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“In my time,” said the grandmother, folding her thin veined fin-
gers, “children were more respectful of their native states and their
parents and everything else. People did right then. Oh look at
the cute little pickaninny” she said and pointed to a Negro child
standing in the door of a shack. “Wouldn’t that make a picture,
now ?” she asked and they all turned and looked at the little Negro
out of the back window. He waved.

“He didn’t have any britches on,” June Star said.

“He probably didn’t have any,” the grandmother explained.

“Little niggers in the'country don’t have things like we do. If
I could paint, I'd paint that picture,” she said.®?
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The grandmother shrieked. She scrambled to her feet and stood
staring. “You're The Misfit!” she said. “I recognized you at once !”

“Yes’m,” the man said, smiling slightly as if he were pleased in
spite of himself to be known, “but it would have been better for
all of you, lady, if you hadn’t of reckernized me.”*®
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“Listen,” Bailey began, “we’re in a terrible predicament ! Nobody
realizes what this is,” and his voice cracked. His eyes were as
blue and intense as the parrots in his shirt and he remained per-
fectly still.

The grandmother reached up to adjust her hat brim as if she were
going to the woods with him but it came off in her hand. She
stood staring at and after a second she let it fall on the ground. ®
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There was a pistol shot from the woods, followed closely by
another. Then silence. The old lady’s head jerked around. She
could hear the wind move through the tree tops like a long satisfied
insuck of breath. “Bailey Boy !” she called.

“I was a gospel singer for a while,” The Misfit said. “I been most
everything. Been in the arm service, both land and sea, at home
and abroad, been twict married, been an undertaker, been with the
railroads, plowed Mother Earth, been in a tornado, see a man burnt
alive oncet,” and looked up at the children’s mother and the little
girl who were sitting close together, their faces white and their
eyes glassy; “I even seen a woman flogged,” he said.

“Pray, pray,” the grandmother began, “pray, pray...”®?
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“She was a talker, wasn’t she ?” Bobby Lec said, sliding down
the ditch with a yodel.

“She would of been a good woman,” The Misfit said, “if it had
been somebody there to shoot her every minute of her life.”

“Some fun!” Bobby Lec said.

“Shut up, Bobby Lee,” The Misfit said. “It’s no real pleasure in

life.”
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