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(=) ¢You cannot conccive what an effect the composition of thesc tales has had on me. I have become ambitious

of a bubble, and carcless of solid reputation. I am surrounding myself with shadows, which bewilder me, by
aping the rcalities of life. They have drawn me asidc from the beaten path of the world, and led me into a
strange sort of solitude—a solitude in the midst of men—where nobody wishes for what I do, nor thinks nor
fecls as I do. The tales have done all this. When they are ashes, perhaps I shall be as I was before they
had existence «oeee * Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Snow-Image and Uncollected Tales, Ohio State Univ, Press,
1974 (The Centenary Edition of the Works of Nathaniel Hawthorne Vol. XI), p. 172.

(x) Ibid., p. 171.
(») “But, there docs secem to be one honest man among these seventeen unrighteous ones, and he tells me

fairly, that no American publisher will meddle with an American work, seldom if by a known writer, and
never if by a new one, unless at the writer's risk.” Ibid., p. 173.

(=) ‘eeeees I have a horror of what was created in my own brain -« * Ibid., p. 171.
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(&) ¢+ Sometimes my ideas were like precious stoncs under the earth, requiring toil to dig them up, and
care to polish and brighten them; but often, a delicious stream of thought would gush out upon the page at
once, like water sparkling up suddenly in the desert; and when it had passed, I gnawed my pen hopelessly,
or blundered on with cold and miscrable toil, as if there were a wall of ice between me and my subject.’
1bid., p. 174.

() ‘- My picture, painted in what seemed the lovcliest hues, presents nothing but a faded and in
distinguishable surface. I have been eloquent and poetical and humorous in a dream—and behold! it is all
nonsense, now that I am awake.’ Ib4:d., p. 175.

(~) “+--- An outlaw from the protection of the grave—one whosc ashes every carcless foot might spurn, un
honored in life, and remembered scornfully in death! ...’ Idid., p. 175.

(=) Sce C. E. Frazer Clark, Jr., Nathaniel Hawthorne : A Descriptive Bibliography, Univ. of Pittsburgh
Press, 1978, pp. 197, 415.

() The Author of Twice-Told Toles has a claim to one distinction, which, as none of his litcrary brethren
will carc about disputing it with him, he need not be afraid to mention. He was, for 2 good many years,
the obscurest man of letters in America. Nathaniel Hawthorne, Twice-Told Tales, Ohio State Univ. Press,
1974 (The Centenary Edition Vol. IX), p. 3.

(2) an enjoyment (the pleasure itself of composition] not at all amiss in its way, and perhaps essential to the
merit of the work in hand, but which, in the long run, will hardly keep the chill out of a writer’s heart, or
the numbness out of his fingers. To this total lack of sympathy, at the age when his mind would naturally
have becen most effervescent, the Public owe it, that the Author can show nothing for the thought and
industry of that portion of his life, save the forty sketches, or thereabouts, included in these volumes. I&id.,
pp. 3-4.

(=) They have the pale tint of flowers that blossomed in too retired a shade—the coolness of a meditative
habit, which diffuses itself through the feeling and observation of every sketch. Instead of passion, there is
sentiment; and, even in what purport to be pictures of actual lfie, we have allegory, not always so warmly
dressed in its habiliments of flesh and blood, as to be taken into the reader’s mind without a shiver. Whether
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from lack of power, or an unconquerable reserve, the Author’s touches have often an effect of tameness; the
merriest man can hardly contrive to laugh at his broadest humor; the tenderest woman, one would suppose,
will hardly shed warm tcars at his deepest pathos. This book, if you would sce anything in it, requires to
be rcad in the clear, brown, twilight atmosphere in which it was written; if opened in the sunshine, it is apt
to look exceedingly like a volume of blank pages. [bid., p. 5.

(X)) Sec Kenneth Dauber, Rediscovering Hawthorne, Princeton, New Jersey : Princeton Univ. Press, 1977,
p. 56.

(%) I did not very strcnuously opposc this determination, being privately of opinion, in spite of my partiality for
the author, that his tales would make a more brilliant appearance in the fire than anywhere else. Hawthorne,
The Snow-Image, p. 173.

(Z) The remainder of the works, alluded to, had a very brief existence, but on the score of brilliancy, enjoyed
a fate vastly superior to that of their brotherhood, which succeeded in getting through the press. In a word,
the Author burned them without mercy or remorse, (and, moreover, without any subsequent regret,) and had
more than one occasion to marvel that such very dull stuff, as he knew his condemned manuscripts to be,
should yet have posscssed inflammability enough to set the chimney on firc! Hawthorne, Twice-Told Tales,
p. 4.

() See Lea Bertani Vozar Newman, A Reader's Guide to the Short Stories of Nathaniel Hawthorne,

Boston, Mass.: G. K. Hall & Co., 1979, p. 126.

(2) See Elizabeth Lathrop Chandler, A Study of the Sources of the Tales end Romances Written by Nathaniel
Hawthorne Before 1853, Folcroft, Pa.: The Folcroft Press, Inc., 1926 (reprinted 1969), p. 58. See also Newman,
A Reader's Guide, p. 125.

(%) The last words he said to me were, “Burn my papers—all that you can find in yonder escritoire; for I fear
there are some there which you may be betrayed into publishing. 1 have published enough; as for the old
disconnected journal in vour possession—” But here my poor {riend was checked in his utterance by that same
hollow cough which would never let him alone. So he coughed himself tired, and sunk to slumber. I watched
from that midnight hour till high noon on the morrow for his waking. The chamber was dark; till, longing
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for light, I opened the window-shutter, and the broad day looked in on the marble features of the dead!
Hawthorne, Snow-Image, p. 312.

(%) The sketches are not, it is hardly necessary to say, profound; but it is rather more remarkable that they
so seldom, if ever, show any design on the writer’s part to make them so. They have none of the abstruseness
of idea, or obscurity of expression, which mark the written communications of a solitary mind with itself.
Hawthorne, Twice-Told Tales, p. 6.

(&) They arc not the talk of a secluded man with his own mind and heart, (had it been so, they could hardly
have failed to be more deeply und permanently valuable,) but his attempts, and very imperfectly successful
ones, to open an intercourse with the world. I6:id., p. 6.

(R) See Julian Hawthorne, Nathanicl Hawthorne and His Wife: A Biography, Vol. 1, Archon Books, 1884
(reprinted 1968), p. 124. )

(X)) Just as the destruction was completed, Newton opcned the chamber-door, and perceived that the labors of
twenty ycars were reduced to a heap of ashes. There stood little Diamond, the author of all the mischief.
Almost any other man would have scntenced the dog to immediate death. But Newton patted him on the
head, with his usual kindness, although grief was at his hcart. Nathaniel Hawthorne, True Stories From
History and Biography, Ohio State Univ. Press, 1972 (The Centenary Edition Vol. VI), p. 236.



