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THE JAPANESE COMMISSIONERS. — The party has been placed under the care of Major Brine, who has

shown them the lions of London, Portsmouth, &c. On the 29th they will give a banquet previous to re-

turning to France—p.1059.
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THE JAPANESE VISITORS.

MaJjor BRriNE, Royal Engineers, has been appointed by the Earl of Clarendon to take charge of the Japa-
nese party (ten), reported in our last as having arrived from France. Amongst other novelties in this
country, they have visited the Woolwich Dockyard, Lloyd's, the Royal Exchange, the Mint, the Tower,
The Times office, Blakely ordnance factory, the London Docks, Royal Hospital Chelsea, and the Bank
of England. On the 21st they started for an inspection of the dockyards, &c., at Portsmouth and Ply-
mouth. They will give a banquet at the Langham Hotel on the 29th.
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“The London and China Express” (Jan.10, 1866).
ONENQEIK ] | | 4+ D UTHARTRKATIRQSWRR IMNE L « RN « NS NN @
R 021U EE°
RONWEINIE LECREENRUUNOES BN NS VARINVIN® Yvl | CBEEEER-=Y

PP BRI

VISIT OF THE JAPANESE COMMISSIONERS TO IPSwICH.—On the 1st inst. the extensive agricultural imple-
ment works of Messrs. Ransomes ans Sims, at Ipswich, were visited by these distinguished Japanese gen-
tlemen, who arc commissioned by their Government to inspect the principal industrial establishments
in this country, and to report upon the various kinds of machinery most suitable for introduction into

the dominions of the Tycoon.

The party comprised Shibata Hiongano Kami, chief commissioner, and suite, accompanied by Major
Brine, R.E, and Captain Mason, R.N., and on their arrival at the manufactories the various agricultural
operations of thrashing, grinding, ploughing, and irrigating by stcam-power were exhibited and explained

to them; scveral small machines specially adapted to the produce of the East and Japan were also

16
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shown, and elicited numerous comments, which displayed that keen and intelligent observation for

which the Japanese are so well known.

A new traction engine, combining the most recent improvements for agricultural purposes, was the sub-
ject of marked attention. After taking lunch at the residence of the senior partner, Mr.F. A.Ransome,
the party were conducted to the Patent Stone Works, where they were much astonished to see sand
transformed into hard stone in a few minutes, by Mr. Frederick Ransome’s ingenious process. They ex-

pressed themselves as highly satisfied with all they saw in Ipswich.

ez 1N

“The London and China Express” (Jan.10, 1866).
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OUR JAPANESE VISITORS.

His Exccllency Shibata Hionga no Kami and suite left London for Paris, on the 4th inst., intending

71



to make a short stay in France, and leave Marseilles for Japan by the Messageries Imperiales steamer
on the 19th instant. During a stay of barely three wecks in this country they have visited under the
able guidance of Major Brine, a great number of national institutions and other places of intercst, as

will be seen by the following outline their itinerary.

It is worthy of remark that they have wasted no time in pleasure-seeking, or mere sight-seeing;
their investigations having been strictly confined to objects of a useful and thoroughly practical na-
ture. On the 18th December they inspected Woolwich Dockyard, examined Her Majesty’s ships Prince Al-
bert and Black Eagle, and visited the Army and Navy Club. On the 19th The Time's office, the Bank
of England, and the Mint were visited. On the 20th, the Blakely Ordnance Works, the Royal Exchange,
the Tower, and the London Docks. On the 21st, Chelsea Hospital, the Naval and Military Asylum, and
the Metropolitan Railway. On the 22nd they proceeded to Portsmouth by the South-Western Railway,
and went on board the Royal Alfred the same day. On the 23rd Portsmouth Dockyard was inspected,
as also the iron-clads Minotaur and Scorpion. On the 23rd Hilsea Barracks, Fort Southwick, and
Gosport were visited. On the 26th they proceeded by railway to Plymouth, and the following day vis-
ited Devonport, the Raglan Barracks, Piymouth Breakwater, and the Albert Bridge at Saltash; also the
dockyards at Dcvonport and Keyham. On the 28th the party returned by the Great Western Railway

to Paddington terminus, and resumed their former quarters at the Langham Hotel.
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On the 29th they went to Westminster Abbey and the Houses of Parliament, and the following day
to Millbank Penitentiary and Williamson’s sword factory. On the lst of January they started for
Ipswich, and there visited Messrs. Ransome and Sims’ manufactory of agricultural implements, and the
works of the Patent Concrete Stone Company. On thc 2nd they visited Mr. Herbert Watkins, photogra-
pher, of Regent-street, and afterwards went to the South Kensington Museum, and the Horticultural So-
ciety’s grounds, also to London Fencing Club. And on the 3rd, the day preceding their departure, his

Excellency the Commissioner had a farewell interview with Lord Clarendon at the Foreign-office.

On the evening of the 29th December his Excellency gave a banquet at the Langham Hotel to a
large party of naval and military officers, and gentlemen connected with the various institutions vis-
ited by the party. The Commissioner, who possesses in an eminent degree that courtly bearing for
which his countrymen are noted, received the guests in a most hospitable and kindly manner, in
which he was aided by Colonel Brine. The dinner was unexceptionable, and when the party broke up
at a late hour it was evident that the entertainers and their guestes were mutually pleased with each
other. Thirty-five persons sat down to dinner, among whom were the following: — General Sir J.

Burgoyne Bart, G.C.B, Constable of the Tower; Colonel Sir J. Wilson, C.B., Chelsea Hospital; General
Hutt, C.B.Secretary, Chelsea Hospital; Commodore Dunlop, Superintendent of Woolwich Dockyard; the
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Master of the Mint; Colonel Whimper (Tower of London); Colonel Adams, Secretary of the Naval and
Military Asylum; Captain Burgoyne, C.B., H.M.S., Wyvern; Captain the Hon. G.Wrottesley, A.D.C; Mr.
Sydney Locock, Secretary of the Japan Legation; Mr.Briggs, Secretary to the Admiralty; Mr.Horley, Secre-
tary, Bank of England; Mr. Myles Fenton, General Manager of the Metropolitan Raliway; Mr. Wright, of
the London and China Telegraph; Mr. Paice, Superintendent of the London Docks. Among those invited,
whose engagaments prevented their presence, were—Gen. Sir A. Woodford, G.C.B, the Governor and Dep-
uty-Governor of the Bank of England; Mr. Simonds, of The Times; Lieut. General Buller, Admiral Sir Mi-

chael Seymour, and Colonel Sir Wm. Gordon.

It is not generally known, we believe, that H. E. Shibata IHionga no Kami, and Midzousima, the chief scc-
retary, were among the party who visited this country in 1862. They have a vivid recollection of the
splendours of the International Exhibition of that year, but statc that they have found so many novel-

ties and evidences of progress as to render their present visit most interesting and instructive,

“The Times” (Jan.4, 1866).
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THE JAPANESE COMMISSTONER. —Yesterday afternoon his Excellency Shibata Hiongano Cami and suite
paid a complimentary visit to the Earl of Clarendon, with whom they had an interview at half-past 2
o'clock at the Foreign-office. After calling upon the Earl of Clarendon, the party paid their respects to
Mr. E. Hammond, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. The Commissioner and suite leave the
Langham Hotel at an early hour this morning, and, escorted by Major Brine, R.E,, will procced to the Vic-
toria Station, Pimlico, whence they will travel by the London, Chatham, and Dover Railway to Dover,
which will be reached shortly after 9 o'clock. On the 19th the whole party will embark at Marseilles
for Japan, whither they will take back a very extensive collection of works of art, jewelry, specimens
of varions kinds of English manufactures, books, &c. It is understood that his Excellency is greatly
pleased with the facility afforded by the Earl of Clarendon for thc prosecution of his inquiries, and

with the kind reception he has everywhecre met with during his tour in the country.
Acknowledgement.

My grateful thanks are due to the Newspaper Library at Collindale, London, the Public Library at
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