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Land degradation by sheep transhumance
in the South Carpathian Mountains
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Abstract

On the north slope of South Carpathian Mountains, covered by Pre-Cambrian crystalline shist, land
degradation has been developing by transhumance of sheep after the Revolution of 1989. According to interview,
the head number of sheep has increased 10 times, as compared with the period before the Revolution in Chindrel
Mountain, where intermediate-stationed transhumance has been carrying on. In Jina and Poiana Sibiului, during
the study period from Sept., 2003 to Sept., 2004, the land degradation speed and volume were observed. The
degradation level is dangerous state for preserving pasture to keep sustainable use.

On the south slope of Carpathian Mountains, the areas, covered by Miocene sedimentary rock, a distribution
map of land degradation level had made. The land degradation is progressing on the slope over 40 degree by
ascending transhumance of sheep extensively. In these areas, vegetation is recovering very fast, because of the

deep soil layers.



