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JohnCornfOrd(1915-36） 

andtheSpanishCivilWar 

YOKawanari 

lTheBatUeofLopera 

ThereisasmaUvillagenamedLopera５０kilometerstothesouthofJaen 

and6OkilometerstotheeastofCordoba,Andaluciamthesouthempartof 

Spain.Itisatinyvillagebarelynoticeabｌｅｏｎａｍａｐｄｒａｗｎｔｏａｓｃａｌｅｏｆｌ:1,000, 

000． 

UkemostSpanishvillagesandtowns,LoperahasasquareinthefOrmof 

patiｏａｔthecenter・Agrandchurchstandsinthecenteroflhesquare・Onits

wallmemorialletterswereengravedinpraiseofsoldierswhofOughtinGeneral 

Franco,s``LaCnqzada'，andwerekilled・

AfewremainsoflSlamicculturemakeLoperasUghUydifferenthPommany 

otherSpanishvillages・Mosaicpavingstones,Islamictowersandtherowsofold

houseswithwhiteplastertellusthattheyhavebeenthroughcenmriesofwind 

andrain・

AttherearofthechurchwasafOrt,lookinglikeanaturalstronghold･ 

PerhapsitwasbuiltbytheRomansandhassilentlykeptwatchingmanyawar 

thatbrokeoutonthelberianPeninsula,includingtheSpanishCivilWar・

AtanearlystageoftheSpanishCivilWar,Franco，srebelarmybmught 

thewholeofAndaluciaundercontroLOn26Decemberl936theoperationsto 

captureLoperawerecarriedoutinordertobloCkFranco，sadvancetothenorth 

andwinbackCordoba 

JustbefOrethis,ａｔthelnternationalBrigadebaseofA1bacete,Murcia,no 

lessthanl45Britishvolunteers,includinglrishandScottish,hadarrived・Atthe

nearbyviUagecalledMadriguerastheyweretrainingasthe`Ｎｏ．１Company， 
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whichconsistedonlyofBritishvolunteersThecommanderoftheCompany 

wasGeorgeNathan,awalTantofficeroftheBritishAImyatWO11dWarland 

afterwardsoftheImperialGuardDivision､TheCompanywasattachedtothe 

neWlyestablishedFrenchBattaUonofthelntemationalBrigade・

OntheChristmasＥｖｅ1936,theNo.１ＣompanytogetherwiththeFrench 

BattalionandthetwoFrenchCompanies,wasgiveninstructionstomakea 

sortieandgotonatrainboundfOrAndUjaratMadrigueras・TYlenatAndUjar

theyadvancedalongtheroadtotheirstrategicgoal,Lopera、

On26DecembertheattaCkatLoperabegan.IntontwastheBritishNol 

Company・ThentheFrenchBattalionandthetwoSpanishCompaniesThe

vanguardsoldiersadvancedtoLoperawitholivebranchesastheircover・When

theya1TivedatthetopofahillWhererowsofhouseswithwhiteplastercouldbe 

seen,suddenlythevolleyfiringbeganatthevillagefortress・Toorderto

proceedcoveringHrehomthenewestmachinegunshouldbeprovidedbythe 

FTenchBattalionashadbeenplannedintheirtactics､Howevertherewasno 

coveringnre・TheBattaUonCommander,Ｌｔ・CoLLaSall,ｄｉｄnothingbutgave

ordersfmmbehmdtothesoldiersinfOrwardpositionstｏadvance・TheFfench

BattalionremainedwaitingataplacefarfromtheviUagechurchandthetwo 

SpanishCompanieswereevenfartheraway・

TowardeveningtheattackbytheFrancorebelswasgettingstrongerand 

ＮｑｌＣｏｍｐａｎｙｈａｄｔｏｒｅｔｉｒｅｔｏｔｈｅｒｅａｒslopeofthehillside,whichwaslater 

called`theEnglishCrest，､Fortwodaysthebattlecontinued,eachsidenow 

advancingandnowretrｅａｔｉｎｇ 

Ａｔｄａｗｎｏｎ２８，Ｎｏ．１Companylaunchedanall-outattackfrom`the 

EnglishCrest，、ThistimetheFrenchBattalionbeganthecoveringfire，

disobeyingCommanderLaSaH，sordertostandby・No.１Companymanagedto

reachtheexternalwallofthevillage,thoughtheyweresometimesmistakenly 

attackedbytheBattalionhPombehindbecauseoflaCkofpmpercommunication 

inthehastilyplannedoperations・Ａｓｔｈｅｓｕｎｒｏｓｅ,theFrancotroopsstruck

backmorefiercelywithstraiingraidsandafterafOurhours，desperatenght 

CaptainGeolgeNathanorderedtheCompanytoretreatto`theEnglishCrest，． 
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TheoperationwasacompletefailureCasualtieswerehighandN０．１ 

Companyhadtoretreat,leavingthedeadbodiesbehindinthebattlefield 

AmongthosewasthebodyofJohnCornfOrd(1915-36),agraduatestudentof 

historyatTrmityCollege,CambridgeUniversity・

ＪｏｈｎCornfOrdwaskilledeitheronthenightof27thorbefOredawnonthe 

28th,inotherwords,onhis21thbirthdayoronthenextmornmg・Accordingto

oneofhisfellowsoldiers,helastsawJohncoveringtheretreatingNo1 

Company・ＮoonesawJohndieinthebattle,andhisbodywasnotidentified

ThebatUebytheRepublicanstocapturethesmallvillageofLoperawas 

lost・ItsfrontstrangelyisolatedfromotherRepublicanfrontsandmadea

sacrinceofmanylivesontheirside・However,thegeneralheadquartersofthe

RepUblicanArmysulprisinglyissuedthevictoriouscommunique:Duringthe 

daytheadvancecontinuedwithoutthelossofanytelTitory，．（１） 

Ｉｎｔｈｅｅｖｅｎｉｎｇｏｆ２８Ｄｅｃｅｍｂｅｒ,afterthefailureoftheoperationsat 

Lopera,CommanderLaSalloftheBattalionwasaccusedofspyingfOrFranco 

andoftakingabribehomtheItaliaｎＡｒｍｙｂｙＡｎｄｒｅＭａｒｔｙ（1886-1956)， 

commanderofthelnternationalBrigadeBaseandamemberoftheCentral 

CommitteeofCominternwhomJosephStaUnputunchangedtmustin､LaSallwas 

tried,anddeclaredguiltythoughhecriedoutfOrhisinnocenceHewasshot 

twentyminutesafterthedecision.(2)LaSallemighthavebeenacowardasa 

cｏｍｍanderbutheseemstohavebeenthelastmantobeengagedinspylng． .（３） 

WithhisincomparablyheroicparticipationintheSpanishCivilWar,the 

earlydeathofJohnCornfordontheverydayofhis21stbirthdayorthe 

followingmorningyieldedalotof`legends'ａｂｏｕｔｈｉｍｉｎｌｉｎｅｗｉｔｈｔｈｅ 

ＣｏｍｍｕｎｉｓｔParty'spropagandaatthattime． 

２John，sAwakeningtoPoUtics 

Ｏｎ２７Ｄｅｃｅｍｂｅｒｌ９１５,RupertJohnCornibrdwasborninCambridgeas 

thenrstsonofFrancisM・CornfOrd（1874-1943),Professorofclassicsat

CambridgeUniversity,andhiswifeFrancesCornfbrd(1886-1960),herselfa 
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well-knownGeorgianpoet・TheCornfOrdsweredescendantsofthepoet

laureate,WilliamWordsworth（1770-1850)andtheevolutionist,Charles 

Darwin(1809-82).Thefirstnameoftheirsonwasnamed`Rupert，,afterthe 

GeolgianpoetRupertBrCoke（1887-1915)himselfaCambridgegraduate 

andclosefriendoftheCornfOrdslnAprilofthesameyearJohnwasbom， 

BrookehaddiedofadiseasecontractedattheGreekwarhPont・Soonafterhis

deathananthologyofhispoeticalworks,１９１４α"ｄｏ枕cγＰｂ”s,waspubnshed

andhebecametheNationalPoetovemight､(4)Johnwascalled`RupertJohn， 

onlyinhisiniancy・Ｈｅｄｉｄｎ'ｔＵｋｅｈｉｓｈｒｓｔｎａｍｅ`RuperfmuchandbefO正long

hecametobecalledsimplyJohn'・

InhisinfancyandchildhoodJohnwasashyandfastidiousshubmchild 

Whenhebeganreading,hetriedtoexpresswhathehadreadinabookby 

drawingpicturesHealｓｏspenthoursandhoursstudyingplantsandanimalsin 

illustratedbooks・Inthecourseoftimehebecameabsorbedmreadingbooksof

histoly・Hepaidnoattentiontoworksofhctionorreligiousones,sayingthat

thosehadnoreahty,InOctoberl929heenteredStoweSchool,apubUcschool 

inBuCkinghamshire,asascholar・PerhapsparUyfOrjustreUevingtheboredom

ofhisdormitoryliie,JohnoftenwrotetohismotherandgoodhFiends,including 

hispoemsandessaysonpoetryWhichshowedhiskeeninterestinliterature.(5) 

ＷｈｅｎJohn,syoungerbrotherChristopherenteredthesameschool,he 

fOundJohnvelycliticaloftheeducationalpolicyandregulationsoftheschooL 

HewasespeciallyopposedtothoseofOfDcer'sTminingSchool(OTS)towhich 

evelystudentshouldjoin,andcalledhimselfanantimilitaristHealsoyeamed 

fOrsocialisticsocietyandwhiletakingawalkwithhisbrotherintheschooｌ 

yard,talkedaboutthenationalizationofindustries,andeconomicunfaimessina 

capitalisticsociety・NordidhedidfOIgettoadvisehisbrother,saying,"Don，tgo

shoutingaboutit,ｏｒyou，llmakeyourselfunpopular.',(6) 

OnceJohnthoughtoutaplanof`revolution，,wherealltheteachers 

expelledandtheschooladministeredonlybystudentsHisideasaboutpoetly 

hadchangeddrastically・Nowhedespisedhismother，sfavoriteslikeA1fred

Tennyson(1809-92)andRobertBrowning(1812-89)andwasrepelledby 
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the“socialescapism'，oftheGeorgianPoets・Hisviewonpoetryandhis

mother，sweresplitdefinitely・

JohnwasthenfascinatedbytheworkofRobertGraves,apoetwhohad 

survivedof`theWarPoets'inWorldWarl,andalittlelateronbyTS・Eliotand

W.Ｈ・Auden､Ａｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅｔｉｍｅｈｉｓｃｏｎｃｅｒｎｔｕｒｎｅｄｈomliteraturetowards

politics,especiaUytosocialism・HisbrotherChristopherrecalls;`ItwasparUy

throughthesearchfOrasociologicalorhistoricalexplanationfOrthenatureofa 

poemthathecametoconsidercontemporarysociety,ａｎｄｓｏＣｏｍｍｕｎｉｓｍ'．(7) 

ItwasthebirthoftheMacDonaldNationalGovemmentinAugustl931 

andtheshanpdeclineofthelabourPartyinthegeneralelectionmOctoberthat 

awakenedyoungJohnattheageofl5totherealityofcontemporarypohticsln 

FebruaryhewroにtohishiendSidneyShifflsaying；

TYleelectionseemstomeapieceofsheerpoUticallunacyonthepart 

oftheelectorates・Ｔｈｅｇｏｖｅｍｍｅｎｔｈａｓｎｏｓｏｒｔｏｆｐｒｏｇｒａｍorpolicy

whateverandittakesintoofficenothingwhateverexceptarecordof 

politicaldishonestyalmostasgreatastheSocialists,ｏｒgreater・Ithink

there，UbetroubleintheNorthbefOrelongiftheConⅡnunistolganizesthe 

unemployedaswellasthesufhFagetteswereolganizedinl913.(8) 

Aboutthesametime,Johnwrotetoanotherfriendaskingtoremove 

misunderstandingabouttheSovietUnionThusJohnwashastilyapproaching 

theCommunismandtheCommunistParty・

HislettertoTYistanJones,anotherhiendofhis,inOctoberl932,inwhiCh 

hecomplainsofhisbusylifereadingT112cCtZ，jmJandwritinganessayon 

Auden,endswiththefOUowingquestions． 

CanyoutellmewhattherecentinstructionsofCominterntothe 

Communistsherewere？A11Ihavefoundaboutitwasaverybiased 

paragraphinZ7icTY腕８s,hFomwhichlcouldn，tgatherthefacts・TheBook

room,`wedon'tknowwhy,,can'ｔｇｅｔｔｈｅＤａｊｌｙＷＤ戒e〃Isthereany
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Communistsweek1ypaperthatwoulddoinstead？(9) 

lnDecemberl931，ａｔｔｈｅａｇｅｏｆｌ６Ｊｏｈｎｐａｓｓｅｄｔｈｅｓcholarship 

examinationtoTYinilyCollege・CambridgetobegrantoflOOpoundsayear､He

chosethisCollegesincetheCornfOrdfamilyhadgraduatedhomthatmost 

prestigiouscollegeofCambridgefbrgenerationsandsoitwasconsideredbest 

fOrhisstudy・

TrinityCoUegewasfOundedbyHenryⅥⅡ(1491-1547)ml546andit 

wasitsconventionthattheywouldnotacceptstudentsundeｒｔｈｅａｇｅｏｆｌ８ 

Ｈｏｗｅｖｅｒ,ｉｎＯｃｔｏｂｅｒｌ９３３ｗｈｅｎｈｅｂｅｃａｍｅｌ７ｙｅａrsoldJohnwasaccepted 

oneyearearlierthanusuaLHewasaspecialcase・

JohnhadalmostoneyearthenbefOreentelingCambridgeUniversity・On

receivingthenoticeofhisadmissionfomCambridge,hequitStoweSchool 

withouthisparents，approvaLInJanuaryl933heregisteredintwoclassesfOr 

thefOllowingsemesterattheLondonSchoolofEconomicsandPoliticalScience 

(LSE)HechoseLSEsincehewantedtoliveaheelifebyhimselfandLSEwas 

thestrategicpointofstudentmovementsatthattime、

Ｏｎｌ７ＭａｒｃｈｈｅｂｅｃａｍｅａｍｅｍｂｅｒｏｆｔｈｅＹoungCommunistLeague 

(YＣＤ,ayouthorganizationoftheCommunistParty・Hedevotedhimselfnot

onlytotheactivitiesoftheLeaguebutalsomorewidelytootheryouthand 

labourmovementssothatthosemovementsshouldjoinhandswithone 

another,Hewrotetooneofhisfliends,TristanJones,thathehadlittlehee 

time,hardlyenoughtowritelettersashewasworkingsohardinseveral 

importantpostssuchasChiefSecretaryoftheNationalStudentUnion,Chief 

EditoroftheUnion，sjournal,７７ｉｅＳｊ"火"ｵﾘﾉﾋz"gzZα”,AssistantEditorofTｿbc

Yb脚塘Ｗ勺沈erandasecretalyofastudygrouponthetransportationindustlyin

theresearchsectionofalabourunion・Hehadbeenvelyactiveinsuchvalious
fields 

Whilebusywithallthesedoingsocialactivities,heoftendroppedin 

BartonStreetBookstoreafewdoorsawayfromhislodginghouseinBarton 

Street・Thebookstorewasthefavouritehauntofyoungpoetsandleftistsinthe
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1930,s､Atthestorewereonsalebulkyred-coverClassicalbookspubUshedby 

MalxPEngelsPLeninAssociation,yellow巴coverpamphletswrittenbyHalTyPollitt

(1890-1960)('o),ChiefSecretalyoftheCommunistParty,andbyPalmeDutt 

(1896-1924),AssistantSecretaryofthesame,poetlybooksbyW・HAuden，

StephenSpender,CecilDayLewis(1904-72)andLouisMacNeice(1907-

63),ﾊﾙ〃Ｓ#g7zat"恋.ｊＷｚｕＣｂ""tryandjVb〃ﾜﾋﾞﾊﾟalnshort,thebookstorewasa

suitableinfOrmationcentertoprovidewiththenewsaboutthedevelopmentof 

newsocialistmovementsinBritainandnewtrendsinHteratureandpoetry・

AtthisbookstoreJohnmetEsmondRomilly(1918-41).Thel5yeamld 

nephewofSirWinstonLSChurchill,hadpublishedamagazinewiththe 

keynoteofanti-publicschool,Ｏ"ｔｑｆＢｏ""｡s,athisownexpenseafterleaving 

WellingtonCollegeinoppositiontoitsconservatism,militarismandfascismand 

latermetJohnagainaccidentallyattheMadridfront・PhilipToynbeewas

anotherpersonwithwhomJohnbecameacqaintannceatthebookstore,PhiUp 

hadrunawayfromtheprestigiouspublicschooLRugby,stimulatedby 

Esmond，smagazine・

InAugustWhenJohn,hisbrotherandotherLSEactivistswerecampingat 

aNorfOIkbeach,EastAnglia,hebecameoninlimatetermswithayoungwoman 

activisthPomWalesnamedRayPeters,whowasseveralyearsolderthanheand 

fromaworkingclassfamily・soonJohnbegantolivewithRayinLondon．

３RadicalStudentMovementsandJohn，sWanderingsinYbuth 

lnOctoberl933,JohnenteredtheTrinityCoUegeofCambridge 

Universityattheageofl7,oneyearearlierthanusuaLHisbelove｡,Ray,ｗａｓ 

ｌｉｖｉｎｇｉｎＬｏｎｄｏｎａｎｄｈｅｃａｍｅｂａＣｋtoLondoneveryweekendBefOrelongshe 

camesecretlytoCambridgeandtheylodgedtogetherwithan 

acquaintance,Malxistphilosopher・ThusJohnhadtwoplacestolivein,hisown

roomattheCollegeandthelodginghousewithRay・

John，sparentsknewaboutJohn，srelationshipwithRaybutoverlookedit 

andheoftentookhertohishouse,withnointentiontohidetheircohabitation 
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ｍLondon・

SoonafterJohnenterdtheCollege,arumourspreadamongactivist 

smdentsthatabelHgerentactivisthadalTivedhPomLondon､Atatearoomnear 

MarketHillinthecentreofCambridge,so-calledSundayTeaMeetingswere 

oftenheldbytheSocialistSociety,whichgavestronginnuencetothestudent 

movements・ｏｎｅｄａｙ,invitedtothemeeting,JohnmadeaspeechtherefOrthe

firsttime,severelycriticizingtheuniversityadministrationandtheBritish 

nationalgovernmentfOrtheirdecisiontoreducethenumberofnewstudents 

andscholarshipsatCambridgeUniversity,Ｈｉｓｓｐｅｅｃｈｗａｓｓｏｕｎｃompromising 

thatmoderatestudentsoftheLabourPartythereshowedtheirdispleasure 

openly・

AfterthespeechattheTeaMeetingJohnwasinvitedtothegroupof 

fbrerunnersintheCambridgestudentmovements・Atlhattimeaconsiderable

numberofstudentshadbeengettinginvolvedinthesmdentmovements,as 

nationalpoliticalconditionswereingreatconhlsionandHiUertookoverthe 

reinsofGermany,buttheirmainpolicywastoharmonizesocialismwith 

pacifismAsaleaderoftheCommunistPartygroupin`theSocialistSociety， 

Johnworkedwithhiscomradesforstrengtheningpublicfeelingsagainst 

fascismandestabUshingalargescaleorganizationofrevolutionarysocialists 

Duringtheone-weekarmisticeofWorldWarIinNovemberl933,a 

documentarymovieoftheBritishNavy,``O"γFMgﾉｉｔ蝿Mzzly"wasgoingtobe

presentedattheTivoliCinemanearMarketHilLTherehadbeenangryclashes 

betweenthestudentsWhosupportedthepresentationofthemovieandthose 

whoopposedtoit,ａｎｄｏｎｔｈｅＡｒｍｉｓｔｉｃｅＤａｙａｎａｎｔｉｗａｒｄemonstrationgroup 

beganfightingｗｉｔｈｔｈｏｓｅｗｈｏｔｒｉｅｄｔｏｐｒｅｖｅｎｔｔｈｅｄemonstrationSuch 

incidentsinterestedthosestudentswhohadnotbeenactiveinpolitical 

movementsbefOrebecauseoftheiremotionalsympathywithpacilism・They

begantoshowstrongdisliketojingoisticgroupsgettingstrongerandcouldno 

longerstandjustwatchingthefightof`theSocialistSociety，demonstrators 

againsttherightwingersandarmedpolicemen・

InFebruaryl934whentheHungerMarchersoftheunemployedpasse。
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throughCambridgeontheirwaytoLo､do､,`theSocialistSociety，sentthe 

vanguardfOrholdmgawelcomedemonstrationlnconcertwithiteaChCollege 

raiseddonationandgatheredfOodandclothestowelcomethem､Thewelcome 

demonstrationbystudentsendedingreatsuccesswithnointelferencenor 

hindrancebythepoliceortherightwingers,（'1)unliketheearlierantiwar 

demonstrationonArmisliceDaymNovembertheyearbefOre・

Thesuccessofthewelcomedemonstrationwasduetothecarefully 

plannedcampaignof`theSocialistSociety，､StudentsWhotookpartinitsawthe 

realityofunemployment,povertyandfamineandthroughtheirexpenencethey 

realizedtherealsituationwasmuchmoreseriousthanWhathadbeenreported 

bythemedia・Sincethenstudentswhowereurgedtobemoreactiveeitherin

thehumanitarianbelieforintherevolutionarysocialisticbeliefresponded 

immediately､Ｔｈｅｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆ`theSocialistSociety,membersincreasedinan 

instanL 

Ontheotherhand,argumentsoverthewelcomedemonstrationofthe 

HungerMarchersledtoasplitin`theSocialistSociety，、TheCommunists

arguedthattheidlegovernmenthavingnopolicycausedhungerandstarvation， 

andthatunemploymentandlowwageswouldleadthenationtowarand 

fascism・LabourPartymembersinsistedthatthegovernmentwasnotfOrwar

andthattheirwelcomedemonstrationshouldbeconductednotasapolitical 

campaignbutonhumanitarianbasis 

Thewelcomedemonstrationendedwithoutserioussplitonewayorthe 

otherbutinJunethatyeartheLabourPartymembersleft`theSocialistSociety 

inoppositioｎｔｏｔｈｅＣｏｍｍｕｎｉｓｔｓ'1eadershipandrevivedtheirLabourClub 

whichhadbeentemporarilyclosedTheCommunistsontheotherhandtookit 

easyandimaginedthankstothesplittheycouldacquiretheunshakable 

legitimacyintheleftwingers､T11eLabourClubjoinedtheUniversityLabour 

Federationandbegantheircampaignindependently､TheCommunistscameto 

considerthesplitseriouslyandproposedtotheUniversityLabourFmerationto 

joinfOrcesintheArmisticeDaydemonstrationsagainstwarinNovemberand 

againstSirOswaldMosley，spresenceatthedinneroftheCambridgeBranchof 
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theBritiShFascistFederationheldinMarchl935､Theysucceededinjoining 

fOrces・InDecemberl935ajoinbmeetingof`theSocialistSociety'andthe

UniversityLabourFederationwasheldinCardiff,southemWalesandthey 

werereunitedas`theSociaUstSociety，havingabout3000membersinthe28 

branchesJohnwasappointedasthevicechairmanoftheSociety・InMarch

l935,JohnhadlefttheYoungCommunistLeaguetobecomearegularmember 

oftheBritishCommunistParty・InthegeneralelectioninNovemberJohn

canvassedfOrtheLabourPartycandidateoftheCambridgeconstituencyDr､A 

WOod,ｗｈolostbyawidemalginofmorethan5000votesHiscooperationwith 

Dr､WoodintheelectioncampalgnwasbaseduponhispoUticalresolutionthat 

heshouldgropefOrapathtochangecoldrelationshipbetweentheCommunist 

PartyandthelabourPartytomorehPiendlyone・

OnNovember5,GuyFawkesDay,Ｊｏｈｎ、adeaspeechatthegeneral

meetingoftheCambridgeUniversitystudentbodyfOrthefirsttime,andput 

fOrwardamotiondeclaring,`ｗｅ,regardingparliamentaryinstitutionasan 

obstacletoprogress,deplorethefailureofGuyFawkes.，'('2)Hismotionwas 

rejectedbutonestudentstronglysupporte。it・HewasPeterKemp,ａｎ｢inity

CollegesmdentPeterhadapoliticalviewpointoppositetoJohn，sbutsupported 

hismotiononlybecauseheagreedwiththepointthatParliamentshouldbe 

aboHshedInhisopinionitshouldbereplacedbytheroyalfamilymembersor 

aristocratsPeterKemp'svoluntalyparticipationintheSpanishCivilWaron 

Franco，ssidewillbetreatedlater・

InDecemberJohnwaselectedasamemberofthestandmgcommitteeof 

thestudentbody・

Inadditiontosuchburdensomepoliticalactivities,JohnpubUshedpoems， 

literarycriticismandpoliticalessaysoneafteranothen 

lnhisessay`(ArtandClassStruggle''publishedintheMayl933issueof 

77ieSt“e"ｔﾘﾉﾋz"gzlQmJohncriticisedtheclasslessandnonpoliticalaspectsof 

someartistssaying,“Artlikeanyotherexpressionofman,suchasscienceand 

politics,cannotbedivorcedfromreality,ｉｅ.，ｆｒｏｍｍａｎｉｎｒｅｌａｔｉｏｎｔｏｈｉｓ 

materialsurroundingsTheideaofadetached,impartialartististherefOre 
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utterlyfalse・TheclassstruggleisaconnictbetweenthedynamicfOrceof

revolutionandwhatEngelscalledthe`inertiafOrceofhistory，､Ａｎｙ`detachmenf 

fromthisconnictmeanssidingwiththeinertiafOrce.''〔'3)Johnpublished

anotheressay``TheClassFrontofModernArt'，intheDecemberissueofthe 

samejournaltosimilareffect・ThelatteressaywascriticizedintheJanuary

issuebyJulianBell,thepoetwhowmbeupdiscussedJohnarguedinthesame 

issueagainstJulian,whomturnpublishedfurtherreplyintheMarchissue・In

thiswaytheirpolemicscontinuedBothofthemwereMalxistswhowouldnot 

acceptartists`detachmenthomclassstruggleaswellaswriters,non-political 

attitudes,However,CommunistJohn'sidealisticorpurposefUltheoryof 

UteraturewasnevercompatiblewiththeLabourPartymemberJulian'srealistic 

theory・

IntheirpolemicsJohn,sorthodoxlogicseemedsuperiortoJulian's 

hereticaloneJohnarguedthatrevolutionarywritersshouldbeactive 

participantsofclassstruggleandnotimpartialobservers・Judgingfroma

historicalstandpointonthefactthatMarxistliteratureresultedinacomplete 

failureinthe1930,s・Bell'ｓｃｏｍｍｅｎｔａｔｔｈｅｅｎｄｏfhiscounterargument;"Ｈｏｗ

ｍａｎｙｏｆｏｕｒ`revolutionary，poetscanbetrustednottoturnFascist?,'maybe 

saidtohaveshownkeenerinsight.('4） 

AlittleafterthisJohnpublishedanessaytiUed"Left?''inCtz”b"“Ｌβ/f 

ThenhewrotepoliticalessaysasalegitimateMalxistinvariousmagazines 

suchas`TheStrugglefbrPowerinWester、Europe',WhatCommunismStands

For，,`CommunismandUniversities'ａｎｄ`NotesontlleTeachingofHistoryat 

Cambridge，inwhichhethoroughlycriticisedhistoryeducationatthe 

universityHealsopublishedabookofjoinbauthorshipM,""g雌"｡sﾉbγＯＡZ，

1936.ＪａｍｅｓIOugmann,John，sroommateattheTrinityCollegeandastudent 

memberoftheCommunistParty,saysinhismemoir,`ｗｅ,anextraordinarily 

eruditeandarrogantgenerationofCambridgestudents,whothoughtthatwe 
werethebestintellectuals，，．('5） 

WhiledevotedtosuchpoliticalactivitiesandwritingearnesUy,youngman 

Johnattheageof20wasspendinghissplingtimeoflifeltwassaidbyteacup 
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Cambridgethat"theCornfOrds，eldestson,ＷｈｏｗａｓｓａｉｄｔｏｂｅａＣｏｎⅡnunist， 

waskeepingaRussianmistressinthetown，，．('6)ButJohnandRaynever 

worriedaboutsuchagossip､Thecouplewereoftenseenintimatelywalking 

togetheralongthestreetlikeanactorandanactress、

BefOrelongRaywaspregnant･ShestayedwithherrelativesfOrthree 

monthsinLondonandtheirHrstｓｏｎｗａｓｂｏｒｎＴｈｅｂａｂｙｗａｓｎａｍｅｄＪａｍｅｓ， 

afterhisparents'ｇｏｏｄfriend,JamesmugmannThefami1ymovedtoanat 

downtownonMillRoad・

EversinceRayleftfOrLondontopreparefOrchildbirth,Johnhadfeltthat 

hewasnotsomehowgettingwellwithRay・Aftertheystartedlivingtogether

withthebabythespUtbetweenJohnandRaybecamemuchdeeper． 

Johnexpressedhisfeelingsatthattimein"SadPoem,'； 

Iloveyouwithallthatwasinme,hardandblind， 

Strovetoposessallthatmyamlscouldbind， 

Onlyinyourlovingfbundmypeaceofmind 

Butsomethingisbroken,somelhingisgone， 

Ｗｅ'Velovedeachothertoolongtotrytoｂｅｋｉｎｄ， 

TYliswilltumtofalsenessifitgoeＳｏｎ． 

Thoughpartingsascruelasthesurgeon，sknife， 

1t'sbetterthantheingrowncanker,therottenleaf 

AllthatlknowisIhavegottoleave 

There，snewlifenghtinginmetogetattheair， 

Ａｎｄｌｃａｎ，tstopitsmouthwiththeragsofoldlove 

C1eanwoundsareeasiesttobear.('7） 

lnDecemberl935when lnDecemberl935wheneverybodywasjoyfUllycelebratingChristmas， 

andRayhadtoenduretheirparting`ascruelasthesurgeon,sknife，､Ｒａｙ JohnandRayhadtoenduretheirparting`ascruelasthesurgeon,sknife'・Ray

leftwithJamesfOrLondonhavingnoplaceinmindtolive， 

AftertheseparationfromRay,Ｊｏｈｎｍｅｔａｆｅｍａｌｅｍｅｍｂｅｒｏｆｔｈｅ 
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CommunistPartyatNewnhamCollege,MargotHeinemann,athisparent,s 

homeShewasafewyearsolderthanJohnasRaywas,andaresearchstudent 

graduatedwiththeEngliShTriposAtthattimetheComfOrdsregular1yheldan 

infOrmalchambermusicconcertandMargotwasacemstinthegroupSheand 

JohnbecameintimateinashortUme・

Afterherstudyperiodasaresearchstudentwasover,shebegantoteach 

atBirminghamandJohnoftenvisitedherthereThepulposeofhisvisitwasnot 

onlytoseeherbutalsototakepartinpoliticalactivitiesintllemdustrialcity・

Oncehegotarrestedwhilehandingoutpamphletsmfrontofafactoryandwas 

broughttotrialSpendingthedayswithMargotandparticipatinginpolitical 

activities,hebegantofeelthathemightbeabletofindanewwaytohisfUture・

InJunel936JohngraduatedhomCambridgeUniversitywiththeHistory 

TYiposandappliedfOrapositionofafuUtimeofficeworkerattheLabourers， 

EducationSocietyinBirminghamwithrecommendationofProfErnestBaker,a 

politicalphilosopher・Hefailedtogetthejob,sohebecameagraduateschool

smdentworkingonVictorianhistoly，havingwontheEarlofDerbyResearch 

ScholarshiphFomTrinityCollege､1tseemsthathebecameagraduatestudent 

notbecausehewishedtocontinuehisacademicwolkbutbecausehewishedto 

continuehispoliticalactivitiesasastudentatCambridgefOratleastonemore 

yearHewasonly20yearsoldthenandtherewasnoneedfOrhimtohastily 

decidehisfUmreprofession． 

４TheMeccaoftheCataluniaRevolutioｎ 

Onl7Julyl936theSpanishCivilWarbegalLAthrstJohn，splanduring 

thesummervacationinAugustwastostaywithMalgotinsouthemFrancefOr 

awhileandthentoparticipateinaninternationalpeacemeetinginBrussels・

TheplanwaschangedbecauseoftheoutbreakoftheSpanishCivilWar・

JohninsistedongoingtoSpain・Thustheychangedtheirplanandagreedthat

JohnwouldstayinMadridtoseethe,realstateofthewarfOraweekorsoa､ｄ 

ｔｈｅｎｈｅｗｏｕｌｄｍｅｅｔＭａｒｇｏｔｔｏｓｐｅｎｄｔherestoftheirvacationinsouther、
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FranceJohnmanagedtogetareporter'spasshomtheleadinglef卜wingpaper

ﾉＷ２ｲﾉｓｑｊ”"ｊｃ化inordertoavoidhavingtroublesattheSpaniShborder・On7

AugustJohnandRichardBennett,ｈｉｓｈｉｅｎｄｈ･omtheTYinityCollegecrossed 

theborderintoSpainthroughFigueras,abordertownontheMediterranean 

SeaTheywentdownsouthalongtheMediterranean,passmgthroughcalmand 

peacefulvillagesinthebrightsunshineandenjoyingalandscapequitedifferent 

hFomtheimagecreatedbythenewsreportedintheBritiShpapers､Theyarrived 

atBarcelonathenextdayon8August･ 

BarcelonawasthemeccaoftheCataluniaRevolutionunderway,where 

themilitiaofworkersandcommonpeoplehadsucceededinsuppressingthe 

militalyriotbyFascists.'、John，sdiarylettertoMargotwrittenattheAragon

honthPoml6to30AugustJohnsays； 

InBarcelonaonecanunderstandphysicaUywhatthedictatorshipof 

theproletariatmeansAlltheFascistpresshasbeentakenover・Thereal

ruleisinthehandsofthemilitiacommitteesThereisarealterroragainst 

theFascistsButthatdoes､'talterthefactthatplaceishee‐andconscious 

allthetimeofitshFeedomEverywhereinthestreetsarearmedworkers 

andmilitiamen,andsittinginthecafeswhichusedtobelongtothe 

bourgeoisie……Thestreetsarecrowdedallday,andtherearebigcrowds 

aroundtheradiopalaces・Ｂｕｔｔｈｅｒｅｉｓｎｏｔｈｉｎｇａｔａｌｌｌｉｋｅｔｅｎｓionor

hysteriau8） 

JohnwrotesuchavividdescriptionofBarcelonaashesawthereal 

conditionoftheproletariatrevolutiondifferentfromwhathehadexpected・

GeorgeOrwellcametoBarcelonahvemonthslaterthanJohn,justaboutthe 

timehewaskilledinthewar,andlaterrecollectedthefascinationofBarcelona 

asthecityofrevolution.('9） 

OnthedayJohnarrivedatBarcelona，hevisitedtheofficesof 

PSUC(Communists），ＰＯＵＭ（anti-StalinistCommunists),andＣＮＴ 

(Anarchists),butashedidnotunderstandtheSpanishlanguage,itwasnextto 
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impossiblefOrhimtogetthelatestinfOrmationaboutthewar･Onthenextday， 

9August,JohnaccidentaHymetanAustriansociologist,Ｄｒ・FTanzBorkenauon

thestreetofBarcelonaDr・BolkenauwasanexFCommunistwhohadbeena

fUlltimeo団ceworkerattheCominternbutlefttheGennanCommunistParty

becausehewasdisappointedintheParty，spedantryandlackofrealism 

BorkenauaskedJohntogoandseetheoperationofregainmgZaragozawitha 

co1TespondentofapaperontheRepublicanside,ﾙﾉﾊｉｓⅣcc舵.Zaragozawasa

townattheEbroriversideinAragonwhichhadbeencapturedbytheHPanco 

armysincethebeginningoftheSpanishCivilWar､Johnthoughtitaverybig 

chancefOrhim 

OnllAugustthethreestartedfOrthewarhontinacarwithadriverand 

someguardsprovidedbyCataloniaMilitiaCentralCommitteeWhichwasthen 

incontrolofthewholeofCataloniainplaceoftheGeneralidad・Villagesnearthe

frontwereheavilyguardedallaround,whichwasaverydifferenthpomwhat 

JohnhadseenonthewaytoBarcelonaaftercrossingthebordertoSpain,Atthe 

entranceofeveryvillagetheyhadtoshowtheirpassportandpresscardtothe 

guardsWhowereonthestrictalert・

Theyhadanitineralycoveringhvedays,withthevillageofLecinena30 

kilometreshomZaragozaastheirtumingpoint・Onl4AugustJohnabruptly

joinedthePOUMmiUtia,partingmmtheothertwoatLecinena.(20)TheviUage 

hadrecentIybeeｎｏｃｃｕｐｉｅｄｂｙＰＯＵＭｗｈｅｎｔｈｅｙｈａｄｅｘｐｅlledHlscistsaweek 

befOreJohn'sarrivaL 

WhydidJohnjoinUlePOUMmilitiathathehadlookeddownonas`Ｓｅｍｉ‐ 

Trotskyists，before？HedidnotgiveBorkenauanyreasons・Onlythiswas

certain:ｂｏｔｈJohnandBorkenauweredeeplyimpressedbythecharming 

personalityofthePOUMstationalytroopscommanderManuelGrossithere 

JohnreferstoGrossifavourablyinhisessay"TheSituationinCatalonia'， 

pubUshedinaweeklyjournalﾊﾙzuReP"ＤＪ妬inDec､1936.Borkenauwritesinhis

book,ｍｅｓ，α"jS〃CbdhPjt（1973)thatGrossiwasverycheerfUlevenatthe

fOrehpont(21)． 

WhenEsmondRomillyheardofthenewsthatJohnjoinedthePOUM 
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militia,hesaiditwasunbelievable.(22)TomWintringham,agraduateofO】辻brd

andthepoetandauthorofE"g慨sﾉﾉCtZ抑！",joinedTomMannCenturiaandlater

fOughtastheBritishcommande喉in-chiefofthel5thInternationalBrigade，

surmisedthatJohnhadnootherchoicebuttojointhePOUMmilitiabecause 

hedidnothavetheCommunistidentificationcardwithhim.(23)However,it 

wouldnotbeenoughtoexplainwhyJohnjoinedthePOUMmilitiasoabrupUy 

andtookpartinthefight・SoonafterJohn'ｓdeath,hisfathertoldthatJohn

escaped“homthehotentanglementofpersonalresponsibilities，，．(24)There 

maybesometruthinit・

Afewdaysafterjoiningthemilitia,Johnwasshotandinjuredwithabullet・

Ｏｎ２７Ａｕｇｕｓｔ,hisunitoccupiedPerdigueraⅥllagewhichwas25kilometres 

fromZaragoza・ThentheyabruptlybegantoadvancefOrHuescaWhichwas

located70kilometrestothenorthofZaragozaOn3１August,theyadvancedto 

Tierzwhichwasonly7mileseastofHuescabutonlSeptember,theenemJ/s 

counterattackbecamesoseverethattheycouldnotadvanceanymore､Aftera 

whiletheenemyceasedattackandthentherecontinuedacompletedeadlock 

fOraweekAsJohnwrote,mosquitosweretheonlyenemyduringtheceasefire、

Johnsuddenlyhadahighfeveranddiarrheaon8September・Thenextdayhe

hadabadstomachacheandwassentinamilitalytrucktoSalienaheldhospital 

at50kilometressoutheastofHuescaA1thoughtherewasnodiagnose,John 

wasgettingalittlebetterandonlOSeptember,ｈｅｗａｓａllowedtotakeabath・

RichardBennettwhohadcometoSpaiｎｗｉｔｈＪｏｈｎａｎｄｈａｄｇｏｔａｊｏｂｗｉｔｈｔｈｅ 

ｍediainBarcelonavisitedJohninhospitaLJohnwasgettingsowellthenthat 

hecouldtalkwithRichardaboutvariousproblemsinBarcelona.(25） 

Onl3September,JohnwassentbacktoBarcelonaonsickleave・ｏｎthe

samedayTomWintringhamwrotetomBarcelonatoHarryPollitt,theChief 

SecretaryoftheBritishCommunistParty,asfOllows： 

WeaskyoutoencourageJohntocomebackheremafOrtnightor 

threeweeks・Ｈｅｈａｓｈａｄａｖｅｒｙｂａｄｔｉｍｅｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｗｏｒstorganizedgangon

anunolganizedfront,ｂｕｔｈｅｃａｎｈｅｌｐｕｓａｌｌｔｈｅｍｏｒｅｂｙｋｎｏｗiｎｇｔｈｅ 
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neCeSSaryCOmpariSOnS.(26） 

Onl4September,JohnleftSpainandonl6arrivedinLondoninorderto 

beengagedinaspecialpropagandamissionThatwastheendofhis40-day 

eXpenenceinSpain､ＩｎＳｐａｉｎａｓｈｅｗａｓｉｎｐｏｏｒｈｅａｌｔｈａｎｄｈadlittleknowledge 

ofSpanishlanguage,Johnmusthavefeltlonelyandrealizedthathewasan 

incompetenｔsoldier,moreover,ｈｅｍｕｓｔｈａｖｅｇｒｏｗｎｓｉｃｋｏｆｔｈｅｌａｃｋｏｆ 

discipnneandmefhciencymthePOUMmiUtia 

JohnwrotethreepoemsduringhisstayinSpain;"FullMoonatTYelz-

befOrethestormingofHuesca,，,“ToMargotHeinemann，'ａｎｄ``ALetterhom 

Aragon・'''1heexpenenceinthebattleneldmusthaverevivedhislongfOrgotten
poeticmspiration． 

Hereisoneofthepoems;"ToMargotHememann，，． 

HeartofthehearUessworld， 

Dearhealt,thethoughtofyou 

lsthepainatmyside， 

TheshadowthatchillsmyⅥｅｗ． 

Thewindrisesintheevening， 

Remindsthataummn'snear・

IamahFaidtoloseyou， 

Iamafraidofmyfear． 

OnthelastmiletoHuesca， 

ThelastfencefOrourpride， 

Thinksokindly,dear,thatl 

Senseyouatmyside． 

Andifbadluckshouldlaymystren 

lntotheshallowgrave， 

gth 
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RememberaUthegoodyoucan； 

Don，tfOrgetmylove.(27） 

John'slettertoMargothPomSpainhadaUtｍｅmoreoptimistictonethan 

thispoem:“Icameoutwiththeintentionofstayingafewdays,firingafew 

shots,andthencominghome…Havingjomed,IaminWhetherllikeitornot・

Andllikeit.''(28)Atthattimenofighthadbegunyetandhehadnotseen 

anyonekilledormju1℃dmlllebattle､ButsoonsuchpeacefUlsituationchanged． 

NowJohnwroteabouthisbitterexpenencein`iALetterh･omAragon'，： 
● 

Thisisaquietsectorofaquietfront． 

WebuliedRuizinanewpinecofhn， 

Butlheshroudwastoosmallandhiswashedfeetstmckout・

Thestinkofhiscomsecamethroughthedeanpineboards 

AndsomeofthebearerswrappedhandkemhiefSroundtheirfaces・

Deathwasnotdignified 

WehaCkedaraggedgraveintheunhPiend1yearth 

Andhredaraggedvolleyoverthegrave． 

YoucouldtellfromourlisUessness,ｎｏｏｎｅｍｕｃｈｍｉｓｓｅｄｈｉｍ． 

Thisisaquietsectorofaquiethont・

Butwhentheyshelledtheotherendofthevillage 

ThereisnopoisongasandnoHE 

Andthestreetswerechokedwithdust 

Womencamescreamingoutofthecrumblinghouses， 

Clutchedunderoneannthenakedrumpofaninfant． 

Ithought:howuglyfearis.(29） 
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Asmentionedabove,Johnｈａｄ`thespecialpropagandamission，toattend 

toafterreturningtoLondon,thatistorecruitnewvolunteersandtomake 

excellentcombatantsofthemlncooperationwiththeChiefSecretaryofthe 

BritishCommunistParty,HalTyPomtthebeganhisworkofrecruitment・

AtthattimetheorganizationofthelnternationalBrigadewaswellunder 

wayComintembutsomehowneitherHalTyPolUttnorJohnknewaboutitataU・

SoPollittconsideredthattheCommunistPartyshouldtakeresponsibilityfOr 

theregistrationofvolunteersasitsmembersandsendingthemtoSpainsothat 

theywouldjointheCommunistmilitia.(3D 

JohnwasasoldieronleavefromPOUM,Whichhesevere1ycriticizedas 

`theworstmilitia.'SoonafterthattheCommunistPartybecamesharplyopposed 

toPOUM､Itisnotknownwhatconversationwashadorpromisemadebetween 

JohnandHalTyPollittbutsomehowJohncametothinkthatifonlyhehadthe 

fOrmalidentincationasamemberoftheCommunistPartyhewouldbeableto 

transtbrtotheCommunistmilitiafrｏｍｔｈｅＰＯＵＭｉｎＢａＩ℃elona． 

５ＴｈｅＢａｍｅｏｆ``CiudadUniversitaria，， 

Thirteenvolunteersappliedtotherecruitmentwiththespecial 

propagandacarriedoutbyJohnandsixincludingaGermandefectorwere 

selected 

Whneengagedinthiswork,JohnsawMargotandothertiendsofhisbut 

hewasalwaysunwillingtospeakabouthisexpenenceintheSpanishbattleneld 

OncehetoldMargotthatthinkingwhathehadseenatthehFontsuchaneasy 

victoryaswasshowninthepropagandawoulｄｎｅｖｅｒｂｅｇａｉｎｅｄ 

ＨｅｗｅｎｔｂａｃｋｈｏｍｅｔｏCambridgetotalkwithhisfatherabouthissecond 

triptoSpain・HisfatherperceivedthatJohn,swishtogotoSpainwasnotfOrany

politicalcausebutfromavery`privatemotive，（31)．However,followinghis 

principlesofnotmeddlinginhisson，sbusinesshegaveuppersuadingJohｎｎｏｔ 

ｔｏｇｏａｎｄｉｎｓｔｅａｄｇａｖｅｈｉｍａｇｕｎｗhichhehadcarriedwithhimduringWorld 

WarL 
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John，smotherwasinhospitalthen､Afterwardshisfatherlookedbackand 

saidthatifhismotherhadbeenathomethentheywouldhavetalkedabout 

Joh､'s`privatemotive'・LikemostliberalinteUecbualsatthattimehisfatherwas

insympathywiththeSpanishRepublicans､AfterhissonleftfOrSpain,ｈe 

becameoneoftheofHcialsponsorsfOrtheBritishMedicalAidtoSpain・After

seeingJohnofflhewrotedowninthediary； 

Iseeaboatslippingoutofharbour＆breastingthefirstwaves 

beyondthｅｂａｒ・Ｔｈｅｙouthatthehelmissoconndent……sethiscourse

closertothewindthatisdrivinghimintotheheartofthestomL(32） 

Payingnoattentiontohisfather，sworry,JohngotinanighttrainfOrParis 

withsixothervolunteersatVictoriaStationinLondonon50ctober・Theyhad

newboots,ocheroveralls,lightknapsackswithdailynecessitiesmitJohnhad 

hisfather，sgun,thehrstvolumeofZ1heCtZpjmJandShakespeare，ＳｍZgu〃Gsm

hisknapsackOnleavingLondon,JohncalledMargotandtoldherhis 

determinationthathewouldnghttothelastoftheWar､Raycametoseehimoff 

atthestationandfOundhimsayingfarewelltopeoplecheelhllly・

Oneofthesixvolunteerswasawriter,JohnSommelEeldLaterhewrotea 

detailedmemoｉｒﾘﾉDJ""t“γｊ〃⑰αｊ〃coveringtheperiordfromdepalturefOr

SpainuntilthebattleatMadridUniversity・T11ebookwasdedicatedtoJohn

CornfOrdwhowaskilledinthebatUe・

On60ctoberthesevenvolunteerswenttothevolunteerofhceinParis 

andregisteredtheirnamesthereAfteraweektheyjoinedl4otherBritish 

volunteerswhoanFivedlaterandgotonboardashipWhichbelongedtoSpanish 

AnarchistsatMarseilles､TheshiparrivedatA1icanteontheMediterranean 

coast・AttheAlicantecustomsofficethenagoftheSpanishRepublic,thatof

Anarchists，andtheSovietUnion，sflagwerewaving､Ｔｈatwasthescene 

symbolizingthehPiendlyatmosphereamongtheRepublicansbefOreasharp 

connictbetweentheCommunistPartyandAnarchistsontheRepubUcanside， 

SommerHeldwroteasfOllows： 
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Ｔｈｅｎａｎａｇｒａｎｕｐｔｏｔｈｅｍａｓｔｈｅａｄａｎｄｂrokeintheeadymommg 

breeze;itwasredandblaCk,thecoloursoftheEAI・

Well,weweren，tAnamhistsourselves,butwefeltgoodaboutthat 

nagandwehopedthatthegentlemenacrossthewaywiththegoldbraid 

ontheircuffSweresatisned 

ThentheanChorwasgotup,wemovedSlowlyfOrwardtowardslheqUay 

andeveryonewenttofetChhispackNowwecouldseetheblightstucco 

housesandthepahns,theshutteredcafes,the1ittleyeUowtrams,thelong 

WhitemadwindingupthemountaintothefOrtress､Onthewayweremenm 

overallscanyillglines,somedoCklabourCrs,ａｙｏｕｔｈｗithanAnarchistcap 

andaSamBrownebeltwithanenolmousrevolverstuCkmitThewatergap 

betweenthesideoftheshipandthequayswirledandnalTowedandwe 

lookedrightdownmtotheeyesofthemenstandingthereOverthecustoms 

housethreenagsnoated,theRepublicanandtheAnarchistcoloursanda 

yellowhanⅡnerandsiCldeontheblazingred・TYliswasSpain.(33）

ＴｈｅｙleftAHcantefOrinlandAlbaceteAlbacetewastheconcentrationand 

n且baseofthelnternationalColumns・The21BritishvolunteersweretrainingbaseofthelnternationalColumnsThe21Britishvolunteerswere 

enrolledinamachineguncompanyoftheHenchBattalion・ThePeopleArmy

oftheRepublicwasorganisedonlOOctoberandthelnternationalBrigadewas 

fOnnallyorganisedon220ctober､ＪｏｈｎａｎｄｈｉｓｃｏｎⅢ･adeswerere-enmlledin 

thel5thIntemationalBrigadeconsistingl900soldiersunderthecommandof 

GeneralEmilioK1eber・On5Novemberthel5thlnternationalBrigadewas

orderedtomakeasortietotheMadridhPont・

Intherebels，camp,on23JulyjustafterthemiUtaryrebellion,theJuntade 

DefensaNacionalwasorganisedinBurgoswithGeneralMiguelCabanellas 

appointedasthechairman・On27AugusttherebelsoldiersWhohadbeen

besiegedinA1cazar,Tbledo,werereleasedafterfOrtydaysofconhnement・The

ToledooperationdelayedtheattackonMadridplannedbyFrancofOrtwo 

weeksearlier・

On29SeptemberJuntadeDefensaNacionalelectedFrancoasJeｆｅｄｅ 
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Estado､OnlOctoberFrancofOrmedaprovisionalgovemmentcalledJuntade 

AdministracionNacionalconsistingofninedepartments・Thegovernmentwas

laternamed`GobiernoBurgos'･IntherebelcampHancoheldanunshakable 

positionasamanofpower,usingthetwonames`Caudillo,（chieOand 

Ceneralisimo'(generaDseparate]y・

nlemajorstrategicobjectiveoftheFranco,srebelarmywastoconquer 

MadridThebattlebeganon60ctober・Atthattimethepassword`NoPasaran1，

WhichlaterbecameafamoussloganfOrthedefenceoftheSpanishRepubucwas 

veryoftencriedout・Ｏｎ４Ｎｏｖｅmber,theRepublicanCabinetwasreshufUedby

theprimeministerLargoCaballero（1869-1946)Ｗｈｏｗａｓｃａｌｌｅｄ`elLenin 

espafiol'・FourCNTmembersjoinedtheCabinet・On6Novemberthethree‐

prongedFmncoarmygotcontroloverＣａｓａｄｅＣａｍｐｏ,thehiUtotheeastof 

MadridLargoCaballero，ｓｇｏｖｅｒｎｍｅｎｔｎｏｗｄｅｃｉｄｅｄｔｏｍｏｖｅｔｏＶalencia， 

leavingthedefenceofMadridtoJuntａｄｅＤｅｆｅｎｓａｄｅＭadridledbyGeneral 

MiajaAtdawnon8November,Franco'sartillelybegantomaketheirfirst 

herceattackonMadrid・Despitethestrenuousnghtbymilitiamenandcitizen

volunteersfOrthedefenceofMadrid,thecitylostcommandoftheairandwas 

inadesperatesituation・RadioLisbon,Ｗｈｉｃｈｈａｄｂｅｅｎｓupportingthemilitaly
risinghPomthebeginning,evenbroadcastthatGeneralFrancoenteredMadrid 

onaWhitehorse.(34） 

T11efalsereportontherebel，ssidewasmadeeveninJapan,farawayhom 

thebattleground・On8November,ﾒｶｃ７ｂｈｙｏＡｓａｶﾉissuedanextrawitha

headline`FiFancoenteredMadrid，．(35） 

ContrarytogeneralexpectationsMadriddidnotfalleasily､Inthe 

afternoonof8November,justwhentheFmncoarmygatheredfOrcestogether 

andreopenedtheirattackalonglineofRepubUcansoldiersma1℃hedonGran 

ViaatthecentreofMadridingoodordertothenorthwestdefendingcamp・Ｉｔ
ｗａｓｔhefirstappearanceofthelnternationalBrigadeinMadrid,thellth 

BrigadeJohnbelongedto､Theirmarchgreatlyencouragedthepeopleof 

Madridwhohadbeenunderenemyattackfbramonth 

TYlellthlnternationalBrigadewasstationedintheHallofPhilosophyand 
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LettersmMadridUniversitywhoseanothernamewas`CiudadUniversitaria，、

On9November,theBrigadebeganthemoppingupoperationagainstthe 

FrancoarmyonCaｓａｄｅＣａｍｐｏ,thehillontheoppositesideoftheriver 

Mansanaresrunningontheeastsideofthedepartmentbuilding・Ｏｎｌ２

Ｎｏｖｅｍｂｅｒ,thel2thlnternationalBrigadeofl600volunteersarrivedatMadrid 

andweresenttoguardthehighwaytoValenciaAboutthesametimethe 

legendaryAnarchistleaderBuenaventuraDurruti（1896-1936)began 

participationintheWarwithhis3000anarchistsattheAragonhFont・Histroops

werestationedmsupportoftheattackonCasadeCampo・

Ｏｎｌ５Ｎｏｖｅｍｂｅｒ,theAnarchisttroopsbegantheattackbutsoon 

retreatedfromthehFonthPightenedbytllepowelfUlandaccuratemaChine-gun 

nresofMoorishAnnyledhomMomccobyFranＣＯ・MeanWhneTheMoroccans

advancedacrosstheManzanaresRiverandtotheUniversityCity・Atthesame

timethellthlnternationalBrigadewassenthomCasadeCampotofight 

againsttheMoroccans・ThebloodybattlecontinuedattheUniversityCityml23

November,ｗｈenbothsideswerecompleteIyexhausted､Bothamliesmadea 

fOrtoftheschoolbuildings,diggingtrenchesandsettingupcampsaround 

themFranco'sarmyoccupiedtwothirdsoftheMadridUniversitycampusbut 

notaninChmorecouldtheyadvance・

ThecityofMadridwasunderbombardmentbytheGermanCondor 

Legionwhichwascoveringtherebels,andartilleryfromCasadeCampo 

attackedtheeastandcentralpartofMadridMadridresistedlmaciouSlyand 

thebattlecametoanimpasse・

John，sBritishBattaUonstayedattheHallofPhilosophyandLettersagain・

Everymomingaround2o，clocktherewasguniire,butaparthDmthatitwasa 

quietfront・OnedaywhenJohnwasreadinganEverymanclassichebrought

withhimhPomthelibraryml2ea0jS花γα"`肋ｅＨ'α汀(1861),agreatmasterpiece

ofhistoricalnovelswrittenbyCharlesReade（1814-1884），theincident 

happenedJohnSommerfielddescribesitinhis1/b/""tFeγｉ"⑰αｊ"： 
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IheardanaPpallingcrashandlookedupandtheroomwasthick 

withdustandsmoke,ｉｎwhichhguresmovedconfi1sedly.……John，shead 

wasbleedingswiftly,Joeheldhisnoseandswore..……BothJoeandJohn 

wentoffbleedingProfUse]y;theycamebacktwodayslater,theirpockets 

fUlloforanges,ａｎｄｗｉｔｈｓｔoriesofthennemealstheyhadeaten.John，s 

headwasdoneuPinabigbandage,ａｎｄhelookedthecompletewounded 

hero.(3句

ltwasamisdirectedshothPomananti-aircraftmachinegunbelongingto 

RepubUcantroops・

Onl4DecembertheFranconationalistswonBoadmadelMonte,alittle 

villagetwentyhvemilestotheeastofMadridThoughnotfUllyrecoveredhPom 

thewound,JohntookpartintheBattleofBoadilladelMonteastheleaderof 

theremainingl2Britishvolunteerstowinbackthevillage,OnthewayJohn 

metsomevolunteersofanotherBritishBattalionunderabighoUytree 

TheBritishBattalion,firstconsistedofl8membersmall,cametoSpain 

soonafterJohn'sBattalioncame,joinedtheThaelmannBattalionofthel2th 

IntemationalBrigade,fOughtatthesouth-easternMadridandtheninthebatUe 

oftheUniversityCityEightwerekilledinthebattle,l0volunteersremainaUve・

AmongthemwasafriendofJohn'sinLondonEsmondRomilly・Romilly

describesthetimewhenhemetJohninhismemoiroftheSpanishCivilWar， 

Ｂｏａｄﾉﾉﾉα:“Fbrmethemostimportantincidentwaswhensomeonecalledmy 

name,andlsawJohnComfOrdwithhisheadbandaged.，，(37） 

Ｏｎｌ７Ｄｅｃｅｍｂｅｒ,aftertheclosecombatatBoadiUadelMonteonlyhvein 

John,sBatallionandtwoinRomilly'ssurvivedTheywentbacktoAlbacete 

togetherwiththeFrenchBattalion,andinaneighbouringvillageMadrigueras 

organizedthefirstcompanyofexclusivelytheBritishvolunteers・ThenTom

WintringhamheardofJohn，swhereaboutsandsenthismantoinviteJohnto 

dinnerattheBatallionheadquartersbutJohndeclinedtheinvitationpolite]y・(38）

ＷｈｅｎJohn'scompanymadeasallyintoLopera,Johnstillhadhishead 

bandagedandlookedgaunLHiscommanderproposedthatheshouldremainat 
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thebasetotakechargeoftrainingscoresofnewBritishvolunteersarriving 

everyweek,butJohnflaUydeclinedtheproposalandleftfOrthefront． 

６TheUncensoredlastLelter 

TYlefOurletterswrittenbyJohntoMargotareaUlefttousafterhejomed 

thelntemationalBrigade・OfthosefOur,therewasnodateontwoletters・Sothe

letterof8Decemberwasthelastonewithadehnitedate,whichwastakento 

herbyahFiendofJohn'sonhiswaytothehomecountly､JohnoncerefelTedto 

thatletteras`myhrstchanceofanuncensorCdletter'・Theletterbeginswith`I，ll

assumenoneofmylettershaveyetgotthrough,ａｓI，ｖｅｈａｄｎｏａｎｓｗｅｒｓ，(39)and 

endsasfOllows： 

Ｎｏｗａｒｓａｒｅｎｉｃｅ,andevenarevolutionarywarisuglyenoughBut 

l'mbecomingagoodsoldier,longishenduranceandacapacityfOrliving 

inthepresentandelljoyingallthatcanbeenjoyedThere'satoughtime 

aheadbutrveplentyofstrengthleftfOriL 

Well,onedaythewarwillend-I'dgiveittiUJuneorJuly,andthen 

ifl'ｍａｌｉｖｅｒｍｃｏｍｉｎｇｂａｃｋｔｏｙｏｕ.(4o） 

HereweseeJohn,ｗｈｏwasburninghimselfoutwithhisdevotiontoanti 

fascismattheageof21,thoughoccasionallyfeelingalittleanxlous、

JustafterJohn'sdeathintheBattleofLopera,Whathehadiearedcame 

true・TheleadersoftheBrigadeweresobureaucraticandsuspiciousthatthey

censoredandcrushedintheirhandsmostoftheletterswrittenbyvolunteersin 

theirtroops・WithsuchbureaucracyandunusuallystrongsuspicionAndre

Martydictatoriallyexecutedhismenasdescribedaboveltwasthebeginning 

oftheabsurdplayofpurgehequentlyoccurredafterwardsontheRepublican 

side.(４１)WhatwouldJohnhavefeltifhehadwitnessedthosecrueland 

sorrowfUlsceneshappenedafterhisdeath？ 

JudginghFomhisessaysandpapers,Johnmusthavebeenasteadfastand 
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polemicCommunist・Inthisrespect,GeorgeOrwellgavearathercriticaｌ

ｃｏｍｍｅｎｔｏｎＪｏｈｎ;`TheyoungCommunistwhodiedheroicallyinthe 

lnternationalBrigadewaspublicschooltothecore・Hehadchangedhis

allegiancebutnothisemotions，.(42） 

１，１/b/""花”/〃助αｊ"writtenbyJohnSommerheld,Johnwasdescribedas

asplendedandnaiveyoungmanWhenlaskedhimWhatsortofpersonJohn 

was,theauthoranswered； 

“Sofaraslknow・JohnComfOrdwasasincereCommunist・Ibelieveeven

nowhewasoneofthepurestandmostintelUgentmembersoftheCommunist 

Partythatlhaveevermet・Thiswouldnotcontradictwiththefactthathewasa

cheelfUlyoungman,anopenheaItedhiend,andausefUlhPiend・Hedidnot

alwaystalkabouthispoliticalbeUefinpoliticalterms,nopoliticswashisonly 

topics､Ifhehadbeensuchaperson,Iwouldnothavekeptgoodcompanywith 

himHechannedmewithhistenderattitudetowardsothers,histotaldevotion 

tohisbeliefandhisyoungardentpassionlstillwonderhowayoungmanlike 

himcametohavesuchawealthoftalents・HewasreallyawondelfUlman.'，

ThistalkaboutJohnbySonⅡneIEeldisprobablyquitediffe正nthFommost

ofthelegendslaterassociatedwithJohn 

John，sbrotherChristopherwhohvesinahousecaUed`SpringHouse，in 

CambridgetoldmeaboutJohn,referringtothepolicyoftheBritishCommunist 

PartytowardtheSpanishCivilWar.“Ⅱｍｙｂｒｏｔｈｅｒｈａｄｃｏｍｅｂａｃｋｈｏｍｅａｈｖｅ， 

hewouldhavelefttheCommunistPartyshortly,becausehewasthemanWho 

thoughtjusticemoreimportantthanpoIiticalideologies.'，Itseemstomethat 

thesetwopeoplewhowerevelyclosetoJohnshowedushismostrealimage． 
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