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The Korean Urban System Based on the Analysis of Internal
Migration

Park Jong-Hyun (Boku, Sohgen)

It is important for the study of an urban system to clarify the functional
characteristics of each city as an element of the urban system and to
analyses the inter-relations among the cities. However, the studies of the
latter have not been undertaken till now because of difficulties in data
collection.

This study attempts to clarify an urban system based on the analysis of
internal migration in Korea. Data used are The Korean National Migration
Surveys published by the National Bureau of Statistics in 1996, 2005. The
number of analyzed cities was 78 in 1996 and 84 in 2005.

The results are as follows:

1. The Korean urban system presents a typical hierarchical structure as
seen in Christaller’ s Model. Differing from Pred’ s Model of innovation
diffusion, the migration flows between cities of the same order or
between larger and smaller cities, independent of tributary areas, are
large on neither volume nor proportion.

2. The spatial patterns of migration among cities appeared in the migration
field of national level, and all cities are directly or indirectly linked with
Seoul. The metropolitan dominance of Seoul has expanded remarkably.
Not only Gyonggi, Chungchongnam, and Chungchongbuk prefectures in
Jungbu district, but also Jonranam and Jonrabuk in Honam District are
included in its area.

3. In the case of Japan, the metropolitan areas such as Tokyo, Osaka and
Nagoya continue to dominate a hierarchical structure, and then the
migration fields are centered in these three metropolitan areas. The

differences between the two countries are caused strongly by the
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attraction of population force of capital city and the weak development of
local cities in Korea.

4. On the other hand, it seems that in areas, except the metropolitan
dominance of Seoul, Busan, Ulsan and Changwon had once strongly
formed their own local urban systems in Yongnam areas such as
Gyongsannam Prefecture.

5. The Korean urban system does not consist of well developed hierarchy of
metropolitan city, regional center city, prefectural city and local city as
Japan, especially, because regional center cities are undeveloped and
prefectural center cities are not dominant in the prefecture cities.

Key words: The Korean urban system, Seoul, Busan, Migration,

Christaller’s model



