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@wms Sohn!

Bei deiner Abreise nach Russlande, um wissenschaftliche Unterweisugen zu erhalten, werde ich an dich nur einige
vornehmste Warnungen zum Andenken an mich beschenken.

Vergiss nicht allzeit die Dankbarkeit gegen unsere Regierung! Dann wirst du bei deinen Studiren dich pflichtmassig
betragen.

Folge stets gﬁm%m::mmn von deinen Lehrmeisteren! Es wirt die vornehmst Z%m:éw:&mxm: sein, um deine Wissens-
chaften zu befordern.

Brecke E::wwvﬁ obgleich in einer geringen Sache, die Zusage! Dann wird man dir deine Worter trauen.

Vermeide alle Schandlichkeiten punktlich! Dann wird es deine Jugend vermehren.

Bewahre deine mmec:mrm: wonmmm_mm_ Es wird der Brunnen sein, um sich dauerhaft auf dem Pensum zu befleirssigen.
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Und habe es zum Endzwecke, nach verscheidenen Yahren bei deiner Zuriickkunft zu erlangen das freudige und

ehrerbietige Bewillkommen von deinem mildthitigen Vater.

Y. K. Ytsuki
Yedo den 29sten des anfullender Monaten
vom lsten <m5m=7Wm§<oo
An mainen Sohn
Y.K. Bunkitsi

(Kim)
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A Brief Life of Bunkichi Ichikawa
——A student sent to Russia in the last days of the
Tokugawa Government.

Bunkichi Ichikawa was born on the 23rd of the 6th month of the
fourth year of Koka (i.e.6 June, 1847) in Edo as the eldest son of
Kanenori Ichikawa, a clansman of Hiroshima, who later became a
professor of German at Kaisei-jo or Bansho-shirabe-dokoro (later
the Imperial university of Tokyo). In the April of the seventh year of
Ansei (i.e. June 1860), he became a student of French studies and
also an care-taker of French studies of the Kaisei-jo. On the 8th of
the 4th month of the first year of Keio (i.e. 2 May, 1865), he was
ordered to study in Russia for about five years with five other
students.

The names and ranks of the students sent to Russia were as

follows:
Name Age Rank
Seijiré Ogawa 13 an acting care-taker of Dutch studies at
Kaisei-jo
Jir6 Tanaka 15 no title

Hikogord Tanaka 16 an acting care-taker of German studies at
kaisei-jo
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Bunkichi Ichikawa 19 an acting care-taker of French studies at

Kaisei-jo

Jirg Ogata 22 an acting care-taker of English studies at

Kaisei-jo

Sakuzaemon Yamanouchi 30 Hakodate-bugyosho shirabeyaku,
chief of the Investigation Bureau under

the Magistrate’s office of Hakodate

The above-mentioned students, embarking in the Russian warship
“Bogatyr” (1700t.) on the 26th of the 7th month of the first year of
Keio (i.e. 15 September, 1865), left Hakodate for Europe. The ship,
touching at Mitsunoura (in Hiroshima prefecture), Nagasaki, Hong
Kong, Singapore, Batavia, Simonstown, Capetown and St. Helena,
arrived at Plymouth in the southwest of England on the 27th of the
1st month of the second year of Keio (i.e. 13 March, 1866). Nearly
seven months had passed since they left Japan.

The Japanese students left Plymouth for Cherbourg in France on
the 9th of the second month of the same year (i.e. 25 March, 1866)
énd on landing at the French seaport, they boarded a train bound for
Paris, where they arrived on the 12th of the 2nd month (i.e. 28
March, 1866). After spending a night in Paris, they started for
Russia by train via Belgium, Prussia and Poland, finally arriving in
St. Petersburg on the 16th of the 2nd month of the second year of
Keio (i.e.l April, 1866).
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The students were received at Warsaw station in St. Petersburg
by Wadjimel, a son of losif Antonovich Goshkevich (1814-1875),
formerly the first Russian Consul General stationed in Hakodate who
had returned home prior to the arrival of the Japanese students. The
newly-arrived Japanese were showed to the house prepared before-
hand for them by Goshkevich, where they lived and received private
lessons from visiting teachers afterwards.

On the 1st of the third month of the third year of Keio (i.e. 5
April, 1867), Sakuzaemon Yamanouchi, the leader of the students,
returned home because of illness with a mission of Koide Yamatono
-kami and in the following year the other four students also went
home because of the collapse of the Tokugawa government. Bunkichi
Ichikawa, who was looked after by Erfimii Vasilevich Putiatin (1804
-1883), a diplomat and the Minister of Education, after the return
home of his fellow students, received private lessons from Ivan
Aleksandorvich Goncharov (1812-1891), the Russian novelist and
three other teachers, studying Russian, history and mathematics. It
appears that Bunkichi Ichikawa, who was detained by a love-affair
with Miss Shivilov, who bore him a son, Aleksandr Vasilvich Shur-
ilov.

In September 1873, he returned home alone, leaving his wife and
son in Russia. In the December of the same year, he was orderd to
serve as a seventh government clerk, teaching Russian at Tokyo
Gaikokugo Gakko. In February 1874, he was appointed as a second
secretary of the Japanese legation in St. Petersburg and left Japan for
Russia, accompanying Takeaki Enomoto (1836-1908), an ambassa-

dor extraordinary and plenipotentiary. It was in the capacity of
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vice-admiral that Enomoto concluded the treaty by which the south-
ern part of Saghalin was exchanged for the Kuril Islands (Chi-
~ shima). Bunkich Ichikawa acted as interpreter in the territorial
negotiations between Japan and Russia. He returned home on 21
October 1878 with Enomoto via Siberia after staying in St. Petersburg
for neary five years. In February 1879, he was relieved of the post of
secretary and was ordered to serve both in the Foreign Office and the
Ministry of Education, holding a concurrent post of teacher of
Russian in Tokyo Gaikokugo Gakko. Shimei Futabatei (1864-
1909), who later became famous as a novelist and translator of
Russian literature, was one of his disciples. When Kiyotake Kuroda,
a diplomat, started making tour of Europe and America on 23 June
1886, Bunkichi Ichikawa accompanied him as an interpreter, return-
ing home on 21 April 1887. He then retired from government service
and began to live in seclusion, returning to farming. He lived in
Atami, Kamakura and Odawara and in his closing days he lived in
Itoh city, a hot spring resort in Izu peninsula. He died of paralysis on
30 July 1927 at the age of eighty-one in the villa residence of his
daughter. He lies in the grave of the Ichikawas, Zoshigaya cemetery
park in Tokyo.

The author of this article was able to venture into the unknown
aspects of his later life thanks to his descendants. This article was

written to the memory of the late Mr. Bunkichi Ichikawa.

T. Miyanaga
Tokyo, 30 August 1990.
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