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Brief Notes on the Iwakura Mission in the
Netherlands.

The dispatch of Prince Iwakura's embassy to America and
Europe in 1871 was one of the remarkable events in the modern
history of Japan. The idea of sending a mission abroad originated
with Shigenobu Okuma (1838-1920) who was Gaikokukanfukuchiji
(i. e. vice-minister of Foreign Affairs) in 1869. In his younger days
at Nagasaki, where Okuma was sent as a selected student of the
Saga clan, he attended lectures in politics, economics and jurispru-
dence given by a missionary named Guido H. F. Verfeck (1830-98),
an American of Dutch extraction.

This missionary came up to Yeddo (present day Tokyo) in 1869
on the invitation of the new Imperial Government to act as a advi-
sor to the government. He was often asked his opinions concerning
conditions abroad. It was just before or after June 1869 that Okuma
had an interview with Verfeck, on which occasion Okuma expressed
his long-cherished idea of sending a mission to America and Europe.
A little later Verfeck privately sent to his former student and friend,
Okuma, a proposition known as ‘a brief sketch’ in which the full
particulars of the plan were written. Verfeck asserted emphatically
the importance of observing for themselves the actual state of affai-
rs in the West in order to understand Western culture and institutio-
ns. Two years, however, passed without Okuma's ideas being reali-
zed while the government was embarrassed by the approach of the
time for the revision of all the foreign treaties. It seemed to be still
premature to dispatch a mission because the ideas of the general
public were in confusion and the country itself was in social turmoil
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following the Restration. The Junior Prime Minister Tomomi Iwa-
kura (1825-83) learnt by chance of Verfeck's proposition, and he
asked him to call on him. It was on the 26th Oct. 1871 that Iwakura
had an interview with him, asking about the contents of ‘a brief
sketch’. When the Embassy was organized according to Verfeck's
suggestions and was about to leave Yokohama for America, Okuma
was, contrary to his expectations, removed from the members of the
mission by a joint conspiracy of the Satsuma and the Choshu clans.

Iwakura was ordered to be the Chief Ambassador of the Emba-
ssy by the emperor. The chief object of the mission was to present a
message from the emperor to the president or the kings in Ameri-
ca and Europe as well as to ascertain the intentions of the treaty
Powers and to investigate Western society in terms of its legal,
social, cultural, and military conditions with a view to placing Japan
on an equal basis with the advanced Western countries in the future.

The Japanese Embassy, which is commonly called the ‘Iwakura
shisetsu dan’ (i.e. the Iwakura Mission), was composed of one
hundred and seven Japanese, of whom forty-nine constituted the
Embassy, the others consisting of fifty-three officials, servants and
students studying abroad.

The chief members composing the Embassy were as follows:

Ambassador Extraordinary

NAME AND RANK OFFICIAL POSITION
Sionii TOMOMI IWAKURA -+« eeeveee ETTERN Junior Prime Minister
(Shonii=the junior third order of court rank)

Vice-Ambassadors Extraordinary

Jussami TAKAYOSHI KIDQ:weceeceererrmeenianineniine. Council of State
(Jussammi =the junior third order of court rank)
Jussammi TOSHIMITSU OKUBOQ: - -eoeereersecenees Minister of Finance
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Jushie HIROBUMI ITOH:----+-- Acting Minister of Public Works
(Jushie =the junior fourth order of court rank)

Jushie NAOYOSHI YAMAGUCHI:----- Assistant Minister of Foreign

Affairs

First Secretaries

YASUKAZU TANABE: -+ ccceeeeieee Department of Foreign Affairs

NORIVUKI KA -+ +++veeeremraeermrtemmmmmimsisisretisstmmmeesmasiieei ibid

ATSUNOBU SHIODA +e-t+eetvesetesermssrssisssiensimnsieerieerseaeiasearsesies ibid
(SABUROO)

GENICHI FUKUGHI - 1esvesetsersnmmmrruernineeientanssiesiinsresnnesassaasnns idid

HIROMOTO WATANABE---ccceeceeens Department of Foreign Affairs

TOSABURO HAYASH +eeeeesernseteeermmmenuiiiniini. ibid
(TADASU)

KEIJIRO NAGANQ:+veeeeertttetiiiniiniiiint et ibid

ROKUSABURO YAMANOUGCHI -+ rereerrereerrreameiectmmatenaeionirenenens ibid

Third Secretaries
KANDO KAWAJI-oeerearieeriene. Department of Foreign Affairs

Fourth Secretaries

DADATSUNE ANDQ: e eececeemeecneees Department of Foreign Affairs
MASAYOSHI IKEDA - vemescenireesiiieene. Department of Education

Private Secretary to Chief Ambassador

YASUNAKA GOTSUJIweererevveeesroneervuninennnnne Board of Ceremonies

Commissioners connected with the Ambassadors
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YASUSHI NOMURA -+ +c-eerenenvacannne Department of Foreign Affairs

TADAKATSU UTSUMI:«--w--+eee- Secretary to the Governor of Hiogo

NOBUTOSHI NAKAYAMA:-coeeeeeseriennannn, Vice Governor of Hiogo

YASUKAZU YASUBA:-oeeveeenees Duputy Commissioner of Revenue

TAKEICHI KUME ................................................... ’I‘he Cabinet
(KUNITAKE)

Kume was an author and editor of ‘Tokumei-zenken-taishi Bei-
okwairanzikki’ (in five volumes) published in the 11th year of Meiji
(1878) by the Hakubunsha, Tokyo. This is a very interesting account
of the travels to the United States and Europe of Ambassador Iwa-
kura and his retinue and their keen observations during the journey.
TAKAYUKI SASAKI::-- Acting Minister of the Judicial Department

Jushie AKIYOSHI YAMADA «-----+-- Brigadier-General of the Army
Jussammi MICHITOMI

HIGASHIKUZE: -+ -eeeveeeeees Chief Chamberlain of the Imperial Court
TAMEYOSHI HIDA: - -ceoeveereeiiiienn Commissioner of Dockyards

(HAMAGORO)

FURUU URIU¢+++reresrrererseorsineesiniorieeiiniesensnnenes Ministry of Railways
MITSUAKI TANAKA:cceeceereeniin. Head of Register Office
FUJIMARO TANAKA-«-coseeeemiviennnnes Department of Education etc,.

On the 23rd of December in 1871, the steamer ‘America’ carry-
ing the Iwakura Mission left Yokohama for America and arrived on
the morning of January 15th at San Francisco. After that, touring
through the United States, England, France and Belgium, the
Embassy left Antwerp in Belgium on the 24th February in 1873 for
Holland. When the Ambassador and his retinue arrived at Roose-
ndaal in Holland, they were received by Graeff van Polsbroek and
van der Tak who were in charge of the reception commitee and set
out again on their journey.

When the train arrived at the terminal station of the ‘Holla-
ndsche Spoorweg’ (i. e. Dutch Railway) in Rotterdam, the Ambassa-
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dor and his staff went abroad a river boat and crossed the Maas. On
arriving at the wharf on the other side of the river, they started for
‘Delftsche Poort’ (i. e. the railway station of ‘Hollandshe Spoorweg’
in Rotterdam) in separate carriages. Here again they got aboard a
train bound for the Hague and Amsterdam. It was at 8:20 p. m. when
the Embassy finally arrived at ‘Station Hollandsche Spoorweg ' in
the Hague, where they were greeted by many Dutch and two secre-
taries sent from the Japanese Legation in Berlin. After taking a
short rest in the station, they rode in separate carriages and went to
‘Hotel Paulez’ prepared for the Japanese by the Dutch government.

[t snowed on the 25th of January. At about 3 p. m. five carriages
sent by the Imperial Household Office arrived at the ‘Hétel Paulez’
together with Graeff van Polsbroek, van der Tak and Schouburg (.
e. vice-Grand Master of Ceremonies) to conduct the Embassy to the
Royal Palace to be granted an andience by the king. The chief
Ambassador lwakura, vice-ambassadors Itoh, Kido, Okubo and
Yamaguchi, the first secretary Tanabe, the fourth secretary Ando
rode in separate carriages escorted by a cavalry squad. When they
arrived there, they were welcomed by the Imperial Guards who pre-
sented arms, and a musical band. The Grand Master of Ceremonies
came out in person to greet them at the door and showed all the
persons to the audience chamber where King Willem the Third and
his court were standing to meet them. After exchanging mutual
greetings the Embassy retired from the chamber and went back to
the hotel. At 9 p. m. a diplomatic reception was held by the Foreign
Minister at which the Japanese presented themselves.

It rained in the day time but stopped raining in the evening of
the 26th of February, the Japanese mission went to Rotterdam to
inspect the ‘Nederlandsche Stoomboot Maatschappij' (i.e. Dutch
Steamship Company) at Feijenoord. Among the institutions the
Japanese observed with great interest were shipyards, machine too-
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Is, a sawmill and foundry. After the inspection they took lunch on a
British mailboat moored at the Maas and on that occasion they
tasted the Batavian food preserved in sugar, returning to the hotel
at 4:30 p. m.

It was fine weather on the 27th of February. In the forenoon of
the day the chiefs of the Embassy granted an audience to the corps
diplomatique, some field officers of the artillery, a supervisor of pri-
mary education and some government officials. Then the Embassy
visited the ‘Departement van Marine’ (i. e. the Naval Department)
and the ‘Huis ten Bosch’ (i.e. the house in the wood) of the ‘Haa-
gsche Bosch’ (i. e.a famous and beautiful wood in the Hague), being
accompanied by Graeff van Polsbroek.

The weather was fair on the 28th of February. The Embassy
started for Leiden at 9 p.m. under the guidance of Prof. Dr.J.J.
Hoffmann of the Rijksuniversiteit of Leiden and Dr. Pompe van M
eedervoort who was a physician in charge of the Japanese during
their stay in the Hague. They went in separate carriages along the *
straatweg naar Leiden’ (i.e. the highway which leads to Leiden)
enjoying the beautiful scenery on the way. On arriving there they
visited the ‘Het Rijks Museum van Oudheden’ (i.e. the Royal M
useum of Antiquities) in Breestraat No.28 and after that they had
lunch at the ‘Hotel Verhaaff’ (i.e. Hotel le Lion d’Or) in Breestraat
No. 24. Next they visited the ‘Rijks Ethnographisch Museum' (.e.
the Royal Ethnographical Museum) in Hoogewoerd No. 108, where
the Japanese enjoyed seeing von Siebold’s Japanese collection.

It was fair and clear on the lst of March. The Embassy acco-
mpanied by Graeff van Polsbroek visited the ‘Prins Mauritshuis M
useum’ and the ‘Koninklyk van Schilderyen’ (i. e. the Picture Galle-
ry) and was received in audience by Prince Oranje and Prince
Hendrik in the afternoon.

It was cloudy on the second of March. Nineteen persons went to
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Amsterdam accompanied by Graeff van Polsbroek and van der Tak
and visited the ‘Het Paleis’ (i. e. the Royal Palace) and art museums,
the names of which remain unknown. After visiting these places the
party of sightseers had lunch at the ‘Amster Hotel’ situated at Tulp-
Plein No. 1. And then they visited the ‘Paleis voor Volksvlijt' (i. e. the
Crystal Palace) in the Frederiks-Plein. After this the visitors went to
the famous grindery of diamonds owned by M. E. Coster in Zwane-
nburger straat No. 12. Besides these places the Japanese most proba-
bly visited or caught a glimpse of the following buildings; the ‘Rijks
Marine Dok’ (i.e. Royal Naval Harbour), the Jewish Synagogues,
the Bank of Amsterdam and the ‘Hollandsche Handelmaatschappij’
(i.e. the Dutch Trading Company) in Heerengracht No. 466. After
finishing a tour of observation through the city, they attended the
dinner party held in their honour by van der Tak, returning to the
Hague by the last train at 9:30 p. m.

It was a bit cloudy on the 3rd of March. Some persons of the
Embassy went to Voorschoten some 5 miles in the Northeast of the
Hague to visit the ‘Koninklijk Nederlandsch Fabriek van gouden en
zilveren’ (i. e. Royal Dutch Manufacture of gold and silver wares)
and at night the Embassy presented themselves at a dinner party
held by the Foreign Minister. As regards the rest of the Embassy,
they were granted an audience again by Prince Frederik at 2:30 p.
m.

The sky was overcast with thin clouds on the 4th of March. The
Chief Ambassador Iwakura, vice-ambassador [toh, the first secretary
Tanabe and interpreter Kurimoto called on the Foreign Minister (.
e. Geriche de Herwynen) at his Foreign Office to discuss the revi-
sion of the treaty. The minister said the Dutch Government was
contented with the status quo and had no intention of changing the
treaty. Besides he demanded that Japan should simplify foreign tra-
de, give free travel in the interior of the land for foreigners, open
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more free ports, and lift the ban on Christianity. The other amba-
ssadors had an audience with Prince Frederik at 2:30 p. m. and were
invited to dinner at Graeff van Polsbroek’s as well as to an evening
party at Dr. Pompe van Meerdervoort’s.

On the 5th of March, a mist lay thick over the Hague in the
morning but it broke up and became cloudy by afternocon. Some
ambassadors visited Scheveningen and spent a long time on the
beach while vice-ambassador Kido and his retinue accompanied by
van der Tak went to Amsterdam and visited ‘Noordzee Kanaal’ (i.e.
Northsea Canal) which was still under construction and studied
breakwaters, canals, sluice gates, lock gates and waterhouses. The
party also visited ‘Hoflithografen Tresling & C* (. e. Tresling litho-
graphic printing company under royal patronage) and inspected
everything with great interest. The Embassy and others were invi-
ted to a dinner party held by Prince Frederik in the ‘Huis de Pauw’
(i. e. the House of Peacock) at night.

It was slightly cloudly on the 7th of March. The Iwakura M
ission left the Hague for Berlin at 8 a. m. by the Rheinrailway. When
the train arrived at Bentheim, a border town in Prussia, Graeff van
Polsbroek and van der Tak bade farewell to the Japanese and were
replaced by the Prussian reception committee.

Thus the twelve days of the trip of the Iwakura Mission in Holland
was over. The Mission learned a great deal from their tour of inspe-
ction there but the results fell short of their expectations. They cou-
1d strengthen the ties of friendship between Japan and the Nethe-
rlands, but they could not arrive at an understanding about the revi-
sion of the treaty. Not much is known about what they brought to
Japan from this trip but it is safe to say that Dr. Sensai Nagayo (1838
~1902) rendered great service in the medical world of Japan.As a
member of the Mission he was engaged in investigating both medi-
cal education and sanitary systems while traveling. While staying in
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the Hague he had an opportunity to witness vaccinations and this
impelled him to bring home all the appliances used for inoculation.
Soon after returning home from his long journey in the autum of
1873, he established an institution called ‘Gyutoshukeijo’ (i. e. cow-
box vaccine farm) where bovine vaccine was made and inoculated,
using the appliances that he brought home from Holland. This
might be the very case that the tour of inspection in the Netherla-
nds brought a medical benefit to Japan.

In writing this essay I could make use of the Dutch Press News
related to the Iwakura Mission as new materials for the study of the
Embassy in Holland. Finally I would like to thank the Municipal
Archives in Amsterdam, Leyden and in the Hague for their various
kindness. Especially to the staff of the Royal Library in the Hague I
owe the greatest debt of my gratitude.

T. Miyanaga
Tokyo, 30 August 1987.



