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UndewaduateljfeinJapaneseUniversitiesⅢ 
－FriendshipandGroups 

RebeccaErwinFukuzawa 

lntroduction 

TjWcU-YearLiteγαtuurejM〃の.:Myfirstdayhereatthe

universitywａｓｈａｒｄｌｔｍａｄｅｍｅｎｅｒｖｏｕｓｔｏｇｏｔｏｔｈｅorientation 

meetingsbecauselhadtofindaseatwhenIdidn，tknowanyone 

Ididn'thaveanyhighschoolhiendswhocametothisschool,ｓｏｌ 

ｋｎｅｗＵｌＥｒａｌｌｙｎｏｏｎｅ､However,onthesecondday,Isatnexttoa 

girlIhadnoticedbefOreShewasn，ｔＵｋｅｓｏｍｅｏｆｔｈｅｏｔｈｅｒｇｉｒｌｓ 

ｗｈｏｗｅｒｅdressedliketheybelongedinamagazine,butwas 

wearingordinaryjeansandasweaterwithoutheapsofjewelryor 

makeup・Ｔ１１ｅｍｅｅｔｍｇｗａｓｌａｔｅｍｓｔａｒｔｉｎｇｓｏｗｅstartedtalkingl

fOundoutShewasn，tfromTokyoeither・Afterwardswewentto

thecafeteriatogetherfOrlunchItturnedoutthatwehadseveral 

Classestogethersowebeganhangingoutandhavebeenhiendｓ 

ｅｖｅｒｓ１ｎｃｅ． 

BeginningwithhPeshmanorientation,oneofthemalnagendasfOrmost 

studentsduringtheircollegeyearsismakmghFiends・Ijkethestudentquoted

above,manystudentsfindthefirstfewweeksanuncertainperiodofsearching 

fOrcompatiblefriends,Whetherinclasses,clubsorthecafete1ia,hndinghFiends 

isatoppriority､Boringclasses,aloofprofessors,badcafeteriafOodandlong 

commutescanbetolerated,evenmadeelljoyable,givenfriends・However，

failuretonndcompatiblehiendscanleadtoasenseofaUenalionhomschool 

itselfMoststudentsrecognizetheimportanceoftheacademicmissionofthe 
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schoolanditsconnectiontofUmrejobs､AIargeproportionbecomeinvolvedin 

theirseminarduringtheirthirdandfOurthyear,whichcombinesacademic 

workwithamembershipinacommunityofstudents､However,theheartofthe 

collegeexperienceisoftenoutsideoftheclassroom：Itliesinthesocial 

relationshipswithmembersoftheSeminar,extra-curricularactivities（both 

schoolsponsoredandnon-schoolsponsored),part-timejobs,commercial 

leisureactivitiesandindividualnetworksoffriendshipsAsanotherstudent 

commented,“Ⅱｙｏｕｒ巴al1ywanttounderstandus,askaboutWhatwedoafter

class.'， 

Thispaperdescribesthepattemingoftheseindividualnetworksof 

hiendshipamongJapanesecollegesmdents.Asthenrstquoteindicates,college 

studentsscanandscreeneachotherfOrlike-mindedsouls,oftenusingnon‐ 

verbalclueslikedress,hairstyle,andotherbodilyornamentationasindicators 

ofdifferenceandsimilarity・Previousreports1)usingasmallersampleofthe

samedata,indicatethatthisiilteringprDcessoccursquiteearlyinthefirstyear・

ManyfiPiendshipsoriginateinthefirstweekofschooLComparedbothto 

fiiendshipsinJapanesemiddleandhighschoolsasweUasinU､Suniversities， 

Japanesecollegestudentfriendshipsareslowertodevelopandmore 

hngmented.Ｕ､ive庵itysmdenlsoftenhaveanumberofgroupsoffriendsthey

spendtimewith-highschoolhiends,workhPiends,collegchFiendsandspecial 

inte妃stgmupfriends.InconIrasttohighschoolandjuniorhigh,hPiendships

arenolongerconcentratedwithintheboundsofasingleschool,norgrounded 

masmglecluborhomeroom 

Perhapsitisthislackofconcentrationwithinoneorganizationthat 

producesawiderangeoftypesorcategoriesofstudentsattheuniversitylevel 

whichfOrmacontinuumofinvolvementinschoolHowever,itispossibleto 

identib7threebasicorientaUons:1)studentsorientedtotheacademicmissionof 

theschooL2)studentsfOcusedonthesociallifeoftheschool,and3)smdents 

whosefOcusliesoutsideofschooLWithmthesemajordivisions,student 

categorizationsrevealanumberofsub-categories,whichdiffersomewhatby 

universityandevendifferentdepartmentsoftｈｅｓａｍｅｕｎｉversity． 
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Back&駁ound

ResearchoncollegestudentsintheUnitedStatespointstotheimportance 

ofpeersocialTelationshipsanddistinctions・Ｎａthan，srecentethnographyof

collegeliiｅａｔａｌａ埴e,AmericanpublicuniversityfOundthatsmdentsbelieved

thattheywereincollegetoleam,butthatamaiorityoftheirlearningoccunPed 

outsideofclassesinmtelpersonalrelationShipsandsocialactivitiesEvenwhen 

smdentsincludedlearningassociatedwithclasses（nlms,gmupwork,readings 

relatedtoclasses）themedianresponsewasthat“65％oflearningoccurs 

outsideofclassesandclass-relatedactivities,while３５％occurswithin''While 

somestudentsreportedthat90％oftheirlearningoccurredoutsideofthe 

classroom,veryfewreportedthatmorethan50％oftheirlearmngoccurred 

withinthestructureofclasses､2)TheirrealreasontobeincoUegewas``the 

collegeexperience,''whichstudentsportrayedas``fun,，，“friendships,，， 

"partying,''"lifeexperlences,，'ａｎｄ``latenighttalks・''3）

Ｎａthan'sfindingseChotheworkofMoffatf)Whoalsoidentifiedtheworld 

outsideofclassroomsasatleastequallyimportanttothedefinitionofthe 

collegeeXpenence 

BeyondfOrmaleducatio､,coUegeasthestudentssawitwasalsｏ 

ａｂｏｕｔｃｏｍｉｎｇｏｆａｇｅＩｔｗａｓｗｈｅｒｅｙｏｕｗｅｎｔｔｏｂｒｅａｋａｗａｙｈｏｍ 

ｈｏｍｅ，ｔｏlearnresponsibilityandmaturity，ａｎｄｔｏｄｏｓｏｍｅ 

ｇｒｏｗｉｎｇｕｐ、Ｃｏｌｌｅｇｅｗａｓａｂｏｕｔｂｅｉｎｇｏｎｙｏｕｒｏｗｎ，about

autonomy,aboutheedomhPomtheauthorityofadults,however， 

benigntheirintentionsAndlast,buthardlyleast,collegewas 

aboutfUn,aboutuniquefOrmsofpeer造groupfUn-befOreinthe

smdentconceptions,thegrayeractualitiesofadultlifｅｉｎｔｈｅｒｅal 

worldbegintoClosemonyou.。

ThisemphasisonfUnandhiendshipisnotarecenttrendInherhistoryof 

Americanhighereducation，Horowitzshowsthatthedominantcultureof 

"collegemen'，homthelatel8thcentulytothel95０，ｓｗａｓｂａｓｅｄｏｎ“apeer 

consciousnesssharplyatoddswiththatofthefacultyandofseriousstudents… 

[givenIinstimtionalexpressioninthehatemityandclubsystem.，,qlnshort,fｏｒ 
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studentsoverthepast200years,muchoftheimportanceofthecollege 

expenenceintheUS・hasbeeninsocialactivitiesandpersonalrelationships

A1thoughthe“collegeman''culturecenteredonnon-academicstudent 

sociallifewasdommant,Horowitzalsoshowstheconflictoverthedehnitionof 

collegecultureRatherthanonehomogeneousculmreofstudents,thereare 

competingones・InAmericanuniversitiesfmmthelatel8thcentulyuntiltoday，

therehavebeenthreetypes:“collegemen'，``outsiders”ａｎｄ“rebels.'，College 
ｍｅｎ（andlaterwomen）evolvedfromtheconfrontationsofstudentswith 

colonialperioduniversityadministrations､Wealthyupperclassstudents 

resentedthestrict,puritanicallifestylestheearlycolomalcollegestriedinvain 

tofOistonsmdents・EvenmallythestudentsweresuccessfUlincarvmgoutan

independentsocialworldbeyondthecontrolofcollegeadmimstrationsinclubs， 

athletics,andsocialorganizationswithintheschooLTheirpoorerclassmates 

whoenteredcollegeiOrthechanceofupwardmobilitywere"outsidelns,''aligned 

withtheacademicmissionoflheschoolandthefaculty.“Rebels,，'challenged 

bothgroupsWhilethenumericalbalancebetweenthesegroupsshiftsover 

timeandbetweendif[erentunivelnsities,theessentialdifferencespersisLThese 

differencesinhowundergraduatesdehnethemselves,viewtheirprofessorsand 

seethepurposeofauniversityeducationcreatedifferentsubcultures 

rCplCsentingdifferentsocialgroups7） 

Themostinfluentialresearchontheimportanceofsocialcategoriesof 

contemporaryyouthisECkertissmdyof`iocks"and``burnouts,'manAmerican 

highschooL8)ThenamesjoCksandburnoutsareparticulartotheresearchsite， 

butEckertdocumentshowthesecategoriesrepresentanimportantcultural 

splitnoton]ymthehighschool,butbetweenthemiddleclassandtheworking 

class・Indiflbrentplacesandtimes,thesamesplitbetween“socialites”ｏｒthe

``leadingcrowd'，ａｎｄ“greasers''０ｒ“hoods'，hasexistedfOralongtime・The

jocksembodythecultureofthemiddleclassandareorientedtotheschool： 

theyparticipateinsports(hencetheirname),studentgovernment,andother 

schoolsanctionedactivities・Theburnouts,incontmst,embodythevaluesofthe

workingclass､TheyareorientedtowardadultsocietyoutsideofschooL 
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BumoutsrejectschoolauthoriⅣandadoptthemaJorsymbolsofresistancem 

ourtime-smokinganddrugs(hencetheirname,"bumedout,，fomovemseof 

drugS)． 

TheimportanceoftheworkofEckertandHorowitzliesintheir 

explorationsofhowsmdentcategoriesaretiedtodeepersocialdivisionsand 

processes､Studentconceptionsofthemselvesarelinkedtoissuesofsocial 

class，socialmobility，andsocialchangeinthelargerworldThequainb 

soundingnamesofstudentgroupsrenectacomplexsocialrealityinwhich 

educationalinstitutionsmediatethetransitionofyouthintoadulthoodThus， 

studentcategoriesiUuminatetrendsincurremsocietyasyouthreproduceand 

modiiythesocietytheyareabouttoenter・

ThispreliminarystudyofthesocialcategoriesofJapaneseuniversity 

sｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｈａｓｔｈｅｓａｍｅａｉｍｓｌｔｓｐｕｍｏｓｅistousestudentcategoriesasalens 

withWhichtoviewdeeperissuesinJapanesesocietyandeducationtoday・

Inordertoexplorethedeeperconnections,thispaperouUmeslhebasic 

categoriessmdentsthemselvesuseandthemeaningstheyattachtothem． 

MethodsandDataConeclion 

Thereseａｒｃｈｆｏｒｔｈｉｓａｒｔｉｃｌｅｉｓｄｒａｗｎｆｒｏｍｏpen-endedinterviews 

conductedwith40firsttofOurth-yearstudentsatthree,ibuwearuniversities・

TheinterviewslastedbetweenoneandfOurhoursandtookplacebetween 

January2003andMarch2006Intheinterviewsstudentsrespondedto 

questionsabouttheirdailyschedules,classes,friends,feelingsabouttheir 

currentuniversityandtheirfUture,butwereinvitedtosuggesttopicsthey 

thoughtimportanttounderstandingtheiruniversityexperience、They

representedfOurdifferentfaculties（Engineering,Literature,Intemational 

Studies,andlnternationalCulture）atthreehighlyrankedprivateschoolsin 

Tokyo,Approximatelyequalnumbersofmenandwomenparticipated． 

SmdentCategmesintheUniverSi可

Incontrasttohighschoolstudents，collegestudent,ｓｌｉｖｅｓａｒｅｌｅｓｓ 
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constrainedbytheinstitutionoftheschooLAtfOur-yearco-educational 

institutionsbothinJapanandtheUnitedStates,theroleofuniversity 

administrationsassunPogateparentsisweak､Infact,thisroleisevenweakerin 

JapanthaninresidentialcollegesintheU・SWherethetraditionofdormitoly

residenceonuniversitypropertycompellstheneedforsomeuniversity 

oversighLWithfewdormitories,Japaneseuniversitiesescapetheburdenof 

evenminimallypolicmgsmdentsociallives・Alongtraditionofindependent，

non-1℃sidentialcollegeUfeaswellassizemayencouragethedevelopmentof 

segmentedsubculturesorcategoriesexpressedinavarietyofstudent 

categories 

Alongthecontinuumoforientationtoschool,threeovera正hingdivisions

appear:１)studentsorientedlDtheacademicmissionoftheschool,２)students 

fOcusedonthesocialorextracurricularliiboftheschool,and3)studentsWhose 

fOcusliesoutsideofschoolorschoolpeergroups・WhUethecategorizationsof

studentsinthelntemationalCulturesDepartmentarethemainfOcusofthis 

report,theyoverlaptoaconsiderableextentwiththoseofstudentsinother 

universitiesanddepartments、

Thesecategoriesa正usuallymarkedbydifferencesmclothingFiPeeof

thed妃ssrestrictionsmanyJapanesestudentsexpenencethroughjuniorhigh

schoolandhighsChooLnumelDusstylesblossomoncoUegecampuses､Ｍｏｓｔ 

students，descriptionsofcategoriesofpeopleoncampusrefertotheseouter 

manifestationsofsub-culturaltypes・ClothingisapowerfU1non-velbalsignalof

socialidentity､Anumberoficonicgarmentssignalaffiliationtoparticular 

groups・Intheimpersonalsettingsoflargeurbanumversities,clothingcodes

proUferateasameansofexpressingrelationshipswithinandamongstuniversity 
students． 

GaFQibe"－academicorientation 

SmdentswhoareorientedtotheacademicfOcusoftheschoolareoften 

caUedgzz鋤e"､Theyaredescribedas沈峨"ＩＣ(serious)students・

Interviewer:WhataregUz〃bejzlike？
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ThirdYearLiteratureDivisionStudent:Ｏｈ,ｙｏｕｋｎｏｗ,theyattend 

classlOO96ofthetime・Theyalwaysstudyandcarryaroundalotof

booksOftentheysitatthefrontoftheclass､Butitdoesn'tmean 

theyalwaysdothebestwhenitcomestotestsTY1eyjustarealways 

smdying,that'ｓａｌＬ 

Ｇａ７ｉｂｅ〃ｉｓａｎｏｌｄｗｏｒｄｆＯｒａ“grind”thathasbeeninuseduringmostof

thepost-warperiodamongelementarythroughuniversitystudents・Ａｌthough

theyareaseparatecategory,truegmqibe〃areusuallysmallmnumber､T11ese

studentsmaynotactuallybethehighestachievers,buttheysuggestdedication 

toacademicstotheexclusionof“normal”peerlcIationshipsandsmdynorms・

nemajorityofstudentsgenerallypayattentioninatleastsomeclassessomeof 

thetime:ｔｈｅｙstudy,butnotobviouslyortotheexclusionofotheradivities 

Gα〃ｂｅ〃seemexclusivelyandexcessivelypreoccupiedwithclasses．

Zhi化UUkui-Hcei-A1Metes

AsecondsmallgroupofstudentsaretheathleteshPomuniversiWsports 

teamsMajoruniversitieslikethosehFomwhichstudentsinthissurveyare 

drawnhaveanumberofschool-sponsoredteamsthatplaycompetitivelyagainst 

otherschoolsTheremaybeatleasttwotiersofteaｍｓ,onethatrepresentsthe 

entireuniversity，andanotheratthedepartmentlevelwhichplaysother 

universities,butnotinnationalcompetitions､Bothoftheselevelsrequirea 

heavyinvestmentoftimeandenergy,particularlytheuniversity-wideteams 

fmmwhichexceptionalplayersmaymoveintoproiessionalorcompanyteams 

anergraduation 

Sportsteamsdirectlysupporttheextra-culTicularlifeoftheschooLWhile 

sportsaremuchlessimportantmattractingalumnisupportthanintheU.Ｓ， 

winningsportsteamsenhanceauniversity，simage・GamescreateoccasionsfOr

studentｓａｎｄａｌｕｍｎｉｔounitebehindtheschooLTheyalsofOcustheplayers， 

energyandtimeonrelationshipswithteammateswithintheschoolcreating 

cohesive,schoolfOcusedpeerrelationships・Studentswhoplayasportusually
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reportthattheirclosesthiendswereteammates・Thiscohesivenessisapparent
tooutsiders、

SecondyearlnternationalStudiesMajor:Youcanusuallytell 

whicharethe'αﾉﾘb"Acjpeople・Ｔ１１ｅｙｏｆｔｅｎｓｅｅｍｔｏｂｅｗｉｔｈｅａｃｈ

other､Youknowtheybelongtoasportsteamｂｅcausetheyoften 

havetheirteambagｓｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｍ,weartshirtsorpoloshirts,but 

neveranyrcallyhighfashionorHarajukutypeofclothing・When

youseemembersoftherugbyteaｍｙｏｕｒｅａｌｌｙｋｎｏｗｗｈｏｔｈｅｙ 

ａ１℃becausetheyareallprettybig． 

Kuraaubu-chuushinnoHito-CIub-onentedstudents 

Similartosportsteammembers,studentsinvolvedinothertypesof 

universitysponsoredcIubsandstudentgovernmentleadersconstituteasecond 

typeoforientationtothenon-academicorextracurricularmissionofthe 

university・WhilemanystudentsinitiaUyjoinaclub,largenumbe】nsdropouLAt

eachoftheschoolswherestudentswereinterviewed,slightlyoverhalfofall 

studentsreportedbeinginclubsHowever,tobeconsideredacluboriented 

smdent,meremembershipwasnotsufficient・Thesestudentsareeitherthe

leadersoftheircluborbelongtoaparticularlyactiveclub 

Schoolorchestras,iOrexample,tendtobeveryactive,demandingdubs・

Dailyorpracticesandgnsh"ん〃（study/practicetrips)overvacationstendto

createcohesivegroupsfOcusedonasingle,school-sponsoredactMtywhich 

generatesothersocialactivities・Manystudentsreportgoingouttodinnerafter

late-afternoonclubpracticesandperiodicdrinkingpartiestocelebratetheend 

ofthetermorthecompletionofparticularclubactivities 

Arelated,butslighUylessschool-orientedgroupwasthesocialdrinkers， 

ｏｒｓｉｍｐｌｙ〃0”"ｊｈｊｍｊﾉｚｊｊ０(peoplewholiketodrink）whooftenfindhPiends

throughsocially-orientedclubs 

J）DteruieuDeF:Soarethestudentsinthetenniscircｌｅｓａｋｉｎｄｏｆ 

ｍｊＡ"hajLbej(athlete)？ 

ＦｍｒｔかrearmterJDatioJDalC四1tⅢｒｅｓＭ【Ｗｒ:（laughter）Ｏｈ
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mygoshno1PeopleWhojointenniscirclesdosoinordertodrink 

andmakehPiendsT11epeopleWhobelongtotheuniversitytennis 

club,theyreallyplaytennis・Thosewhobelongtothecircles，

well,theyjoinfOrtheimage､Theyseemtothinkthatitlooks 

reallyclassytobecarryingatennisracketandwearingdesigner 

tennisclothesThegirlsbuythosepastelsweatshirtsandwear 

goldnecklacesandeanPingsorsomethingltsliketheywanttoht 

theimageofanold-school,elitestudentButaUtheydoisparty・

DrinkingisasubslantialpartofcollegestudentsocialU企.Thus,aheavy

doseofsocialdrinkingcouldbeconsideredquiteordinary・However,students

oftendistinguishedthistypeof“partyculture'，ｆｒｏｍlessdrinkingoriented 

categones 

FmtsunoDaigakusei-"Ordinarｿﾞ,universi可students

Manyofthesmdentswhobelongtoclubsconsiderthemselvestobejust 

"ordinarycollegestudents，，Byordinarycol1egestudents,theymeanpeople 

withliIestylesandintereststhatstrikeabalancebetweenacademicsandpeerも

orientedactivitiesandbetweenschoolandnon-schoolactivities・

Ｔｈｉｒａ－ｙＣａｒ肋urer"α〃o"αJStLuddes〃ｑｍ７:Iguesslwould

considermyselftobejustaregularcollegestudent・Iattend

classesregularly,onlyskippingclassonceinawhile,ｌｉｋｅｏｎａ 

ｒｅａ１ｌｙｎｉｃｅｄａｙｔｏｄｏｓｏｍｅｔhinghmwithmyfriends・Butlwantto

getagoodｊｏｂｓｏｌ，ｍｔｒｙｉｎｇｔｏｋｅｅｐｕｐｍｙｇｒａｄｅｓａｎｄｈａｖｅ 

startedstudyingiOrTOEICIbelongedtoatenniscirclemyfirst 

year,butgottoobusywithmypart-Umejobinmysecondyearto 

continueNowl，ｍｂｕｓｙｗｉｔｈｍｙｓｅｍｉｎａｒｓｏｈａｖｅｈａｄｔｏｃｕｔｂａｃｋ 

ｏｎｈｏｗｍｕｃｈｌｗｏｒｋｌｓｔｉｌｌｈａｎｇｏｕｔｗｉｔｈｓｏｍｅｏｆｔｈｅｈＦｉｅｎｄｓｌ 

ｍａｄｅｉｎtennis,ｂｕｔａｌｓｏｈａｖｅｈｒｉｅｎｄｓｈＰｏｍｍｙｓｅｍｉｎａｒandpart 

timejob， 

Likethisstudent,ordinarystudentsneitherneglecttheirstudiesnortheir 

hPiends,､buttendtohaveanumberofhiendshipnetworksbasedonthevariety 
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ofactivitiesthattheyparticipateinAmajorityofstudentsinterviewedput 
themselvesinthiscategory． 

Out-ofLschoolorientations-Charai-kei，Harajuku-kei,Hippi 
andOtaku 

lncontrasttostudentswhoarecategorizedbytheirinvolvementthe 

academicornon-academiclileoftheuniversity,avarietyofcategoriesexistfOr 

lypesthathavelittlerelationtouniversityliie､Thecham激ｅＭｚａｍﾉｶｨｈＷｂＢｉ,力伽ｊ

α"ｄｏねん〃ａ正orientednottoschool,buttoeitherpopularcultureoradult

socielyoutsideofschooL 

Seco"m-YbarLitemtWreMCVo応Inadditiontothegzzj6ibe〃ｗｈｏ

ｓｍｄｙａｌｌｔｈｅｔｉｍｅａｎｄｔｈｅｓｍｄｅｎｔｓimmersedintheirclubs,there 

isagroupofpeoplewhowell,１．０，，treallyknowwhattheyare 

doingincollege・Ｗｈｅｎｔｈｅｙａｒｅｉｎｃｌａｓｓｔｈｅｙａｒｅｓｌｅｅｐingor

lookingattheircel］phones､Theyweareitherquitenashyor 

reallyroughclothesanddietheirhair． 

AnoIherstudentlabeledthestudentsinHashyclothesc"αｍｊＶｂｅｊ,ｏｒｔｈｅ 

"uashyorshowytypes.” 

Ｐｂ皿rt〃yearnDter"qtio"αｌＳｍｄｉｅｓル化Vor:Youcanusually

hearcﾉbα、澱ejcoming・Theirchainsjangle,ortheirbootsclick

onthetileHoorsofthecafeteria,andtheytalkinoverlyloud 

voiceswiththeirfriends､YOucouldalsocallthegirlsgymwand 

theboysgWz'ＷＯＣ（malegyaru).Bothseemtobeonlyinterested 

iniashionandhavingagoodtime・Someofthemworkparttime

atcabaretsandclubsYourarelyseethemalone,butonlyinbig， 

ｎｏｉｓｙｇｒｏｕｐｓｏｎｃａｍｐｕｓＡｎｄｅｖｅｎｗｈｅｎthey,ｒｅｏｎｃａｍｐｕｓ,they 

oftencutclasseslngeneral,theyneglecttheirstudies． 

ＨＺｚｍ/iCAMｲｰﾙｅｊ(Harajuku-types)wasoftenmentionedassimilartocｌｚａｍｆ 

ｈｃｉ,butiewsmdentscouldactuallydifferentiatethetwogroupsHippieswerea 
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mmortypementionedbyonlyonestudentWhoidentinedthembytheirethmc 

typeclothinganddistancehomuniversityextra-curricularlife， 

Incontrast,０，侮泌wasmentionedasacategolybynearlyaUstudents・The

word-translatedasaddict,fanaticormaniac-characterizesanyonewhois 

engrossedinahobby豈Ukepursuittotheexclusionof"normal,,adolescentsocial

andacademiclifｅ 

Ｏｍｈ〃ａｒｅｐｅｏｐｌｅｗｈｏａｒｅｃｒａｚｙａｂｏｕｔｔｈｅｉｒhobbies・Ｆｏｒ

example,ｍａｎｇａｏｒａｎｉｍｅｏｍＡ〃ｌｏｖｅｃｏｍｉｃｓａｎｄａｎｉｍｅａｎｄａｒｅ

ａｌｗａｙｓｔｈｉｎｋｉｎｇａｂｏｕｔｔｈｅｍａｎｄｔｈｅｃｈａｒａｃｔｅｒｓｉｎｔｈｅｍ， 

ｓｏｍｅｔｉｍｅｓｔｏｔｈｅｐｏｉｎｔｗｈｅｒｅｔｈｅｙｃｏnfuserealitywiththe 

fantasylifeinthestoriesReallyseriousomb〃dressupastheir

favoritecharacterswhentheygotospecialevents,butnotfOr 

schoolsoitissometimeshardtoidentibthem,Ｔｈｅｎthe1℃are 

themoremelancholytypeslike，“o"A0〃0mｈ〃(computernerds）

orAAjbzz-hej(AkihabaraPtypes).YOucanidentifythembytheir 

clothesTheyalwaystucktheshirttailsoftheirbutton-down 

shirtsintotheirpants,whichareusuaUynotjeans,butcorduroy 

orsomethingelse・Theyhaveabackpackthattheyalwayswear

withbothstrapsovertheirshoulders,neverjustslungoverone 

shoulderliｋｅｔｈｅｒｅｓｔｏｆｕｓ・Thentherearethe”hjSlzjomA〃

（historymaniacs）andthedCjzsjia0mﾙ〃(trainmaniacs)WhoalC

almosttoogloomytomentio､． 

Despitelhedifferencesbetweenthesetypes,theyareunitedbytheir 

neglectofbothacademicsandschoolPbasedsocialactivities・Ｔｈｅ“average''０丁

"normal，，smdentbalancesstudies,avarietyofhiendshipsbothinandoutsideof 

schoolwithpersonalinterests． 
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Conclusion 

Historically，peerrelationshipshavebeenthecoreofthecollege 

experience、Theserelationshipsarepatternedandrepresentfundamental

orientationstoschoolthatembodyculmralconflictsbetweendifferentgmupsm 

societies､Thedifferencesinorientationtoschoolapparentinthestudent 

categoriesillustratedabovesuggestdeeperconnectionstosociety・These

connectionstosocialgroupingsshouldbeexploredinfUrther１℃search． 
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