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VISCOUNT TANAKA AND THE PAGODA

Exactly a week ago we reproduced an article from the "Japan Mail"
concerning our allegations that the pagoda at Song Do had been removed to
Japan. The "Japan Mail"” concluded as follows:—"We hope, therefore that the
editor of the newspaper ("Scoul Press") will devote some of his space to
contradicting the falsehoods constantly uttered by the Korea Daily News"

The Editor of the "Seoul Press" has not contradicted this story because it is
not a falschood and is true in substance and detail. The only vestige remaining
of the Song Do Pagoda is the ground whereon it stood and the tracks made by
the carts which carried the sections to the Song Do railway station.

So far as we can see the Japanese can only have one point which they may
advance in extenuation of their act of brigandage and desecration. They may be
in a position to say that the dirty work was done with the consent of the
Emperor and that is probably what they will say and it is not likely that the
Emperor of Korea will waste more of his time contradicting them. But the Song
Do Pagoda was a monument of historic and national interest and even the
Emperor of Korea could not give permission for its removal. It belonged to and
was part of Korea, and the Emperor could probably have done no more than
promise not to oppose the Japanese plans.

We do not believe for a moment that the Emperor even went this far but

even if His Majesty had been persuaded or coerced into withdrawing his
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opposition the fact remains that Japan—the magnanimous Japan—has placed
upon the Korean people, by the removal of this monument a slight which can

only be described as petty and despicable in its design and execution.
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