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The International Urban System between Korea and China
Seen through Business Networks

BOKU Sohgen (PARK Jong-Hyun)

Abustract

An urban system consists of nodes and linkages, which are indispensable
for studying the process of change of the urban system. This study
examines inter-urban linkages in the international urban system between
Korea and China by looking at business networks of Korean enterprises in
China. The data used in this study were obtained from various company
directories and related publications in Korea.

The results can be summarized as follows:

Based on the indices of the Murayama model, the overall pattern of
development of business networks suggests that: (1) enterprises based in
major cities (Tianjin, Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Dalian, Shenyang, and
Seoul) play the most important role; (2) the linkages among other cities are
still weak; and (3) inter-urban linkages between Seoul and Tianjin are
clearly formed by the location of subsidiaries, and inter-urban linkages
between Seoul and Beijing are strongly linked by the location of branches

and liaison offices.

Key words: International urban system, Business networks, Enterprises,

Korea, China



