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1．ＳｕｓｔａｉｎａｂＩｅＣｏｍｍｕｎｉｔｙ 

Thetermsustainabledevelopmentｃａｍｅｏｆａｇｅａｔｔｈｅｃｏｎｆｅｒｅｎｃｅｏｎｅｎｖironmentand 

deveIopmentheIdmNo｢ｗａｙｉｎｌ９８７、ThetennbecamewideIyacceptedattｈｅＥａｒｔｈＳｕｍｍｉｔ

ｈｅｌｄｆｉｖｅｙｅａｒｓＩａterinRiodeJaneiro，whereitwasdefinedasmdevelopmeｎｔｔｈａｔｍｅｅｔｓｔｈｅ 

ｎｅｅｄｓｏｆｔｈｅｐ｢esentwithoutcompromisingtheabilityoffuturegenerationstomeetthei「ｏｗｎ

needs・'１

Besidestouchingontheissueofsustainability，ｌｅｘａｍｉｎｅｄｔｈｅｉｄｅａｏｆｈｕｍａｎｃｏｍｍｕｎｉｔｉｅｓ 

Ｏｎｅｏｆｔｈｅｖｉｃｅｓｏｆｃｕｒｒｅｎｔｃｕｌｔｕｒｅｉｓｈｏｗｉｔｈａｓｓｅ｢vedtosevertiesbetweenpeople，isoIating 

themf｢omtheircommunitiesanddislocatingthemfromthei「histories，Anotherwayof

approachingwhatthiｓｍｅａｎｓｉｓthatlong-te｢mimportanceandvalueweresac｢ificedtosho｢t-term 

economicprofitThisisespeciallytrueoftheUnitedStatesandJapan､Thecultureofmatenalism 

hashascausedcrisesintheglobalenvironｍｅｎｔＬｅｆｔａｓｉｔｉｓ，wecannotavoidasituationin 

whichatmosphericCO21evelsincreaseexponentially，causingglobalwarminganda「esuItant

riseinthesealeveIOrconsiderasituationinwhichChinabecomesasaffluentastheUnited 

States､WithacarineveryChinesehome,Ｃｕ「planet,ｓｐｅｔ｢oleum「esourceswilllikelybespentin

afewshortyears・Clearlyeconomicdevelopmentasｗｅｈａｖｅｈａｄｉｎthepastisimpossible;ｗｅ

ｗｉｌＩｎｏｔｂｅａｂｌｅｔｏｓｕｓｔａｉｎｐａｓｔｌｅvelsofeconomicgrowthCount｢ieslikeJapanandsomeothe｢ｓ 

ｉｎＡｓｉａｗｈｅ｢ethefbrcesofmodernizationwereｐａ｢ticularlyquicktotakeholdalsoｓａｗ「apid

centralizationofpowerandresources、Ｔｈｉｓcent｢alizationhasresultedinconcent｢ationof

populationThepopulationofＪａｐａｎｉｓａｂｏｕｔｌ２０ｍｉｌＩｉｏｎ，ｏｆｗｈｉｃｈａｂｏｕｔ３０ｍｉｌｌｉｏｎｌｉｖｅｉｎｔｈｅ 

TokyometropolitanareaOutsideTokyo,populationtendstowa｢dregionalcentersandawayfrom 

theoutlyingareas・Ｔｈｅｉｍｐｏｖｅｒｉｓｈｍｅｎｔｏｆｒｕｒａｌｃｏｍｍｕｎｉｔｉｅｓｌｏｃａｔｅｄｉｎｗｈａｔａｒｅｃａｌｌｅｄｔｈｅ
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intermountainzonesmakesitdifficuIttobelievethattheyarelocateｄｉｎｔｈｅｓａｍｅｃｏｕｎｔｒｙａｓｔｈｅ 
ｒｉｃｈｕｒｂancenters 

Youthsgatherinu｢banfantasyzonesinsea｢choffreedomandglamour､Thisexodusaway 

fromtheruraIarｅａｓｈａｓｃ｢eatedasituationwherebycitiesexceedinglOmilIionpopulationhave 

sprungupalloverAsiaThesecitiesarethesourcesofslums,PCⅡution,trafficjams,ａｎｄｃｒｉｍｅ 

ＴｈｅｓｅｃｉｔｉｅｓａｒｅｎｏｔｐｌａｃｅｓｔhatofferpeoplequalityoflifeTheydonotofferplacessuitablefb「

humanlifestyIesItisdifnculttoforeseeconcretehigh-risecitiessuMvingonehundred，one 

thousandyearsｆｒｏｍｎｏｗＴｈｅｒｅａｒｅｔｏｏｍａｎｙｐｒｏｂｌｅｍｓｔｏｂｅｏｖｅ｢Ｃｏｍｅ；ｈｏｗｄｏｙｏｕｓｅｃｕ｢ｅ 

water，ｐ｢ovidefOodandenergy，getridofwaste，orestablishasenseofthecommunity，ａｌｌｏｆ 

ｗｈｉｃｈａ｢evitaltosustainthesecities？ 

Thehistoryofhumankindhasalwaysbeencharacterizedbythesea｢ＣhfOrqualiWoflife 

Theinformationsocietyofthenextcenturymusｔｂｅｓｕｃｈｔｈａｔｐｒｏｖｉｄｅｓｕｓｗｉｔｈｔｈｉｓqualityoflife 

Torealizethis，wemustbuiIdsustainablecommunities・lngrainedhereistheideathatwemust

buildⅡstrongcommunitiesi1andthatwemustpersuitsustainabiIityoftownsandvillages・By

strongcommunities,ｗｅｍｅａｎpIacingemphasisonthe「eIationshipbetweenpeopleandcreating

asenseofcommunitybelonginｇＷｅｍｅａｎｔｈｅｅｓｔａｂＩｉｓｈｍｅｎｔｏｆａｆｅｅｌingoffriendshipamong 

people1afeeIingthatplayssuchavitalroleinthehealthyrunningofatrulydemocraticsystem 

Toensurethatsuchcommunitiesaresustained，ｗｅmustcarefuIly「eexamineourattitudes

towa｢ddevelopmentandourpursuitofefficiencyoveraIlothervi｢tues，whichhavecausedthe 

hype「densitiesofthepresentcityscapｅＯｕｒｐｕｒｓｕｉｔｍｕｓｔｂｅｆＯｃｕｓｅｄｏｎｓustainingtheIivable

environmentａｍｕｎｄｕｓａｎｄｏｎｂｕｉｌｄｉｎｇｓｔｒｏｎｇｃｏｍｍunitiesthatbecomethｅｂａｓｅｓｏｆｏｕ「social

systemWemustbuildanewframeworkthatencompassesboththesoftwareandha｢dware 

aspectsofowsociety・

Ｔｈｅｎｅｘｔｃｅｎｔｕｒｙｗｉｌｌｂｅｔｈｅｃｅnturyofinfo｢ｍａｔｉｏｎｌｔｍａｙｔｈｒｏｗｎｅｗｌｉｇｈｔｏｎｈｏｗｗelive1 

leadingtochangesinou「lifestylesItwillstrengthencommunicationbetweenpeopleaｎｄｍａｙ

ｒｅｓｕＩｔｉｎｔｈｅｂｉＩ－ｔｈｏｆｎｅｗcommunities・lnfOrmaUonmaybecomeatooIthatwillallowusto

rediscove｢thesenseofhumancommunitythatwehaveIost 

Japan，ｗｈｏｓｅｇｒｏｗｔｈｉｎｔｈｅ２０ｔｈｃｅｎｔｗｙｃａｎｂedescribedasmi｢aculousiisatatuming 

pointbothsociallyandeconomicallyJapanbecameitscurrentselfbyabandoningtraditional 

valuesanddenyingpastp｢actices，ＶＶｈａｔｗｅａｒｅｎｏｗｃｏｍｉｎｇｔｏｒｅａｌｉｚｅｉｓthatmanyaspectsof 

ourtraditionalwaysofthinkingthatwehaveabandoneda｢esuperiortowhatwebelievenowand 

thattheyallowusbetterinsightintoourfundamentalsenseofvalue、WebelievedbefOrethat

spiritspermeatedeve｢ythinga｢oundus，ａｎｄａｍｏｎｇｔｈｅ１１ｔｈｉｎｇｓａ｢oundus1iwerepeopleThe 

conceptofsustainabilityisadirectdescendantofthiswayofthinking 

Wearｅｃｕ｢｢entlyexamininghowtoreconciIethebuildingofsustainablecommunitiｅｓｉｎ 
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JapanwiththeageofinfOrmationsocietiesAsAmericanurbanplannerPete「Calthropnotes,we

mustbuildcommunitjessociallyprogressive，economicallyfeasible，andecologicallysoundin 

thecominginfOrmationage 

SustainablecommunitiesareinthefUtureTheywerealsoapartoftheJapanesepeoplein 

thepast,Ｔｈｅｙａ｢enotdifficulttoachieve､Ａｌｌｗｅｎｅｅｄｔｏｄｏｉｓｔｏｇｏｂａｃｋｔｏｔｈｅｆｕture,ｔｕｒｎｔｈｅ 

ｃｌｏｃｋｂａｃｋａｂｏｕｔｌ３０ｙｅａｒsandintotheEdoperiodofJapanesehistory、ThevaluesoftheEdo

periodwe｢ealiveintheJapanesepsycheasIatｅａｓ３０ｙｅａｒｓａｇｏ． 

2.TheEdoPeriodasaManifestationoftheSustainabIeCommunity 

TheapproximateIytwo-and-a-halfcenturiesf｢ｏｍｔｈｅｅａｒＩｙｌ７ｔｈｔｏｔｈｅｍｉｄ－１ｇｔｈcenturiesin 

Japana｢ｅ「eferredtoastheEdoperiodJapaｎｄｕ｢ingtheseyea｢ｓｗａｓｍａ｢kedbyitsisolationist

poIicy・Thecountryprohibitedtradewitheveryothe「countryexceptHoIlandandChina，and

limiteditsoutpostoftradetoNagasakLlocatedonthefarweste｢ntipoftheJapanese 

archipelago，TheisolationistpolicyenabledＪａｐａｎｔｏｓｈｕｔｏｕｔａｌＩｓｏｕｒｃｅｓｏｆｐｏｔｅntialdisomer 

outsideitsborde｢sandestabIishaneconomyfoundedonalevelofpeaceandprosperityThe 

｢esultantsystemofeconomicproductioncombinedcapitaIconservationwithlaborintensity、Land

productivityduringthistiｍｅｗａｓｔｈｅｈｉｇｈｅｓｔｉｎｔｈｅｗｏｒｌｄ，whichenabledJapantobuiIda 

sel卜sustainableeconomywithinitssho｢esToruHayamihasmadereferencestothissystemand

hasconcludedthatwhileEuropeunde｢wentthelndustrialRevoIution，Japanunderwentan 

IndustriousRevoIutionAIthoughGDPdidnotgrowsignificantIyduringtheseyears1Japandid 

benefitgreatlyfromastableeconomy・

LivingstandardsinJapandu｢ｉｎｇｔｈｅＥｄｏｐｅｒｉｏｄｗｅｒｅｎｏｔＩｏｗＳｕsanHarley，ｉｎｈｅ「

comparativestudyofJapanduringtheEdoperiod,concludedthat,givenachoiceofwheretolive 

inl85qshewouldhavechoosenEnglandifshewasrichandJapanifshewasoftheworking 

cIass 

Japanatthistimebenefitedfromafairly｢cmarkablesystemofenergy,wate「ａｎｄwaste・The

centralgovernmentthen,whencomparedwiththepresentbureaucraticjumble,ｗａｓｓｍａｌｌａｎｄ 

cheap（averagetaxbu｢denwasestimatedatabout2096)，ａｎｄｔｈｅｒｅｗａｓａｆａｉ「deg｢eeof

regionalautonomyEdo,OsakaandKyotowe｢ethethreemajorurbancente｢s,butevenoutside 

thesecitiesflourisheddlstinctregionalculturesTherulingsamuraiclasswerefinanciallystrained1 

andday-to-daycommunityaffairswerepIacedinthehandsofselfLgovemingcouncilsMattersof 

securitywerechargedtoneighbo｢hoodgroups,whichtookresponsibllityforensuringthesafetyof 

theirabodesCommunitiesweresustainedtoalargeextentbythevoluntee「spiritofitsresidents
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JapanisamongthemostheavilyforestedcountriesintheworldEvenｎｏｗ,two-thirdsofthe 

countryarefOrest，PopulationduringtheEdope｢iodwasapproximately30million，whichis 

one-fOrththepresentpopulationAnnualinc｢ｅａｓｅｉｎｐｅ「capitaforestmassduringthistiｍｅｗａｓ

ａｂｏｕｔｌＯ５ｔｏｎｓ,ｗｈｉｃｈｐ｢oducesabout42miIlionkcalofheatequivalent・Thisisaboutthesame

amountasthe40milIionkcalinheatthattheJapanesepeopIeuseeitherdirectlyorindirectlyin 

ayear､Whenweconsiderthattheheat『equirementofpeopleintheEdoperiodwaslessthat

oneone-hundredththepresentrequirement]wecanseethatannualincreasesinforestmass 

wereeasilycapableofsatisfyingtheheatingrequi｢ementsofpeopledunngtheEdope｢iod 

HumanIaborp｢ovidedmostofthepowe「necessarytog｢owrice,ｗｈｉｃｈｗａｓｔｈｅｓｔａｐｌｅｄｉｅｔ

ｏｆｔｈｅＪａｐａnesepeopleThesourceofpowerfOrhumanIabo「ｉｓｏｆｃｏｕｒｓｅｆｏｏｄＷｅｃan

concludefromthisthatenergyfｒｏｍｔｈｅｓｕｎｗａｓｅｎｏｕｇｈｔｏｋｅｅｐｔｈｅｃｏｕntrymoving 

Timewasnotdividedintostrict，evendivisions，Sunrisewasdefinedassixo1clockinthe 

momingwhilesunsetwasdefinedassixoiclockintheeveningEachperiodofdayandnightwas 

dividedintosix，ihou｢sｌ１ｔｏｔｅｌｌａｐａI-ttimeThelogicalco｢olla｢ｙｏｆｔｈｉｓｓｙｓｔｅｍｉｓｔｈａｔｔｈｅｌｅｎｇｔｈｏｆ 

daysandnightswasnotconstant・Thelifestylerhythmthenwastiedinwiththemovementofthe

sunThiscontrastswithtoday，ｗｈｅｒｅｅｖｅｎｓｕｍｍｅ「ｔｉｍｅｉｓａｃｏｎｃｅｐｔａＩｉｅｎｉｎＪａｐａｎＴｈｅ

ＪapanesepeoplelivedmorepractlcaIandnaturalIiIcsWIesduringtheEdoperiod 

lntheearlyl9thcentury，thepopulationofLondonwas900,o００ａｎｄｔｈａｔｏｆＰａｒｉｓｗａｓ 

5001000.ThepopulationofTokyo，ｏｒＥｄｏａｓｉｔｗａｓｃａｌｌｅｄｔｈｅｎ,ｗａｓ1,200,000．Ｅｄｏ，bythel8th 

century，benefitedfTomaqueductsthat｢ｅａｃｈｅｄａｔｏｔａｌｌｅｎｇｔｈｏｆｌｌＯｋｍＴｈｅｓｅasandriversof 

Edowereextremelyclean・SumidaRiverwashometomanyspeciesoffreshwaterfishandfish

f｢oｍｔｈｅＢａｙｏｆＴｏｋｙｏｂｅｃａｍethesourcesofsushlEnvironmentaIspecialistsoftodaya｢e 

astoundedbythecleanlinessofthｅｓｅａｓｈｏｒｅｓａｎｄ「iverbanksdepictedinEdowood-block

prints，ThecIeanwatersweremaintainedbｅｃａｕｓｅａｌｍｏｓｔａｌｌｈｕｍａｎｒｅｆＵｓｅａｎｄｗastewere 

transpoI-tedtothesu｢｢Ｃｕndingareastobeusedasfertilize｢、Thispreventedanyurbanwaste

f｢ombeingdumpedintothewater・ThiscontrastswithPa｢ｉｓａｂｏｕｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅｔｉｍａｗｈｅｒｅｔｈｅ

Ｓｅｉnewasthedestinationofallurbanwaste，ｃ｢eatingoftenunbearableodorandactingasa 

breedinggroundfordisease， 

ThetraditionalsystemofbeliefinJapanwaslargelyanimistic，whichisabeliefthatspi｢its 

resideineverything､Thismadefrugalityavirtue,andalmosteverythingwasrecycledThosethat 

couldnoIongerbe「ecycledwereburied

Thep｢esentpopulationofTokyoisaboutl2million、TheMetmpolitanGovernment，unde「

centralgovernmentcontrol，isresponsiblefortheday-to-daymanagementofthisarealncluding 

poIice,TokyoMetropolitanGovernmentstaffnumber200,OOqmeaningthatoneinevery50 

citizenwo｢ksfbrtheMet｢opoIitanGovemment 
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Duringthel8thcentwy,magistrateswerecha｢gedwithpoliceandjudicialfunctionsaswell 

asotheradministrativeduties、Thereｗｅ｢etwomagistrate1sofficesinEdoｌｏｃａｔｅｄｔｏｔｈｅｎｏ｢th

andtothesouth，whichtogetherwerechargedwithmｕｃｈｔｈｅｓａｍｅ「esponsibilitiesasthe

p｢esentMetropolitanGovemment・Ateachmagistrate1sofficewereｅｍｐｌｏｙｅｄ５０１'sergeants11and

240，iconstables.，'Ｆｏ「ａｃｉＷｏｆｏｎｅｍｉｌｌｉｏｎ，thatmakes580administrativeofficersaltogether，

meaningthateachofficerwas「esponsiblefOrthewelfareofl,724ordinarycitizensThe

govemmenttｈｅｎｗａｓｍｕｃｈｍｏ｢eefficient 

Govemorsweresenttothoseareasdirectlycont｢olledbytheTokugawagovernment・To

administeranareaequivalenttoabout50tolOOthousandkoku（onekoku＝３Ｄslightlyove｢five 

USbushels）inricepToduction，however,theTokugawaShogunatesentonlytwogove｢no｢s 

ConsideringthatafeudalIordcontroIlinganequivaIentareawouIdpresideove「３００to500

vassals,wecanimaginetheefficiencyofadministratlonThegovernorsadministeredthei「dist｢ict

byhiringpeoplewholivedinit・

Thissystemofgovernmentwasnonethelessabletomaintainorderatmuchthesamelevel 

asthepresent・ThiswasduetoasystemofselfLgoverningcouncilsinplace、ｌｎＥｄｏ，citizens

were「epresentedbythreecounciIors,whosepostswe｢epasseddownwithinthei「familiesThey

actedasdefactogovernorsinchargeofmakingpublicannouncements，maintainingcensus， 

cont｢o11ingt頂deandcrafts，conductingarbitration，andorganizingsuⅣeys・Underthese

councilorswe｢ｅｔｈｅ１，mayorsmofthediffe｢entboroughs，ａｎｄｕｎｄｅｒｔｈｅｍｗｅ｢etheneighborhood 

Ieaders，ｗｈｏａｃｔｅｄｖｅｒｙｍｕｃｈａｓａｌａｎｄｌｏｒｄｏｆanapartmentblockwouldactnow、Ｔｈｅｒｅｗｅ｢ｅ

ａｐｐ｢oximately20,000neighbomoodIeadersinEdocha｢gedwithbringingthecommunitytogether 

andmaintainingo｢der・TheydidaIIthiswlthoutpay、

BecausehousesinJapanweremadeofwood，citieswerevulne｢aｂＩｅｔｏｆｉreEdowasno 

exceptionDuringtheEdoperiod，firefightingIbmeswe｢eorganizedbycommunity・Those

involvedwithconst｢uctionwereorganizedasfirefighte｢s、Theyactedasprivatepolice，militia

liaison,andguardfO「ａcommunity,Theinterestingthingisthatthesepeoplewe｢ｅａｌｓｏｔｈｅｓａｍｅ

ｐｅｏｐlewho，inordinarysociety，weremostlikelytogravitatetowa｢dthemoreunsavoryaspects 

ofsocietyThegeniusofEdosocietywastheｗａｙtheywereabletoincorporatesuchpotential 

troubIemakersintothei「system，wheretheyactedasvolunteersincha｢geofworkthatoften

involvedriskoｆｌｉｆｅ 

ＴｈｅＥdoperiodaIsosawtheflourlshingofasystemofprivateschoolsfo「ordina｢ypeople

EachfeudalfiefalsoestabIishedinstitutesofhighe「｜ｅａｍｉｎｇＡｓｏｆｔｈｅｅｎｄｏｆｔｈｅＥｄｏｐｅｒｉｏ｡，

theseｐ｢ivateschoolsnumberedl,500ｉｎＥｄｏａｎｄｏｖｅ「１５，０００nationwideEdocircal850saw

over７０％ofitspopuIaceeducated.ThiscompareswithasimiIarestimatemadefor1a『geEnglish

citiesinl837，ｗｈｅｒｅｔｈｅｆｉｇｕｒｅｗａｓ２０％，Thefigurefo「ｔｈｅｌｏｗｅｒｃｌａｓｓｅｓｗａｓｗｏｒｓｅＴｈｅ
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percentageofIowerclasspeopleinLondonwithaneducationwasabout１０％． 

Theprivateschoolstaught｢eading，writing，mathematics1Chlnese，ｆｌｏｗe「arrangement,and

teaceremony.、ＩｔｗａｓｎｏｔｏｕｔｏｆｔｈｅｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｆＯｒｔｈosewhoshowedexceptionalprowessto

receivefu｢thereducationatthoseinstitutesofhighe「learningestablishedbythefeudalfiefSorby

theShogunate、SchoolsinJapannowareplaguedbyprobIemsofin-classvioIenceSchools

duringtheEdope｢iodwereinstitutionsinwhichthosewhowishedtoleamdidsoaccordingto 

thei「abilities・Ｆｕ｢thermore，therewerenostandardshoursPeopleleamedwhentheycould，

whetheritwasmomingorevening、ＴｈｅｃＩａｓｓｅｓｄｉｄｎｏｔｆｏ｢ｃｅｔｈｅｓａｍｅｃｕ｢｢iculumontoalIits

students、StudentsIearnedface-to-facewiththeirteachersThisensu｢edthateducationwas

comprehensive，encompassingafargreaterrangｅｔｈａｎｗｈａｔｗｅｎｏ｢maIlycategorizeas 

academic・ｌｔｗａｓｎｏｔｅｎｏｕｇｈｆｂ「theteacherstoteachthebasicsStudentssoughtoutthose

teacherswhowerebettermannered，ｍｏｒｅａｗａｒｅｏｆｔｈｅｎｅｅｄｓｏｆｐａ｢ticularstudents、Whatthe

teachersreallytaughtwerehowthestudentscouldbecomebetteFroundedpeople､Theteachers 

wererespectedinthｅｃｏｍｍunityandcontributedtoestablishingorderinsociety・Education

du｢ingtheEdoperiodencompassedteacherswhoactedasvolunteers，openingtheirhomesas 

class｢oomsandusingtheirowntextbooks、ThetextbookswerenotfO｢ＣｅdontheteachersfTom

aboveRather,ｇｏｏｄtextbooksspreadbywordofmouthandbecameestablishedasstandards・

Whethersamuraiorworkingclass1peopletendedtoretireatａｃｅ｢tainageThatthework 

waspasseddowntotheirchildrenhadsomethingtodowithear1yretirement，buttheresuIthas 

beenthatpeopletendedtodevotetimeafter「etirementtothingsthattheyrealＩｙｗａｎｔｅｄｔｏｄｏ，

whichcontributedtotheflounshingofcultureduringtheEdoperiｏｄＭａｎｙｔｉｍｅｓ，theactivities 

thatpeopleconductedafte「「etirementenrichedsociety・Peoplebecamepaintersandpoets・

OthersbecamepatronsofthesepaintersandpoetsPeoplebuiltbotanicalga｢dens・People

ｂｅｃａｍｅprofessional「aconteursTadatakalnoinretirementsurveyedamapofJapaneven

beforeEuropeancMlizationmadeitｓｗａｙｔｏｔｈｅｃｏｕｎｔｒｙ、Reti｢ementhelpedf｢eepeopIefrom

thei「pasts，pumpingintosocietyagroupofaffIuentvolunteers

Japan，duringtheEdoperiod，besidesthoseregionscontrolle。directlybytheShogunate，

wasdividedintosome270feudalfiefsThesefiefsenjoyedacertainamountofautonomy,ｅａｃｈ 

ｆｉｅｆｎｏｔｏｎｌｙＩＴｅｅｔｏｓｅｔｉｔｓｏｗｎｔａｘｅｓｂｙａｌｓｏｆｒｅｅｔｏｉｓｓｕｅｉｔｓｏｗｎｃurrencyThisautonomy 

promotedthedeveIopmentofuniqueindustriesandallowedabette「outletfOrgiftedpeople，

the｢ebycontributingtoculturalg｢owth、Thereｗａｓｎｏｎｅｏｆｔｈｅｓｉｔｕａｔｉｏｎｗｅｆｉｎｄｎｏｗ，whe｢e

peopIemustcometoTokyotofindajobandpeoplewithgiftscannotfindemploymentmthe 

placesoftheirbirthAdministrationinthefiefsalsotookatwo-tieredstructure,sel卜govemmentby

thepeoplebelowandfeudaladministrationaboveLocaIcouncilors,whowerechosenbyelection， 

actedasgo-betweensbetweenthetwo-tiersofgovemmentlmpo｢tantcommunitymatterswere 
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decidedatcommunitymeetingswhereeachfamilyhadonevoteDecisionsusually「equireda

majo｢ityvote，ｂｕｔｄｅｐｅｎｄｉｎｇｏｎｔｈｅｇ｢avityofthematte「tobedecided，decisionshadtobe

unanimous・Thissystemp｢obablybetter「eflectedpopularconcernsthantheinstitutionalizedfOrm

ofmayo「ａｎｄｃｉｔｙｃｏuncllorsetupineffectnow・

Thecentralgovemmentlackedthefi､ancialwherewithaltoconcernitselfwithminutedetails 

ofcommunitylife，CheapgovemmentfOrcedpeopletopracticeseIILgovernance、Taxeswere

spreadevenlytoensureabsoIutefaimess・Communitygovemmentwasentrustedtoagrouｐｏｆ

ａｂｏｕｔ２０ｐｅｏｐｌｅ，unde「whichwerepostedgroupsentrusteｄｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｅｎｆｂ｢cementandpractical

appIicationsofthedecisions「eachedNeighborhoodgroupsplacedbeneaththesegroupswere

ent｢ustedwiththerunningoffestivaIsａｎｄｍａｎａｇｅｍｅｎｔｏｆｃｏｍｍｕｎａＩｐ｢ope｢ty，ａｎｄｐ｢ovided 

assistanceandcoope｢ationwheneve「ｓｕｃｈｔｉｍｅｓａｓａｎｅｅｄｔｏ「ebuildhousesa｢ouselnthisway，

ｃｏｍｍｕｎｉｔｉｅｓｗｅｒｅｋｅｐｔｕｐｂｙｔｈｅ「ep『esentativesofthepeopIeToborrｏｗａｎＡｍｅｒｉｃａｎｔｅｒｍ，

the｢ewerethegrassrootsleadersandtheIeadersofpresent-dayNPOs． 

3.MeijiandPost-WWIl 

lnl86atheTokugawaShogunategavewaytolmpe｢iaIautho｢ityandJapanunitedunder 

thebannerofmodernization、ltsentmissionstoEuropeandmeUnitedStatesandemb｢acedthe

developmentsofthemodemeraThegovernmentIedthemovetowardtheIndustrialRevolution 

andestabIishedasystemofparliamentaryrep｢esentationbasedontheGermanmode1． 

Governorswereappointedbythecentralgovernmenttothe「egions1establishingasystemof

strictcent｢aIizedbu｢eaucracy・Ｔｈｅｌｍｐｅ｢ialseatwasmovedfromKyototoTokyqitsname

changedfromEdoJapan，whichuntilthenclea｢Iyhadtwocenters（ＯｓａｋａａｎｄＫｙｏｔｏｔｏｔｈｅ 

ｗｅｓｔａｎｄＥｄｏｔｏtheeast)，proceededtowa｢dapathinwhichTokyowiIlemergeasthelone 

poIitical,economic,andculturalcente｢・

MissionssenttoEuropeneve「sawthatasystemofregionalautonomyensuredIandscape

beautyinEnglando「GermanyValuesheldduringtheEdoperiodwereabandonedinthename

ofeconomicgrowth，ａｎdmanyShintoshrinesweredestroyedThelmpe｢ialRescripton 

Educationforcedstandardizededucationthroughoutthecount｢y，Theschoolstaughtthatthe 

Emperorwasagodheadandthatallcitize､ｓｗｅｒｅｔｈｅｓｕｂｊｅｃｔｓｏｆｔｈｅＥｍｐｅｒｏｒ・Unde「ｔｈｉｓ

system，ｎｏ「egardwasheededtowa｢ｄpeople,sIiving，Ｔｈｅｌmperialistexpansionpolicyresultedin

clasheswithChinaandtheEuropeanpowers・Thegovemmentbecameunabletocont｢olthe

milita｢y,andJapanente｢edtheSecondWOrldWar・

ＴｈｉｓＷａｒｅｎｄｅｄｉｎｌ９４５ＵｎｄｅｒＡｍｅｒｉcancont｢Cl，ｔｈｅｓｏｃｉａｌｓｙｓｔｅｍｏｆｔｈｅＭｅｉｊｉｗａｓ 
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discarded・Zaibatsuweredismantled，serfswe｢efreed，andthempeace，iconstitutionwasadopted、

Amidcallsforfreedomanddemocracy,poslMeUivalueswe｢eabandoned 

TheJapaneseeconomyeｍｅ｢gedfromtheruinsunde「bureaucraticleadership・Catchingup

totheUnitedStatesbecamethekeywordasJapanenloyeditssumme｢ofhigheconomicgrowth 

andenteredtheageofmassconsumptionTheconsequencesof｢apidgrowthwassoonfeltin 

thefo｢ｍｏｆｍｅｒｃｕ｢ypoisoninginMinamataBayandpoIIutioninotherareas・I1Balanced

developmentoftheJapaneselandscape，itoutedduringthise｢ameantineffectthedestructionof 

traditionalvaIuesandthecarefullywroughtsystemofcoexistencewithnatweand「esultedin

landscapecoveredincementLostinthisscrambIefo「growthwastheideathatbuiIdingsmust

aIlowasemi-permanenthomefOrpeopleJapanbecamemanufactu｢eｒｔｏｔｈｅｗｏｒｌｄａｎｄｏｎｅｏｆｉｔｓ 

ｇｒeatestfinancialcenters，TheJapanesesenseofrefinementcreatedover-quality，oveトservica

andoveトmanagementSkilledpeopIeg｢avitatedtowa｢ｄｔｈｅｕ｢bancente｢s，leavingtheoutlying

areasbIighteｄａｎｄ「emovedofitsindividualitiesandtraditions・Youthsgravitatedtowardthecities

insearchoffreedomandextendedfamiliesdisappeared・DespiteincreasesinGDP，the

Japanesepeoplebecameunabletofeelqualityinthei「life，PeopIenoIonge「ｂｅｃａｍｅ「esponsibIe

fo「themseIvesandaformofpaternaIismbegantoprevailinwhichaIl「esponsibilitylaywiththe

govemment・ThuswasestablishedaIandoftheinesponsibIe，wherethewordpubIicbecame

synonymouswiththegovernment， 

Ｔｈｅｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｔ｢ust，ｗｈｉｃｈｉｓｉｎｓｏｍｅｗａｙｓｔｈｅｂａｓｉｓｏｆｏｕ「capitaleconomy，tookafOIm

differentfTomthatintheUnitedStateslnJapan，the｢ｅｅｘｉｓｔｓｔｒｕｓｔｗｉｔｈｉｎａｇｒｏｕｐａｎｄａmong 

largegroups，butlittIetrustamongindividualsorbetweenindividualsandg｢oups． 

4.lnformationRevolution，ParadigmShifts,ａｎｄＥｃｏｎｏｍｉｃＣｏＩＩａｐｓｅ 

FatigueintheJapanesepost-VWⅥＩｓｙｓｔｅｍｂｅｃａｍｅａｐｐａｒｅｎｔｉｎｔｈｅｌ９90s・Thesystemis

forcednowintost｢ucturalrefOrm・ＴｈｅｅｎｄｏｆｔｈｅＣｏｌｄＷａｒ・Thedeathofunfette｢edgrowth

Agingofthepopulation、lncreasedglobalenvi｢onmentaIproblems、Rapidchangesininfbrmation

andcommunication、Whatｗｅａｒeseeingisashiftinoursocialparadigm

ThehierarchiesoftodaｙｗｉｌｌｇｉｖｅｗａｙｔｏｐａｒｉＷｉｎｔｈｅｆｕｔｕ｢eExcessivelycentralized 

governmentwilIgivewaytoasocietyIedbysmallplaye｢s・Evenlargecorpo｢ationswiⅡbecomea

looseconfederationofsmallco｢porateg｢oups 

PeopIewillbegintoidentifythemselvesnotwithanyonegroup,butmultipleg｢oupsPeopIe 

wilIcometobelongtomuItipleregionalcommunities，ＮＰＯｓ，hobbygroups1andothergroupsthat 

cutacrosstraditionaldivisions． 
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Ｅｍｐｈａｓｌｓｗｉｌｌｔｕｍｆ｢ominvestmentinfacilitiestoinvestmentinknowledgeVⅦatwilI 

become「equiredisnottheskillstomakeuseofapaIticularpieceofequipment1butamore

generalbasisinknowIedgethatdoesnotchangeovertime 

ClosedsocietieswiIlgiveawaytoopensocieties、Nolonge「wiIIeverythingbekeptasecret

incompaniesａｎｄｏ｢ganizations．ＡⅡinfo｢mationwⅢbedisclosedandallinfo｢mationwilIbe 

shared、Humanactivityprincipleswilltuｒｎａｗａｙｆｒｏｍｖｉｃｔｏｒｙａｎｄｂａｔｔｌｅａｎｄcompetitionand

towa｢djointc｢eationandjointventuresEachindividualwillbecomeprofessionals,creatingnew 

valuethToughcollaboration・PeopleofdifferentbeliefSandskilIswillcollabo｢atewitheachother

tocreatevalueshithe｢tonotheeded・Individualactivityprincipleswillencompassnotobligationl

Ioyalty,andsubseMence1butvolitionandpassion、

TheformerpresidentofCiscoSystemstatesthattheageinwhichpersonsarejudgedby 

thetitlestheyhoIdwillgiveawaytotheInternetyears,WhatwiIlcometomatte「toanindividuaI

isnotthepositionｈｅｈｏｌｄｓｉｎａｐａ『ticularorganization，ｂｕｔｈｉｓａｂｉＩｉｔｙｔｏｃ｢eateanetworkaround

him・Ａｎｄｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｃｏｍｉｎｇｏｆｓｕｃｈａｓｏｃｉｅｔｙｗｉｌｌｂｅｂｏｒｎｔｈｅｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｔ｢ustappropriatetothe

Japanesepeople． 

5.ReturnofSustainabIeCommunitieswithAdvancesinInfOrmationNetworks 

IfthereislightattheendofthetunneIfO「thiscount｢y,thensurelythisIightcanbefoundat

theendoftheinfOrmation「evolutionTheshiftinpa｢adigmsmentionedpreviouslywilllikelycause

evenmorechangesinsociety・

Ｔｈｅinformation「evolutionwiIlmakeinformationco-proprietary，simuItaneous，faFreaching，

inte｢active，incIusive，ａｎｄcheap・Ｗｅｗｉｌｌｂｅａｂｌｅｔｏｃｈｏｏｓｅ，fromthevarieWofinfOrmation

available，ｔｈｏｓｅｔｈａｔａｒｅｏｐｔｉｍａｌｆＯｒｏｕ「purposesAdvancesininfO｢mationtechnologieswill

transIb｢musfrombeingpassivereceptorstoactivetransmitters・Nolonge「ｗｉｌｌthe｢ｅｂｅａｎeed

forpowerfUlhardware-ourhardwarewiIIbecomesmalleraｎｄｍｏｒｅｍｏｂｉｌｅＳＯＨＯｓｗｉⅡbecome 

thenextm可orinformationcentersMoreimportancewlⅡbeplacedonsmallplayersandthe

communitiesthattheyareapartof1enhancingthesenseofcommunitybeIongingateachlevel 

Communities「esultonlywhenthereiscommunicationUnfO｢tunately，theAchillesiheelof

theJapanesepeopIehasbeenthei「inabilitytoconductf｢ank，one-to-onecommunicationThe

spreadofinformationtechnologieswillincreaseoppoItunitiesforcommunicationandadddepthto 

thesubjectsofsuchcommunicationltwillheIpusbuildhumanrelationshipsthata｢ebasedon 

dialoguesbetweenequalindividuals、Communicationissomethingthatisconductedbetween

individuals，notorganizationsBydefinition，itplacestheindividuaIoneithersiｄｅｏｎａｎｅｑｕａｌ 
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fOotinglnformationalIowsindividualsanopportunitytofOrmmultifacetedandmulti-layered 
communities 

PeopIewhojumpf｢omeachofthesemulti-1ayeredcommunitiestoanothe｢wiIlseeksoIace 

incIoser-knittemtorialcommunities、Peoplewhoonceescapedthe「egionalcommunitiesinthe

processofurbanizationwillcomebacktｏｔｈｅｓａｍｅｆａｍｉｌｉａｌｃｏｍｍｕｎｉｔｉｅｓｔｏｓeekpsychoIogical 

solace,Insuchcommunities1peoplearenotunderconstantscrutiny・lndividualsarenotbu｢iedin

agroup,butareacceptedastheindividualsthattheya｢elntheprocessofsoIvingtheproblems 

thatwilIconfrontthesecommunities，ｉｔｉｓｈｏｐｅｄｔｈａｔｔｈｅｃｏｍｍｕｎｉｔｉｅｓｔｈｅmseIvesbecome 

stronger・

IncreasedavaiIabilityofinfbrmationwillcreatemanydifferenｔＮＰＯｓａｎｄｓｍａＩｌｂｕｓｉｎｅｓｓｅｓ 

Ｔｈｅｙａｒesmallplaye｢s､Thei「valuesliewithinthemseIves,whiIeinformationtoolswilllikeＩｙｃ尼ate

anenvironmentinwhichtheycanseekoutcoIlaborationwithothe「groupssimilartotheirs・The｢e

mayevenbecreatedindustrialclustersth｢oughanagglomerationofsuchsmaⅡplayers 

lncreasedinfOrmationavailabiIitywillimproveeducatiomlnparticuIar，technicalaspectsof 

educationwiI1bestreamlined,ａｎｄteacherswiⅡbeabletobcusoncharacterbuilding 

Japanatpresentissidesteppingtheissueofene｢gybyplacinggreateremphasisonnucIear 

powe「generation、ltcannot，however,dothisindefinitely・Soone「ｏ「later,ｉｔｗｉｌｌｒｅａｃｈａＩｉｍｉｔｔｏ

ｗｈａｔｉｔｃａｎｄounderthepresentsetupwhetheｒｔｈｅｐ｢oblemisene｢gyorwasteConse｢vation 

hingesontheavailabiIib/ofinfOITnatiomThep｢obIemscannotbesolvedunlessthepeople 

themselvespitchinto｢educeene｢ｇｙｕｓｅａｎｄｗａｓｔｅ 

Ｉｍｂ｢mationwillalsomakemovementofpeoplemoreefficient,Ｔｈｅｕ｢bancommunitiesinthe 

infbrmationagewilIsheditseIfofindividualcarownershipbydividingitselfintonodeswithin 

whichallservicesarewithinwaIkingdistanceThedifferentnodeswillbelinkedbypublic 

transpo｢tationlncreasedinfOrmationemphasiswillachievethis・Thestreetswillbefilledwith

peopleyoungandold，andbothadultsandchiId｢enwillwo｢ktogethe「tobringIifebackintothe

cities・

Japaneseadminist｢ativeunitswerefo｢cedfromabovebythegovemment・ｌｔｉｓｈｏｐｅｄｔｈａｔ

ｗｅｗｉｌｌｓｅｅｔｈｅｆｂｒｍａtionofseIfとcontainedcommunitiesinthefUtureOfcourse，wemustalso

considerthefOrmatiｏｎｏｆＩａ｢ge｢！「egionalcommunitiesthatareforｍｅｄｔhroughanaggIomeration

oftheseselfLcontainedcommunitles、ThesmallercommunitieswiIlretalntheirindependenceand

individualitytoagreatextent1buttheywillalsocometogetherwithsimilarcommunities，each 

cha｢gedwithadiffe｢entfunctiontobecomeapartoflargerregionalcommunitiesthatsharea 

ce｢taincuItural，environmental，andeconomiccha｢acteristic，Communicationbetweensuch 

communitieswillbeenhancedbytheuseofinfOrmationnetworks・

Ｔｈｅinformation「evolutionshowsthewayfO「communitiestoadvanceandassistsｔｈｅ
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revitalizationofindividualregionsThe21stcenturywilllikelybringwithititsshareofeconomlc1 

environmental，andsociaIprobIemsp｢obablymo｢ecomplexthanthoseoftoday・Theseproblems

willbeinsolublewithouttherealizatlonamongpeoplethattheproblemsconcemthemdirectly・

Recognitionwithinacommunityoftheproblemsthatitfaceswillcreateasenseofstewardshipin 

thecommuniW・ManypeoplesaythatthedevelopmentofsuchasystemisdifficultlnthecIimate

thatisJapanandthesetsofvaluesitspeoplehoIdButwhenyouexaminemo｢eclosely1wefind 

thatthepeoplｅｏｆｔｈｅＥｄｏｐeriodsucceededinbuiIdingasustainablecommunity、Ｅｄｏｐｅ｢iodwas

anageofIocaldependence,whereeachofthedifferent｢egionsenjoyedalifestylethatwasthei「

ｏｗｎＷｅｍｕｓｔ「ecapturethesenseofselfconfidencethatwehadthenlamnotadvocatiｎｇｔｈａｔ

ｗｅｓｈｏｕｌｄｇｏｂａｃｋｔｏｔｈｅＥｄｏｐｅrｉｏｄｌａｍｓｌｍｐｌｙｓａyingthattheprevailingwayofthinkinginthe 

Edoperiodholdsacluethathelpsusrealizeabrightfuture-Afterall，livingmeansfulfilllngthe 

responsibilitiesthatnaturehasent｢usteduswith． 
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