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How to Recover from ‘The Great Heisei Depression’:
Searching for an Alternative to Koizumi’s Structural
Reform Policy (Part 1-2) —A Sequel to “Globalization
and ‘Social Economy’” —

Nobuji KASUYA

V' Implications of establishing “Recycling-based Society” through
promoting the social economy and radical democracy

(1) A strategy of multiplicity for the regional development : learning
from ‘the endogenous development theory’ and ‘the regional structure
theory’

{Abstract)

In the preceding chapter (Part 1-1, “Keizaishirin” Vol. 71 No. 4), we
proposed establishing a “Recycling-based Society” through promoting
social economy and radical democracy as an alternative to Koizumi’s
Structural Reform. However, some parts of this earlier work were
somewhat abstract. In the following chapter we intend to clarify the
implications of our proposal one by one so that readers may get fully
developed and concrete images of what we mean by the phrase of
‘establishing a “Recycling-based Society” through promoting social
economy and radical democracy’.

In this section (1), we investigate the disputation over regional
development policy between two main and conflicting theories, that is,
between ‘the endogenous development theory’ and ‘the regional struc-
ture theory’.

We can learn much from a study of both theories and realize the need
to reach a synthesis of both theories. We argue that we would be able
to find a valid way of synthesizing the conflicting theories, if both sides
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can accept the concept of ‘new historical and social subjects’ that we
presented in the preceding chapter (Part 1-1,III(2)), At the same time,
we would be able to make at least one of the more abstract elements
of our construct, ‘new historical and social subjects’ much concrete, by
meaning it as people who are engaged in networking the various types
of endogenous development, realizing what roles they are forced to
take of the regional division of labor, and reaching a consensus among
themselves about how to modify those roles so as to make their living
sustainable environmentally and socially.

We have to continue to take up other points concerning relevant issue
to clarify the implications and convey fully developed images of ‘estab-
lishing “Recycling-based Society” through promoting social economy
and radical democracy’ in the following sections.



