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. Instead of the central passion it gives the analogies or
embodied likeness in which the mysterious passion itself is
refracted. To do so becomes the burden of a passage near the
novel’s end, where, even when it is wrenched from context, one
can imagine an unspoken statement of Milly to Densher, as she
leaves him to face alone her doom:

“She had throughout never a word for what went on at home.
She came out of that and she returned to it, but her nearest
reference was the look with which, each time, she bade him
good-bye...” It's what I have to see and to know——so don't touch
it. That but wakes up the old evil, which I keep still, in my
way, by sitting by it. I go now——-leave me alone | —to sit by
it again. The way to pity me——if that’s what you want—is
to believe in me. If we could really do anything it would be
another matter.””

There is the form of Milly’s passion, rendered by a passage which
describes not Milly, but Kate, the look Kate gives Densher to
say that she must leave him to sit alone by her penniless, sick,
and ruined father. And her suffering, so similar to Milly's yet so
different, is so precisely analogous to Milly’s that the same
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passage can give the form for both",
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It isn’t no doubt, however——to recover, after all, our critical
balance——that the pattern didin't, for each compartment, get
itself somehow wrought, and that we mightn’'t thus, piece by
piece, opportunity offering, trace it over and study it. The thing
has doubtless, as a whole, the advantage that each piece is true
to its pattern, and while it pretends to make no simple statement
it yet never lets go its scheme of clearness: Appli‘cations of this
scheme’ are continuous and exemplary enough, though I scarce
leave myself room to glance at them®.
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I recognize meanwhile, throughout the long earlier reach of
the book, not only no deformities but, I think, a positively close
and felicitous application of method, the preserved consistensies
of which, often illusive, but never really lapsing, it would be of
a certain diversion and might be of some profit, to follow*.

At my game, with renewed zest, of driving portents home,
I have by this time all the choice of those that are to brush
that surface with a dark wing. They are used, to our profit, on
an elastic but a definite system; by which I mean that having
to sound here and there a littel deep, as a test, for my basis of
method, I find it everywhere obstinately present. It draws the
“occasion” into tune and keeps it so, to repeat my tiresome
term;...»
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The peace, within a day or two——since his seeing her last—
had clearly been broken; differences, deep down, kept there, by
a diplomacy on Kate's part as deep, had been shaken to the
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surface by some exceptional jar;...®
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Thus it was that, aloft there in the great gilded historic
chamber and the presence of the pale personage on the wall,
whose eyes all the while seemed engaged with her own, she
found herself suddenly sunk in something quite intimate and
humble and to which these grandeurs were strange enough
witnesses. It had come up, in the form in which she had had to
accept it, all suddenly and nothing about it, at the same time,
was more marked than that she had in a manner plunged into
it to escape from something else. Something else, from her first
vision of her friend’s appearance three minutes before, had been
present to her even through the call made by the others on her
attention: something that was perversely there, she was more
and more uncomfortably finding, at least for the first moments
and by some spring of its own, with every renewal of their
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meeting. “Is it the way she looks to him?” she asked herself—
the perversity being how she kept in remembrance that Kate
was known to him?.
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Little by little indeed, under the vividness of Kate’'s behavior,
the probabilities fell back into their order. Merton Densher was
in love and Kate couldn’t help it—could only be sorry and kind:
wouldn’t that, without wild flurries, cover everything? Milly at
all events tried it as a cover, tried it hard, for the time; pulled
it over her, in the front, the larger room, drew it up to her
chin with energy?®.
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She did at last make him think, and it was fairly as if light broke,
though not quite all at once. “You must let me say I do see. Time
for somethng in particular that I understand you regard as possible.
Time too that, I further understand, is time for you as well.”

“Time indeed for me as well” And encouraged visibly by his glow
of concentration, she looked at him through the air she had painfully
made clear. Yet she was still on her guard. “Don’t think, however,
I'll do all the work for you. If you want things named you must
name them.”

He had quite, within the minute, been turning names over; and
there was only one, which at last stared at him there dreadful, that
properly fitted. “Since she’s to die I'm to marry her?”

It struck him even at the moment as fine in her that she met it with
no wincing nor mincing. She might for the grace of silence, for favour
to their conditions, have only answered him with her eyes. But her
lips bravely moved. “To marry her.”

“So that when her death has taken place I shall in the natural course
have money ?”
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It was before him enough now, and that he had nothing more to
ask; he had only to turn, on the spot, considerably cold with the
thought that all along—to his stupidity, his timidity——it had been,
it had been only, what she meant. Now that he was in possession
moreover she couldn’t forbear, strangely enough, to pronounce the
words she hadn’t pronounced: they broke through her controlled and
colourless voice as if she should be ashamed, to the very end, to
have flinched. “You'll in the natural course have money. We shall
in the natural course be free.”®

FRETCHRLTARIABHDD - ECEED, 1Y —DEABRI
BEPTTC, SR THOBYHARCTHET, 1 P2 LALT LR, £
THRCHLTWL I DIR—2RIIEITHI LR THVENHEX—ADD
Db, FEHADSDANEEELES, LRMLALDTLHSL, FAKC
Uk h SR — CRBEL S O LD B ehi s, FERCZhER OHRE
PELWLDEEME D LHATHENLTH D, LIy A P OFEHIHX
SEOEHCELINT WD LA, EMCELE HoBvk £l ER
BF> LD 54 DHRBEONEYHECARNEZED, L\wH &
H Lo,

PR L oA HEI RO SO TRV, BEDOHEITIR D2 T
[ROBETVBLOOELIRBRLWTLEEW] LBRAIL->TEVH-
Fo L DL DRI OBEMB MR ELEELTE, COTXT VY 4+ —DA
H L5 DIRDWT O B H RS B REIORM, =O—HMORE LB
5T A, NRITITHRA F HARBBRS X IS DRITOWTES T
WB, HAVNROTIEREICH I EFELAD> O, ¥ 1 bAMECH L THT
FHAH SOEBCRATAHEEORRIONE L HITT — T AD B
e, BOTESHOBULET S M BT RFT, ZOBENE
ATHERLEBTC Ltk TLEW [RFE] RBREBWLIXE LR, &4
BHEREHL, TRBOENHXEDOWTRD X HICERT %,

“Men are too stupid——even you. You didint understand just
now why, if I post my letters myself, it won't be for anything
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so vulgar as to hide them.”
“Oh you named it for the pleasure.”
“Yes; but you didin’t, you don’t, understand what the pleasure

may be. There are refinements—— ! ” she more patiently dropped.
“] mean of consciousness, of sensation, of appreciation,” she went
on. “No,” she sadly insisted—“men don’t know. They know in

such matters almost nothing but what women show them'.”
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“The great thing,” Kate then resumed, “is that she’s saisfied.
Which,” she continued, looking across at him, “is what I've
worked for.”

“Satisfied to die in the flower of her youth?”
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“Well, at peace with you.”

“Oh ‘peace’ | ” he murnured with his eyes on the fire.

“The peace of having loved.”

He raised his eyes to her. “Is that peace?”

“Of haveing been loved,” she went on. “That is. Of having,”
she wound up, “realised her passion. She wanted nothing more,
She had all she wanted.”

Lucid and always grave, she gave this out with a beautiful
authority that he could for the time meet with no words™.
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And it was the front so presented that had been, in Milly,
heroic; presented with the highest heroism, Aunt Maud by this
time knew, on the occasion of his taking leave of her. He had
let her know, absolutely for the girl's glory, how he had been
received on that occasion: with a positve effect——since she was
indeed so perfectly the princess that Mrs. Stringham always
called her—of princely state.

Before the fire in the great room that was all arabesques and
cherubs, all gaiety and gilt, and that was warm at that hour too
with a wealth of autumn sun, the state in question had been
maintained and the situation——well, Densher said for the con-
venience of exquisite London gossip, sublime. The gossip, for
it came to as much at Lancaster Gate——wasn’t the less exquisite
for his use of the silver veil, nor on the other hand was the
veil, so touched, too much drawn aside'?.
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1) Laurence B.Holland, The Expense of Vision (Baltimore, 1982). pp.
314-3151.
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Those addressed to “conditions of publication” have in a degree their
interesting, or least their provoking side; but their charm is qualified by
the fact that the prescriptions here spring from a soil often wholly alien to
the ground of the work itself. They are almost always the fruit of anoth-
er air altogetheer and conceived in a light liable to represent within the
circle of the work itself little else than darkness. still, when not too
blighting, they often operate as a tax on ingenuity——that ingenuity
of the expert craftsman which likess to be taxed very much to the same
tune to which a well-bred horse likes to be saddled. The best and finest
ingenuities, however, nevertheless, with all respect to that truth, are apt

to be, not one’s compromises, but one’s fullest conformities, ....
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3) Henry James, The Wings of the Dove (New York, A Norton Critical
Editon) p.11
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6) Ibid. p. 378,
7) Ibid. p. 140.
8) Ibid. p. 180.
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