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Children encounter the left-right visually reversed world:
An examination through a scientific event held in Hiroshima City
Ebayama Museum of Meteorology

YOSHIMURA Hirokazu and SEKIGUCHI Hiromi

Ninety elemental school children wore the left-right reversing goggles for a few minutes and
performed some brief tasks, walking a few steps to a target, picking up an object, writing letters,
and swinging the head horizontally. They expressed their feelings of the visually left-right
reversed world using onomatopoeia. Many of them wrote Japanese Kana correctly based on the
normal-vision people’s criterion and reported the direction of the swinging of the scene to be
opposite of their head motion direction. These results remarkably differ from the data already
obtained from adult participants.

We discussed that using onomatopoeia should be one of the prominent methods to grasp the
effects of the visual transposition on children.



