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Image of School as “Beloved Place” for High-school Students

Yayoi Watanabe and Sayuri Kotaka

The purpose of this study is to examine the psychological factors which shape an image of
a “beloved place” for high school students at school. The beloved place are translated into “i-
basho” in Japanese. It posits that individuals require a “special relaxing and secure space from the
points of view of both relationship with others and physical things. Subjects were 351 first to
third grade students. They were each given a questionnaire to assess their image of both “a
good” and “bad” place for the psychological place by the SD method. They were also asked to
draw an image of their beloved place. Results showed that a good place was constructed from
three key factors: physical (force dynamics), physical (functionality), and relational, and that a
bad one was also constructed from the same factors. The images of drawings were divided into
six categories: a landscape, a sight inside, their own rooms, a favorite thing, a hobby or a cartoon
character and persons only. Female students tended to draw pictures showing the existence of
people. Most of them did not draw things and places relating to school as beloved place.

Keywords: a beloved place, image, school, high school students



