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This paper addresses the most challenging problem of optimal binarization and
distortion-tolerant recognition of color characters in scene images. Regarding binarization of color
characters, we propose and compare two methods. One is based on selection of one optimal
projection axis in the RGB color space using Otsu’s criterion and decision between figure and
background using the black-white ratio along the image periphery and common characteristics of
characters. The other is based on clustering in the HSV color space and generation of binary images
by dichotomizing those clusters. Next, regarding distortion-tolerant recognition of binarized
characters we compare our global affine transformation (GAT) correlation method against the
well-known tangent distance method. From experiments made on a total of 698 character images
extracted from the ICDAR 2003 robust OCR dataset, a correct binarization rate of 75.3% is
obtained by the method based on Otsu’s criterion and decision of figure and background. Moreover,
both recognition methods of the GAT correlation and the tangent distance have achieved a
competing recognition rate of around 91%. However, against rotation ranging from -45 degrees to
+45 degrees as artificially applied to template images the GAT correlation method is found to be

much robuster than the tangent distance method.
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2003 FHRETT 1 T THE ST H T [BICFEE - SCE R E R ICDAR2003
T, 7 —IEEEE A XI5 Robust reading competitions 23R E X4,
Text locating
Robust word recognition
Robust character recognition
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Group Number of images
Clear 199
Background design 130
Multi-color character 54
Nonuniform lighting 40
Little contrast 37
Blurring 210
Serious distortion 28
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b (SIS 31 R4 i B AT R/ =
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EHIOHIERE E LT, 2O SR ARET D, AT, LFLHE S ERE R,
CHIESNIZERE A LA ST T, TRENOFRTOXTHE (B) LR (A) 25
T _RESFMELT,

JR 1 HBEEETOR QO NEEHEE S TOR /AL D KE W,

T2 OQEGHES TRABENBE e K0/, ZoREe ., BEEO RIS
DIHE LT E LTk, 700, QB R %oy & PUHHALEE L CTH &
T HEEDTTH, HBEI O f KRS Ay 2 PUREALEE U TIHR T D [ & 0 D 7a,
DY, B O KRR KT DA LT E LTRT,

HL, FR212BWT, [HELEIEIE/L 7 + 1 VA D erosion[16] 2453, F7-. 25E
WO R SBAE RSy D HFET OIE, AR E LB RNUTRER T T, AT o i) %
brEx HERENE THD Z LI LD,
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RIS @
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ZERMET D LI nEIESND, 3137 TAY XNICEENDLROBELTH S,
O k¥R EAZHSV AT —EBRICEA L C AkEO Y 7 AXIIHEIL SN r T AHF
FExE 0952 LT 2MEmMBEAERT D, ARSI D 2 HEIR ORI

k-1
2.:C- (5)
i=1
L5,
7T ALZREO I RL VAR SRD 2 EEBRICK LT, XFL LS 2HEL T 2 HEE
DRI ZIEIT 5, LLTFO 4 5O REZ W THIEZ1T - 72,
O HMEEFRER OB ﬁ
@ EgREERICKT 5 RS OFIE
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3.3 Zofo 2 fE{L

ZOFETIE, 3.1, 3.2 AT 2 kiE, T4 NEX—DFEEZTELTEL,

8.3.1 AS—ZEM - REHMRR - RECHAEHE

i 3.1 © 2 fELIEIT N 7 — /M b EMAZ 1 DL L, 2O CRIEAZ R 2 fE{t
TOHHETHDL, ZOFIEITZLLTD 3 DOBRREIT-> TN D,

O HT7—ZEM DR

@ BEPER O HEAED IR

@ BEDER

FRRO-@IFESEIERBRVBH Y | HALEDLEIZEIVMNEY O 2 E{kiEETTH 2 &
NTEDH, SETIHH L TAZENENDFIEELR 3.1 1T T,

# 3.1 FMLUTHLA T —22M - FE4E - BE

71T —2E [ B HRER TR D H T = flEL
- RGB Z=[#] - SR Y
- HSV %2fH] i - Ko 2 fifk
A N = + Niblack[8]
- Sauvolal[9]
EUEY)
* move_th
* move_thx
* move_thxe

# 3.1 DFRFTENTH D HIEOMAEOENE 3.1 OFEL 25, HetidHi-> T
N, FERAICZOEBAEDEN LB LN oTmEE-oTIWEAY, B, BIEMED
move_th. move_thx. move_thxe D HEIFLLFTO®@Y Th 5,

T ORTEEHBFEEL T LETD WX WY A XV EREE 0 — DV EEE T 5,
move_th

2 — 7 )VNERE 2 1R B 3R OBIE & 95 ik,

move_thx

PARDYEE & v — T3 )V EOARNN 5 A 11 B OBME &+ 5 ik,

13



move_thxe
HFEHEROBME ThITRNIZ L > TRE D,
Th = Imean mean + ALPHA x Imean std. (6)
Imean _mean v — B VEBHEOEYME, Imean std i a — B )VEBME D458, ALPHA
THEAHATH D, ZO Th LIERBRO B —I/PEEE A~ Tk

3.3 \2H T —High b XN LN OERIBIE 2 LIz mig sl 2=,

7 VA A — )Ll
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3.3 EhAURIME 2 L 7= g4

B 3.3 13529 X WD o B EZF R L TVWADOT. b HbAAL D £L 2L TE 7=
HEHLH5H, LL, BERMICHI 33 DFELD S E WWhholzbt S TEWEAS S,

332 AT—ZERTOXREEEZO—HILIZERLT 2EIL

W2 mXmIZXE)) . —XUY i 3.1 Z#H LI FiETH D, 2FY mXmiZX
Yot — KOV mosgi & BESRE S, 1 OB mX m [Hosih s B
EARESND,

34 ZOFEEEM Lcmig bz,

(a) ) (c) (d)
(@7 7 —mig ©O)EEEARCRHELELZEH L-mi&E 3.1 05k
(0)3X3ITX )Y REFEFEAEE = — B VT L 72 i
(4 X4 X Y REEF-EAEL 7 — B )VITEH L7z EiG
X 3.4 KEdHEE o — bV A L7 Eig e
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X 3.4 D@EFHATIE, ELW2MEEEBEEZEDLZENTEE ) THD,
X 3.5 IZH e & A7p T RERXY)Y 28T,
X35 L0, @DOXUY AR ELALTIVUE, ELW 2 EHE K L7 ‘0) 2552 &

WTE B,

X 3.5 @D ZA e L HETIUEL 2l 9 F WL K 3.4 (DE

Z T, 4X4 TRY o7z v — /WIS REEFEEZ ] L7z 2 fEE 21TV, ER s %
WD 2R (EoH) IZL T, T2l ofa Lo ETELED 4 AL
KO0 2 REET 0 LRI OHEZIT > TS, WRIZT DB R o725 E813—F LA L

DY 2R LT HTHEEE AT,
X 3.6 (2 Z DG BN L WIXKE) Y 275 5 & A lp LT 2 B bIE 24T - T2 ig sl 2 7= 9,

NARXIx;

3.6 R ASBNLWIXKEY 215 5 & A LT 2 B biEOBigf5]

3.6 DEDNL—3 3 RS TWDERITE 3.1 D FETIHIFE AL S £ 2T
HTENTERPOTZEBR THLN, ZOHEZL>THEIXFH ‘v’ 2524
MTE, LLAanb, BRI E< W0 Rnolc b EoThWEAS I,

RERMERELT2oH5, 1 DHIEREISZ YA X mXm OfEZ WL DT LW
MARATH D, FEBRICHWZEBICIT NS WEGR S Z < NS WERICIERKEI S Z LT,
MZHTHIEL WL o TLE I, 20T R E AT RE XYY (TR 5003 %
KB EERORWHBETH D, EODIT, X 3.6 DHFRLIEDBBRITD £ < 2 fElAH
Klemo - TH D,

16



3.3.3 HSVY 7 —ZEf COREEAEIC XL 5 2 EL

Z OETIEHE 8.3.1 ®FK 3.1 ® HSV U 7 —ZEM] CREIIEZFEH T2 2 & THAT H R
R E S EZTTEERRET D,

3.7 IZHtED HSV # 7 —2Ef& RGB »5H HSV ~O & A A/R77(2008 4 1 A
Wikipedia & v ##:[17]),

60 x
H= {60 x
60 x

m + 0, if MAX =
+120, if MAX =
+240, if MAX =

ELL—'iK ILII“#.'

ILIA\ ILII“\'

MAX — MIN
MAX

g —

= MAX
3.7 PIkED HSV 7 7 —7¢# & RGB 225 HSV ~D 2k

H i3, SITEE, VIZHETH S, MAX X RGB O &AM, MIN (% RGB D #k
IMETH D, EBRIZER Lo h 7 —m#1: RGB % Z 2 0~255 OfizFf> T\ 2% D
T, 3.7 D HSV ~DO & X 0 EB#a4T 5 & H:0~359(HiFHSME 360 TRIRZ & %),
S:0~1.0, V:0~255 Ofi%x &5, Z® HSV » 7 —ZEfCTRELHELEHT HI2IZLLTF D
SR D 5,

O HIFAEELERL WD,

@ H-S-VOZTNENOHEHLNES,

® MIN=MAX & MAX=0 04D H DEFE,

H 2312120 & 359 OF4, BEEEIIEE T 359 Bt T\ 5 Z L1272 248, H 1A%
ROTIELWHEEHT 1 TRFNER LRV, 2—2 Uy NEBECHERZFRET L. Y

FEFULAHTHLIC LD LPF, 1 HEVAHATHL EHESNATLEY (OO
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), 723, Hi 3.3.1 ® HSV ZEf] CREIEMEZ W L7z 2 (b TiZ=—2 U v FiEfEZ R
HLTWD,

@Iz TR, H+ S VIZENZNCELZNT T, HEEEZFHE L2 nuide b2,
£ 3.3.1 TiT HSV itk DfEZ Z 11241 0~2565 OFFAIZE L, 2 fE{bZ1T -7,

@IZHOWNTiE, MIN=MAX & MAX=0 O%4 13 H OERIZITEKD 7210, MIN=MAX
Yrtr. M 3.7 OMHEOMNOFLAZELE RIC/R D, L Len s, HSV ZE M CREEEL
AT 212 H IZEEZ ANZTIEZR B0, £ 2 THi 3.2 OFIETIE MIN=MAX &
MAX=0D%HEIFTHZ 0L Lz, L2rL, HB0 EWH DL, BHTREZRLTEY, £
TITRREDRAELTLE D,

FROMEOZ 5% 2 T, HSV £H#i1%2 DfE %, SsinH » ScosH - S -V ® 4 RotIZILIR L
THNCERE AT LWV ) HiEZRE L, 4 RouZEMoilici&E 4 23HEAUT, #isa o
R@) &k L

H = SsinHsin ¢ sin @sinp+ ScosH sin ¢ cosfsinp+S cosgsinp+Vcosp,  (7)
0" <¢,6,p<360.
L%, KO HIFFEZOMETH- T HSV O H TRWIZ LIZHERE L T2 & 20,
FBOHIZHSVOH THhod, BELZEMONBEEZFRE L, SBEENRKE 2T
O 2 EIZ LY 2ME{LEITo T,
MRHTEL S TWRWA, i B 1 DFEL D K< o lc b F-oTHWEAS D,

3.3.4 WMFAD(Weighted Median Filter based Anisotropic
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4.2 2B (Tangent Distance) ? i

PEPEEE(Tangent Distance)[13i%, ~ v F o 7 & 2 OB DK 2 125N T, BIEAL
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Oy,0g
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(%)) m{ o J (11)
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FHEFIE O SCHR21] 2 SR L CTEE 720,
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5.2 XV, HEERRE. GAT FHBAIE & & BAIFABIE &tk L CH & 22 [BIEA it THEAL D
3. FEICEIERA S 20 EA R D & GAT MHBIEOEBMMENIEE CTH 5,

27



T EEEHE

1
0.9
0.8
0.7
0.6
05
04
0.3
0.2
0.1

0

l;i
A j I N
a8 \

» / A am
g il Y
2~
i —o— HIIAME

—=— GAT#EME%
—a IR

45 -35 25 -15 -5 5 15 25 35 45
ElER A (F)

5.2 FHPAMEIZ HE < (Rl O FF Al

28



6.1 KEEMIZL? 2MHEIADOHEE

5.1 T2l bt Ko IR LI, TR & TR+ Eoahnzb Dl
THLEMOMEEEET D,

MR 122V TiE, fi 8.1 TR/ RGB 1 7 —ZE[|]TD 2 7 7 A58 & L CO &Sy
HESE T ORI E WD FIEORRANE 2 Hivd, K LIZEBEIOSGH 2 HRO K 5 72
S BN o TN D,

O KREEMECRESNHEME L R BB CTELW 2R HTOND ZERH D,

@ BBRAFIC—HT 1 SOREMERELEHT 2 2 LICBRAR S 5, JRATHI 72 i

LB UEEIRIGER 5 5,

® ZELFIZOWTE, BT —ZMTD 227 7 ANETITHETERVBERH D,

@ BT —ZEMORFUALEENH Y . E AR E2 T & DRI 720,

EROD, @20 THEA %R, BENRRAPLETH D, @, OIZON TS 7 —%
MITDLT TAND T T ALY » 7 RAEHRBEOEIRN TG TE 2 EWIFFE 23123, &
7z 2D 7o dIZiX, BB DK & HoE &l U7 i G ofEEICRE T 5,

(RT3 20 TiE, i 3.2 THRARZK & HOHERE O EELBAMNIETH D, HAR
2T TS L& &3h) IZoOWTEEMIZHT CE 2 AR AL RET 52 Lick
Do 12720 WD XD MHE b RRSEMENF L 2AIC TREHOHE) OHLINH 5,

O XF%E A THEETOH LBV T BB EOE S IEE RICR T 2F AN R E

W,

@ XFICETHEBITIZE - EOMIETH D,

@ LEOWEREASEIT, AREOKREWVEDIZRET D L. MO TOETH D,

FRAEZE L LT, EROBEBEE AV, X0 BFREE T ROEANA T &
HaEhs,

6.2 JIREZYUTIZXD 2MHALDORE

7 FALY IR D 2MEGITLL T ORMES R & 5,

O H T2 OiER

@ AERE B o 2 R B OIE LU 2 R 0O 5IR
@ 772XV 7L HME

29



RO, REREHEIC LD 2 7 FAGHOBEEEF L Th D, JUik[22)izr 7220 7
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AT« BT A ANINT K DGR b 30T il U CRRRkT 2 81k, m ANy b
ASCHEI T B/ —va o ETHEEEIZH S o LHiff SN D,

ARG L TIRABT — # ~X— 2 ICDAR2003 robust OCR dataset 75 1 X793 >HIH S
7o 71 7 — 37 G 698 KA LT, fii 2 fifk & TR O MET 2 1T - 7o,

2 LA Tl REEEZEH L FEE N T —2EMIC s F A2 ) 7wl LT FiE
DHZAT oo, REEELZBEH Lz 2 s TR TR ofEsic B Ak, &
HAERR D OISR EOXTH LEEZHAWDL Z Lick by, ELW 2 bR 75.3%% iE
llc, 7722 7 &EHA LT 2 BIIERY T AZHEO Z 0EZR R TEITRER
RN DD T &R Lo, S 612, 2MEEERE RS TR X IR+ OER %5
Hr L CTAZOBEZ IRz,

EIGMHERZERR Tl IEL < 2f{ETE 72307/ 3% — 2 12x LT GAT #HBVE RS L ORIk
ZE A LRGSR, K 91%DORR A EMR LTz, £, (E & KE I OEFAE TR T
SRV EHRR IOV T GAT FHBIE A MHE TENA D Z & 2R LT,

Sk, 6 TR LI BEIZ DWW TR R IR MR RE SN D 2 2 WiFFT 2,
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KEREG K

FREGEOF G52 7 N—7 T LIZHETE <, tlEgIT JPEG EATRFESNTNDD
T, WA I3ET jpeg Th D, URIEBR LI L DT N—TD53F )5 TRk L Th 2735,
ARIEH L7 mifgiT4 698 i TH %,

A# (698 #)

clear (199 #)

37 39 69 70 71 72 73 74
75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82
83 84 85 86 87 88 133 134
135 136 137 138 139 140 141 142
143 144 182 183 186 187 188 189
190 191 192 193 194 195 196 197
198 199 200 201 202 203 204 205
206 207 208 209 210 211 212 213
214 215 216 217 218 219 220 221
222 223 224 225 226 227 228 229
230 231 232 233 234 235 236 237
238 239 240 241 242 243 244 245
246 247 248 249 250 251 252 253
254 255 256 257 258 259 260 261
262 263 264 265 266 267 268 634
673 675 676 677 678 679 680 681
682 683 684 685 686 687 688 689
690 691 692 693 694 695 696 697
698 699 700 701 702 703 704 705
706 730 731 732 733 734 735 736
737 738 739 740 741 742 743 744
745 747 748 749 750 751 752 753
754 755 756 757 758 759 760 761
818 819 820 821 822 824 825 826
827 831 832 833 834 835 836
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Background design (130 £2)

1 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 38 40

41 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59 112 113
114 152 154 156 158 160 280 281
282 329 330 331 332 333 334 335
336 337 338 339 340 341 342 343
344 345 346 347 348 349 350 351
352 353 354 355 356 357 358 359
360 367 368 369 370 638 639 640
641 648 649 650 651 652 653 654
655 791 792 793 794 795 796 797
798 799 800 801 802 803 804 805
806 807 808 809 810 811 812 823
837 838 839 840 841 842 843 844
845 846 847 848 849 850 851 852
853 854

Multi-color character (54 )

64 65 66 67 68 111 269 270
272 285 286 707 708 709 710 711
712 713 714 715 716 717 718 719
720 721 722 723 724 725 726 727
728 729 762 763 764 765 766 768
769 770 771 772 773 774 775 776
777 778 779 780 781 782

Nonuniform lighting (40 #2)

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 115 116 117 185 379
635 636 637 642 643 644 645 646
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647 667 668 669 670 671 672 674
783 784 785 786 787 788 789 790
Little contrast (37 )

273 274 275 276 277 278 279 284
427 428 430 433 437 440 441 442
468 470 472 493 495 496 514 517
530 533 534 535 536 537 545 546
547 548 815 816 817

Blurring (210 #2)

42 43 44 45 46 89 90 91

92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99

100 101 102 103 104 106 107 109
110 119 123 125 126 127 128 129
130 131 145 146 147 148 150 151
161 162 163 164 165 166 167 172
177 178 179 287 288 289 290 291
293 294 295 296 297 298 300 302
304 305 306 307 310 311 313 314
316 317 318 319 320 321 322 323
324 325 326 327 328 361 362 363
364 365 366 372 373 374 375 376
377 380 381 382 383 384 385 386
387 388 389 390 391 392 393 394
395 396 397 400 401 402 403 404
405 406 407 408 411 412 413 414
415 417 419 420 425 443 444 445
448 449 450 475 497 519 520 524
528 529 549 550 551 552 553 554
555 556 557 558 559 560 561 562
563 564 565 566 567 568 569 570
571 572 573 574 575 576 577 578
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579 580 581 582 583 584 585 607
608 609 610 611 612 613 614 615
616 617 619 620 621 622 623 625
626 627 628 630 631 632 633 828
829 830

Serious distortion (28 )

3 4 5 6 8 9 12 118
168 371 378 586 587 588 591 592
656 657 658 659 660 661 662 663
664 665 666 767
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IELL 2L TE 72 526 #ra ] L CRAGERR & 72 o e lifg & B2 #iE Tk <,

GAT tHEE{E D A TR & 72 o o EIR

16 23 25 125 160 172 233 276
313 353 437 534 641 673 685 740
742 754 760 782 790

BEFRRE D 7 TRRFER & 72 o T i

86 88 111 114 273 383 394 533
677 689 708 723 735

GAT FHBEIE & BERRRE TRRRRAR & e o o EifR

3 9 55 65 68 130 167 298
304 336 372 377 378 448 570 619
622 623 640 643 648 653 664 688
706 718 730 731 732 736
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