that it forms one of

the two greatest crises of the national career of the Japanese people, the other being the Restoration of
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1868.
The former was followed by five centuries of a gradual feudal formation and then by seven more centu-
ries of an actual feudal rule of the Empire, which was finally replaced in 1868 by the Imperial authority,

(w)
the same power that realized the change of 645.
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-+ (This last consideration suggests that) the historical interest of the Reform does not merely consist
in its relation to feudalism, but also to the Imperial institution of Japan, whose unique position among
the monarchies of the world has been a subject of much wonder and misunderstanding.

The student of comparative politics can hardly afford to neglect the study of the highly instructive histo-
ry of the position of the Emperor in the national organization of Japan. It is the Emperor that forms the
connecting link between the Reform and the Restoration. This is not all, for the Emperor antedated as
well as instituted the Reform; not only subsisted in spite of feudalism, but also was the safeguard of its

endurance; then survived it; and since has become the inspirer of Japan’s enthusiastic national sentiment.
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It is impossible to understand the national life of that country without a correct knowledge of the status
of her Sovereign, nor can interesting history of his powers and the still more interesting evolution of his
relation to the people be intelligible without a careful study of the Reform and the circumstances that
caused it. The Reform of 645 forms, there, in the history of Japan a great turning point, Its mastery

()
seems essential to the study of that history.
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---What would have been the history of Europe if it had missed one of its greatest factors, Christianity?
The question is simple but momentous, and perhaps no amount of imaginative effort would succeed in
constructing such a history. The influence of a religion on the individual must be as carefully distin-
guished from that on the society, as should be the process of the mental action of a single person from
that of an aggregate of persons. Another primary distinction seems to be that a religion may deeply in-
fluence individual and social conduct in history, either as a great institution, or as a profound principle of
spiritual activity. It is sometimes too well-known that the church as an institution is a complex body of
interests, material as well as spiritual. On the other hand, many noble deeds and great events have ap-
peared in history from no conscious intent to serve the church, although they often sprang from deep
spiritual character or ideals formed more or less in accordance with the teachings of a religion. Only by
drawing these and many other distinctions may a student approach the great question stated at the be-
ginning of this paragraph.

Questions of this nature must always seem to imply a shadow of faith in the blind chance. Our ques-

()
tion was, however, started in order to serve as view, of the subject of this essay.
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---Half a century after the acceptance of Christianity by the Franks, Buddhism was introduced into Ja-
pan. The length of time it takes for a religion to thoroughly train a race collectively may well be.mea-
sured even today by the conduct of the troops of the Christian countries thrown in campaign among the
so-called inferior races. The purely moral influence of a religion over a people is probably slower than its
political and social effects, but even the latter are apt to be exaggerated by its propagandists. Between the
sixth or seventh and the twelfth or thirteenth century the interval was six hundred years, and yet the in-
stitutional study of feudal Japan and feudal Europe of the latter date does not seem to show that, either
as an institution or as a principle, Christianity or Buddhism had been a fundamental cause of the gradual
feudal formation. The important place which both religions have occupied in the feudal history cannot of
course be denied. Institutionally, for instance, Buddhism in alliance with the Soga family hastened the
Reform, the latter in turn constituting the necessary prelude to the feudal transformation of society. A
similar connection between the Franks and the Roman Church forms a background for the rise of the
feudal forces in Western Europe, where, still later, the Church seems to have exerted a great influence to-

ward preserving longer and more easily than would otherwise have been possible the comparative hierar-
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chy of the feudal organization. In various ways, also, religious considerations lay behind many a roman-
tic incident in the history of feudalism, the effects of some of which have been far-reaching. Morally, too,
the mental side of feudalism, -the spirit of chivalry and self-sacrifice, the permeat ing sense of contract,
and the practical training in political and social conduct consequent upon the limited local interests of the
fief and the balanced rights and obligations in more extended proportions, -may have in varying degrees
been sanctioned, rationalized, or idealized, respectively, by Christianity and Buddhism. All these impor-
tant considerations cannot, however, conceal the fact that feudalism has risen, developed, and fallen on
both Christian and Buddhist soil, and withal independently from one another. In spite of the difference in
religion and independence in history, the tremendous effects of both of which cannot be easily overesti-
mated, the feudal mind of the East and of the West showed such a remarkable coincidence in the moral
and material training it had received, that today, after their contact, Europe and Japan marvel at their
unexpectedly facile understanding of each other. If their difference is significant, no less remarkable is

[¢=3)
their resemblance, and the latter must be not a little owing to the similarity in their historical discipline.
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Thus our apparently casual question has led us to an interesting reflection that the history of the Far
East is not without lessons of serious value to the student of comparative history. Of these, one stands
before us. It is something to know that a feudalism grew up in Japan independently of but coincidently
with that in Europe, out of a set of causes much similar in nature and principle to those which gave rise
to the latter. The subject is large, and its interest from the institutional point of view needs no commen-
dation, while its importance may be measured by the great material and mental effects of feudalism that
are still operating and will for a long time to come continue to operate in the midst of society of Japan
and of the West. The study of feudal origins promises to be as difficult in Japan as it has been in Europe.
To such a complex and prolonged study, the present essay forms a brief introduction. It brings together
from ancient Japan and China some of the forces which were artificially united in 645 A.D., and out of
which grew an unexpected but thoroughly indigenous feudalism of Japan.--

---Moreover, owing to the peculiar conditions under which the Reform was effected, its investigation
will bring the student in touch with certain important features of Chinese history and civilization, whose

interest can scarcely be less than that of the Japanese. Here, however, the interest is something more
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than merely historical or institutional. Two cultures, entirely different from each other both in degree
and in kind, are not only contrasted, but are shown to have been fused together. Perhaps no subject is
more interesting to the student of the science of society than the effects of the meeting of two races or
two civilizations. The history of the Japanese institutional changes caused by the Reform, to which the
following pages are an introduction, forms, great as the subject is, but a portion of the still greater prob-
lem, whose interest is sociological, and which may be considered in the terms of the general human evolu-

&)
tion.
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