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A Japanese Exile in Macau:
The Paingting of St. Michael in
Seminario S. Joseé.

Nawadays Macau (#F9), a Portuguese colony, attracts many
visitors from all over the world. This city was once called “the
City of Death” in the last century, but it is going to be recre-
ated a new, modern city, sprouting dozens of new buildings here
and there. I visited Macau once and enjoyed staying there. What
attracted my attention and impressed me deeply was the old re-
mains of the facade of St.Paul’s church located almost in the
middle of the city, where quite a few Japanese Christians were
buried; reportedly they helped to build it many centuries ago.
The facade maintains the solemnity and beauty as well. During
my brief stay in Macau, | was happy to make the acquaintance
of Fr.Manuel Teixeira, an eminent orientalist and priest, who
not only showed me round the historic spots but enlightened me
greatly as to the history of the city. I well remember I was lost
in admiration of two oil-paingtings, one of which shows the
crucification of the Japanese Christians at Nagasaki and other
of St.Michael, the Archangel in Semindrio S.José (HHZEERL).
As regards the latter, the name of the painter remains unknown.
However, according to Fr.M.Teixeira, one of the four Japanese
Christians, all of whom were the disciples of Giovanni Nicolo
(1560~1626), a famous Italian priest and master in the art of sa-
cred paingtings, painted it.

Supposedly the painters are: (1) Mancio Taichiku (?~1615),
born in Udo (FE1), in the province of Higo (JE#E), died in
Macau. (2) Peter Chikuam alias Pedro Joan (?~1622), died in
Macau. (3) Todeu (?~1638), died in Macau. (4)Yacob Niva (Ff
F]?) alias Yacobo Niva (? ~1638), died in Macau. It is said
Yacob Niva towered above others as a painter. This article deals
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with the Japanese Christians in Macau and with the painting of
the Archangel. The identity of the artist, however, still remains
unknown. In conclusion, I'd like to express my deep indebtedness
to Fr.M.Texiera and some of the university libraries in Tokyo
for providing assistance during my research,
30t November 1995
Takashi Miyanaga
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