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2５ 

ＣｏｎｓｔｒｕｃｔｉｎｇｔｈｅＦａｍｉｌｙｔｈｒｏｕｇｈ 

ＯｐinionPolls： 

ＡＣｏｍｐａｒａｔｉｖｅＡｎａｌｙｓｉｓｏｆＪａｐａｎａｎｄｔｈｅＵＳＡ＊ 

ＤｉａｎａＫＨＯＲ 

Introductionandpreview 

“Ｉｆｙｏｕｗｅｒｅｔｏｂｅｂｏｒｎａｇａｉｎ,ｗｏｕｌｄｙｏｕｗａｎｔｔｏｂｅａｗｏｍａｎｏｒａ 

ｍａｎ?”ThisisapopularquestionaskedinopinionpollsinJapanthrough 

theyears，Invariablypeopleseemabletocomeupwithadefiniteanswer： 

"man”ｏｒ“Woman.'，Over-timechangesinthepatternofresponseshave 

alsobeenanalyzedanｄｅｘｐｌａｉnedbymacro-levelchangesinconscious． 

、ess,women,sopportunitiesmthepublicsphere,ａｎｄｓｏｏｎＥｖｅｒｙｔｈｉｎｇ

ｓｅｅｍｓｔｏｍａｋｅｐｅrfectsenseexceptperhapsthequestionitselfWhat 

doesitreally加eα〃ｔｏａｓｋｉｆｏｎｅｗｏｕｌｄｗａｎｔｔｏｂｅａｗｏｍａｎｏｒａｍａｎｉｆ

ｏｎｅｗｅｒｅｔｏｂｅｒｅｂｏｒｎ？Ｗｈａｔｄｏｅｓｉｔｍｅａｎｔｏｓａｙ“I，ｄｗａｎｔｔｏｂｅｃｏｍｅａ 

ｗｏｍａｎ'0ｏｒ１Ｔｄｗａｎｔｔｏｂｅｃｏｍｅａｍａｎ'，？Isinternalhomogeneityofthe 

respectivecategories“man”ａｎｄ“Ｗｏｍａｎ”aviab1eassumption？Canwe 

assumeasharedunderstandingoftherespectivecategoriesthatallowsa 

meaningfulinterpretationoftheresponses？ 

Ａquestionlikethiscouldbetakenastriｖｉａｌａｎｄａｎａｎａｌｙｓｉｓｏｆｉｔ,by 

extension，equallvtriviaLHowever，expertsareinvolvedandmaterial 

resourcesmobilizedtowritethisquestion，ｆｏｒｍａｔｉｔ，ｐｕｔｉｔｉｎａｓｕｒｖｅｙ， 

ａｎｄadmmisteredtothousandsofpeople,whointurnapparentlyanswer 

itseriously・ＥｘｐｅｒｔｓａｒｅｔｈｅｎｉｎｖｉｔｅｄｏｎＴＶｏｒａｓｋeｄｔｏｗｒｉｔｅｉｎｔｈｅｎｅｗｓ‐

paperabouttheresponsesandacademicpapershaveprobablybeenpub‐ 
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lishedonit、Ratherthandismissingthisquestionoropinionpollsingen‐

eralastrivial,oneshouldpayattentiontothemeaningofopinionpolls 
andanalyzethequestions-thewaythequestionsareframedandthe 

responsecategoriesconfigured-tounderstandanewthesignificanceof 

opinionpollinginconstructingourconsciousness・

Takingtheperspectivethatopinioｎｐｏｌｌｓａｒｅａｔｅｘｔｔｏｂｅａｎａｌｙｚｅｄｉｎ 

ａｎdofitselfandextendinganearlieranalysisldidonwomen0semploy‐ 

mentinJapan（Khor2002),thispaperanalyzesquestionsandcorrespond 
ingresponsecategoriesｏｎｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｙｉｎｏｐｉｎｉｏｎｐｏＵｓｃｏｎductedin2000-

2002inJapanandtheUnitedStates・Iwillbeginwithatheoretical

contextualizationofthepresentanalysisbeforeintroducingthedataand 

presentingtheanalysiS 

Theconstructionofrealitythroughopinionpolling 

Researchershavelongidentifiedvariousproblemsofrelyingonopin‐ 

ionpollsasasourceofinformationtogauge"publicopinion.，，Thereisthe 

problemofthelackofinterestoftherespondentsandtheirtendencyto 

selectananswerinfixed-responsetypequestionswithoutgivingthe 

questionenoughconsideration（Foddyl993lAlternatively,ｉｆｏｎｅｈａｓａ 

ｃｌｅａｒｏｐｉｎｉｏｎｔｈａｔｉｓｎｏｔrepresentedintheavailableresponsecategories， 

onemightchoosethe“Other，,category1whichisusuallyomittedfromthe 

finalanalysis、Inaddition,thewording,order,andphrasingoftheques‐

tionshavealsobeenshowntoaffectresponses（SchumanandPresser 

l996;Lewis2001;PageandShapirol992lOnoneleve1,thesearetechnical 

problemsthatcａｎｂｅ“fixed，'throughsamplingandthewordingofques‐ 

tionsandresponses､OnanotherleveLhowever,theyaredeeperproblems 

beyondquickfixesbecausetheyshowthatbymanipulatingtheques‐ 

tionsandresponsecategories,`oresults'1ａｎｄ“opinions，,ｃａｎｉｎｄｅｅｄｂｅｃｒｅ‐ 

ated．“Results,,ａｎｄ`oopinions0'arequicklyconvertedinto“data'，ｗｉｔｈａ 

ｌｉｆｅｏｆｔｈｅｉｒｏｗｎ,orinotherwords,`jsocialfacts.，,These“socialfacts”are 

furtherinterpretedand“frame｡,,,separatedfromthecircumstancesofthe 
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ConstructingtheFamilythroughOpinionPolls２７ 

individualswhoissuethoseopinions,andtheyfinallybecomethe“offi‐ 

cial0，textofpublicdiscourse・Associaltheoristsandmethodologistshave

indicatedsuccinctly，ratherthanmeasuringpublicopinion,opinionsur‐ 

veysactuallymanufactureit（Blumerl948;Bourdieul979;Smithl990)．In 

turn,thesesocialfacts,ｏｎｃｅｍａｄｅ“official,”becometherawmaterialsof 

anaverageindividuarsrealityandfromwhichshedrawstointerpret， 

understandandmakesenseofherworｌｄａｎｄａｎｓｗｅｒｏｐｉｎｉｏｎｐｏｌｌｑｕｅｓ‐ 

tions、OpmionpoUsarethereforeimportantconstitutiveelementsofa

modernindividuarsreality、Ａｎｉｎｄｉｖｉｄｕａｌｌｅａｒｎｓｔｏｆｒａｍｅｈｉｓｔｈｉｎｋｉｎｇ

ａｎｄｌｏｏｋａｔｔｈｅｗｏｒｌｄｉｎｐａｒｔｉcularwaysthroughconstantexposuresto 

opinionsurveysandinturncontributestotheconstructionofPublic 

opinionthroughansweringthesesurveyquestions． 

ｍｅｍ－ｒｃｕ"妙ｏｆＯｐｉ"io〃Ｐ⑰"s’

Opinionpollsare“unreal'1ｉｎｔｈｅｓｅｎｓｅｔｈａｔｍｏｓｔｐｅｏｐｌｅ（withthe 

possibleexceptionofsocialscientists）ｄｏｎｏｔｔｈｉｎｋｏｒｃｏｎｖｅｒｓｅｉｎｔｈｅ 

ｍａｎｎｅrofanopinionpollquestion、Thescientificclarityofanopinion

pollquestiondoesnotcorrespondｔｏｔｈｅａｍｂｉｇｕｉｔｉｅｓａｎｄｍｅｓｓｉｎｅｓｓｏｆ 

ordinaryconversationThatmostofｕｓｃａｎａｎｓｗｅｒａｎｏｐｉｎｉｏｎｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎ 

withoutmuchproblemistheresultofalearningprocessthroughwhich 

weacquirｅａｐａｒｔｉｃｕｌａｒｗａｙｏｆｔｈｉｎｋｉｎｇａｎｄｍａｎｎｅｒｏｆａｒｔｉｃｕｌａｔｉｎｇｗｈａｔ 

ｗｅｃｏｍｅｔｏconsideras“our”opinion、Ｆｏｒexample,ａｃｏｍｍｏｎｐｏｌｌｑｕｅｓ‐

tionutilizesa“numericalscale,叩ortheso-calledfeelingbarometer,toask

respondentstoranktｈｅｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｃｅｏｆｆａｍｉｌｙ,Career,relatives,religion， 

aｎｄｔｈｅｌｉｋｅｏｎａｓｃａｌｅｏｆｌｔｏｌＯ（see,forexample,InstituteofStatistical 

Mathematicsl992)．Ourapparentabilitytoanswersuchquestionswith 

easeshowsthatwehaｖｅｌｅａｒｎｅｄｈｏｗｔｏｄｅｓｃｒｉｂｅｏｕｒｅｍｏｔｉonswithnum 

bers,ratherthanthatnumericalscalesapproximatepeople,sfeelings 

T11le`qF施加i"，”ofQmestto"Ｓα"‘ReSPO"ＳｅＣ[JtegomeS

Ｈｏｗａｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｉｓｆｒａｍｅｄ－ｈｏｗｉｔｉｓｐｈrasedandwhatresponse 

categoriesａｒｅｍａｄｅａｖａｉｌａｂｌｅ－ｓｈａｐｅｓｔｈｅａｎｓｗeｒａｎｄｓｅｔｓａｐａｒａｍｅｔｅｒ 
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fortheinterpretationofthe“findings”Ｆｏｒexample,considerthisques‐ 

tion:“Whatdoyouthinkistheideallifecourseforwomen?，'Theresponse 

categoriesincludean“absoluteendorsement”（"itisbettertowork 

throughoutone,slife"）and/oranabsoluteopposition（"Ｉｔｉｓｂｅｔｔｅｒｆｏｒ 

ｗｏｍｅｎｎｏｔｔｏｗｏｒｋｏｕｔsideofthehome0，),withthelattergivenlessfre‐ 

quentlythantheformeracrosssurvｅｙｓａｎｄｏｖｅｒｔｉｍｅ・Ｉｎｂｅｔｗｅｅｎｔｈｅｓｅ

ｔｗｏｅｘｔｒｅｍｅｓａｒｅｔｙpicallythefollowingoptions： 

2．Itisbettertoworkuntilmarriageandthenquituponmarriage； 

aItisbettertoworkevenaftermarrｉａｇｅｂｕｔｑｕｉｔａｆｔｅｒｏｎｅｈａｓｃｈｉｌ‐ 

dren； 

4．Ｉｔｉｓｂｅｔｔｅｒｔｏｗｏｒｋｔｈｒｏｕｇｈｏｕｔｂｕｔｓtopduringchild-rearingtime 

tostａｙｈｏｍｅ； 

5．Ｉｔｉｓｂｅｔｔｅｒｎｏｔｔｏｗｏｒｋｕｎｔｉｌａｆｔｅｒmarriageorafterfinishingwith 

child-rearing． 

Theresponsecategoriesareformulatedonthebasisthatwomens 

employmentisdefinedbytheirfamilyresponsibilitiesofhousework（ｉｍ‐ 

plicatedin"marriage"),childbirth,andchildrearing・Further,itshouldbe

notedthatnoparallelquestionsofmen，slifecourseareaskedAllthese 

characteristicsconsidered，whatthisquestiondoesistoproblematize 

women，ｓｌｉｖｅｓ（specifically,employmentdecisionsandfamilyresponsi‐ 

bilities）ａｓａ“socialissue'1ｔｏｂｅａｓｓｅｓｓｅｄｂｙｔｈｅｐｕｂｌｉｃａｎｄｍａｋｅｗo‐ 

menUsemploymentcontingentonfamilyresponsibilities、Conversely,ifa

parallelquestionwerealsoaskｅｄｏｆｍｅｎａｎｄｔｈｅｐｕｂｌｉｃｉｎｖｉｔｅｄｔｏｃｏL 

sidermen，ｓｌｉｖｅｓａｓａｓｏｃｉalissue,ｔｈｅｎａｔｕｒａｌｎｅｓｓｏｆｍｅｎ，semployment 

mightbequestionedratherthanassumed,ａｎｄｔｈｅｂａｌａｎｃｅｏｆｆａｍｉｌｙａｎｄ 

ｗｏｒｋｒｅsponsibilitiescouldthenbeseenaｓｄｅｃｉｓｉｏｎｓｔｏｂｅｍａｄｅｂｙｍｅｎ 

ａｎｄｗｏｍｅｎＡｎｉｓｓｕｅｃａｎｂｅｆｒａｍｅｄｍｍａｎｙｗａｙｓ,ａｎｄｉｔｈａｓｂｅｅｎａｒ‐ 

ｇｕｅｄｃｏｎｖｉｎｃｉｎｇｌｙ,corroboratedalsobytheexampleabove,ｔｈａｔｔｈｅｐａｒ‐ 

ticularframethatisusedoftenreflectstheinterestsofthepowerful,or 

thedominantdiscourse（seeSmithl999)． 
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ConstructingtheFamilythroughOpinionPolls 2９ 

T11De`qnvzmi",”ｏｆＰｏ〃RCS"〃ｓ

Notonlycanquestionsbeframed,ｔｈｅ“results”ｃａｎａｌｓｏｂｅ“framed', 

inparticularwayswhentheyarereportedinpublic-ontelevision，in 

newspapersandmagazines,orinacademicpublications、Thepollsare

frequentlyextrapolaｔｅｄｔｏ“fit，'astorythathasalreadybeenwritten．Ｆｏｒ 

example,ＰａｇｅａndShapiro（1992）showintheUnitedStatesthatwhether 

`Ithepublic''reallysupportorareopposedto“welfareprograms”depends 

onwhetherthestigmatizedｔｅｒｍ“welfare,'isusedinthequestion・Ｔｈｅ

ｓａｍｅｒｅｓｐｏｎｄｅｎｔｓａｒｅｆｏｕｎｄｔｏｂｅmorelikelytoexpresssupportfor 

"programstohelpthepoor”ｔｈａｎｆｏｒ“welfareprograms,'，whichareof 

courseessentiallytheｓａｍｅｔｈｉｎｇ・Theapparentcontradictionthatre・

spondentsarebothforandagainstwelfareprogramsisalmostneverre 

portedordiscussed、Rather，ｉｔｉｓｔｈｅｆｉｎｄｉｎｇｏｆｔｈｅ“unpopularity，，ｏｆ

"welfare”（ratherthanpublicsupportfor"programsforthepoor"）thatis 

citedtimeandagaininstoriesaboutcuttingwelfareprograms,especially 

bypoliticiansintheirendeavortocut（orintheirlanguage,"ｔｏreform',） 

welfareprogramslndeed，ideasinsupportofthepublicdiscourse-

ideasthatdonotchallengethestatusquo-aregenerallyover-repre 

sentedinthemassmedia，whereasdissentingideasareunderreported 
(Lewis2001)． 

Ｂｙｔｈｅｔｉｍｅｔｈｅｐｏｌｌｓｇｅｔｒｅｐｏｒｔｅｄｏｎtelevisionorinthenewspapers， 

thefindingsarepresentedas“socialfacts…［which］areconstitutedal‐ 

readyinamodethatseparatesthemfromtheactualitiesandsubjective 

presencesofindividuals…asadministrativeproducts…，,（Smithl990:54)． 

Ambiguitiesintheconstructionofthequestionsandresponsesarere‐ 

moved,ｔｈｅｐｒｏｃｅｓｓｅｓｌｅａｄｉｎｇｕｐｔｏｔｈｅ“ｆｉｎｄｉｎｇｓ,'ａｒｅｍａｄｅｉｎｖｉｓｉｂｌｅ,ａｎｄ 

the“findings,,ｂｅｃｏｍｅsolid“facts.,，Indeed,opinionpollsareatextofthe 

relationsofrulingthatbringa“virtualreality'，ｉｎｔｏｔｈｅｐｒｅｓｅｎｃｅｏｆｔｈｅ 

ｒeaderortheviewer（Smithl990)． 

Ｉｎｓｕｍｏ“reality,,isconstructedfromopinionpollsintwoprocessesof 

framing:first,theframingofthequestionsandresponsecategories,ａｎｄ 
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3０ 

second,theframingofthereportofthefindingsWhilethetwoprocesses 

areintimatelyconnectedwitheachotherandbothareimportantinhelp 

ingusunderstandhowrealityisconstructedthroughpolls，onemay 

arguethatthefirstprocessｉｎｓｏｍｅｗａｙｌｉｍｉｔｓｔｈｅｅｘｔｅｎｔｔｏｗｈｉｃｈｔｈｅ 

ｌａｔｔｅｒｃａｎｂｅｆｒａｍｅｄｌnotherwords,thequestionsandtheresponsecate‐ 

goriesthemselvessetparametersthatlimitorconstrainhowthefindiｎｇｓ 

ｃａｎｂｅｆｒａｍｅｄａｎｄｒｅｐｏｒｔｅｄｔｏｔｈｅpublic，AsDorothySmithputsit,“the 

waymwhichquestionsareframed…ｍaybeapowerfulorganizerofthe 

versionoftheworldthatisbuiltfromtheresponses.，，（Smithl990:７５)． 

Thepollsarethereforeapre-scriptedtextthatconstitutesaparticular 

realitybyselectingtheissuespolled,theaspectspolled,andtheresponse 

categoriesavailableltisthispre-scriptedtext-thepollquestionsand 

responsecategories-thatisthefocusofthepresentanalysis． 

Dataandmethodology 

SourcesofDatａｏｎＪａｐａｎａｎｄｔｈｅＵＳＡ 

ＤａｔａｏｎＪａｐａｎａｒetakenfromthemostrecent（2002ａｎｄ2001）issues 

ofTheCzmne"ｔＳｍｔｇけＰｚＪＭｃＯＰｍｊｏ椰助ＪＪｓｊ〃ｔﾉucjVZJtio〃（Zenkoku

yoronchousanogenkyou）publishedbythePrimeMinister，sOffice， 

whichincludedmajoropinionpollsｏｎｒａｎｄｏｍｓａｍｐｌｅｓｏｆａｔｌｅａｓｔ５００ 

ｒｅｓpondentswitharesponserateofatleast７０％conductedbetweenApril 

2000andMarch2002bynationalandlocalgovernmentagencies,universi‐ 

tiesandacademicresearchinstitutes，marketingresearchcompanies， 

newspapercompanies,insurancecompaniesandsoon、Thequestionsare

typicalfixed-responsepollquestionswhichoccasionallyincludean 

"Other''responseoption・

ＤａｔａｏｎｔｈｅＵｎｉｔｅｄＳｔａｔｅｓａｒｅｔａｋｅｎｆromanon-linedatabasecalled 

"ＰＣllingtheNation.,]Ｉｔｉｓ``acompilationofmorethanl4,OOOsurveyscon‐ 

ductedbymorethan700pollingorga､izationsintheUnitedStatesand 

morethan80othercountriesfroml986tothepresentEachofthenearly 

350,O00recordsreportsaquestionaskedandtheresponsesgiven.”（http： 
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ConstructingtheFamilythroughOpinionPolls ３１ 

//polLorspuub､com/poll）Thesamplesizesandresponseratesofthese 

surveysarecomparabletotheJapanesesurveysnotedaboveForthis 

analysis,IlookedatsurveysconductedbetweenJanuary2001andDecem‐ 

ber2002 

Forbothdatasources,Iusedsurveyquestionsastheunitofanalysis 

andselectedrelevantquestionsbasedonkeywordsrelatedto“thefami‐ 

ly”foranalysis・ＦｏｒｔｈｅＵＳ・surveys,keywordsincluded“family,”“fami‐

lyvalues,，,“parento，！“father,，，`omother,”“youth',ａｎｄ‘0children"・Forthe

Japanesesurveys,thebroadheadingof"familylife，,（kateiseikatsu）ｉｎ‐ 

cludesalmostalltherelevantcategloriesforthisanalysis,ｓｕｃｈａｓ“family 

life,，anditssubcategorieslike“marriage/divorceo,,“husband-wife（male‐ 

female）divisionofroles,”“theparticipationofmeninhouseworkand 

childrearing,，,andsimilarheadings、Inaddition,Ialsocheckedrelevant

questionsgroupedunder"youth"ａｎｄ"family/school/community.” 

IntotaLIidentifiedandanalyzed310questionsfromtheU・Ssurveys

and326questions2fromtheJapanesesurveys、Icodedeachquestionfor

its“theｍｅ”ｏｒ"focus!'andarrivedatthesecategories:“familyrelations／ 

familylifeJ`parenting/parent-childrelationship,”“workandfamily,” 

"(gender）ｒｏｌｅａｎｄｐｏｗｅｒ,""divisionoflaborinthefamily,"ａｎｄ"compo‐ 

sitionofthefamily.” 

IntheUnitedStates,morequestionsareaskedaboutparentingand 

parent-childrelationshipandsecondarily，aboutbalancingfamilyand 

work・Atypicalquestiononparentingandparent/childrelationshipasks

howmuchparentsandchildrentalkaboutvariousissues,asinthefollow‐ 

ingexample： 

“Ｈｏｗｏｆｔｅｎｈａｖｅｙｏｕｔａｌｋｅｄｗｉｔｈｙｏｕｒｍｏｔｈｅｒｏｒｆａｔｈｅｒａｂｏｕｔｗｈａｔ 

ｋｉｎｄｓｏｆｂirthcontrolsareavailableandwheｒｅｔｏｇｅｔｉｔ？Ｈａｖｅｙｏｕ 

ｔａｌｋｅｄａｂｏｕｔｉｔａｃｏｕｐｌｅｏｆｔｉｍｅｓｏｒｉｓｉｔｓｏｍｅｔｈｉｎｇｙｏｕｔａｌｋａｂｏｕt 

regularly?,'（Ａ-193,KaiserFamilyFoundationpMarch8,2001).３ 

Ｔｈｅｆｏｌｌｏｗｉｎｇｉｓｏｎｅｖｅｒｓｉｏｎｏｆａｆｒｅquentlyaskedquestionabout 

familyandworkresponsibilitieswithafoｃｕｓｏｎｔｈｅｔｉｍｅａｖａｉｌａｂｌｅｆｏｒｔｈｅ 
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family： 

“Overall,ｄｏｙｏｕｆｅｅｌｙｏｕｓｐｅｎｄｔｏｏｍｕｃｈｔｉｍｅ,toolittletime,or 

justenoughtimewithyourchild?,'Theresponsecategoriesinclude 

“toomuchtime,""toolittletime,"ａｎｄ"justenoughtime.',(Ａ-239,Metro‐ 

politanLifelnsuranceCompany,2000)． 

Similarly,ｉｎJapan,questionsonparenting/parent-childrelationship 

androledivisionbetweenmenandwomen/husbandandwifearealmost 

equaUynumerous、Examplesfrombothgroupsofquestiｏｎｓａｒｅｇｉｖｅｎ

ｂｅｌｏｗ： 

“Ｄｏｙｏｕｄｏｔｈｉｓｗｉｔｈｙｏｕｒｐａｒｅｎｔｓ:talkaboutschoollife?” 

“Talkwithfatheralot,”“talkwithmotheralot,,'“talkwithparents 

alot,""donottalkwitheithermuch”（J-8qNationalFederationofPar‐ 

ent-TeacherAssociations,October,2001,Ｈ14:377).’ 

"Ｗｈａｔｄｏｙｏｕｔｈｉｎｋａｂｏｕｔｂｏｔｈｈｕｓｂａｎｄandwifehavingcareers?'， 

"(a）Thehusbandshouldmakemoremoneyanｄｗｏｒｋｍｏｒｅ（than 

thewife)； 

（b）Ifproblemsarisethewomanratherthanthemanshouldstop 

workingI 

（c）Ｍｏｓｔｍｅｎｕｓｅｗｏｒｋａｓａｒｅａｓｏｎｎｏｔｔｏｐａrticipateinhouse‐ 

work,childrearing； 

（｡）Thatthemandoesn)tdohouseworkandchildcareisbecause 

thewomandoesn'ｔａｓｋｈｉｍｔｏ.,,（Ａ-215;JijiPress,September， 

2000,Ｈ１３:321)． 

ＴｈｅmeaningofcomparingJapamandUSA 

Theanalysisofquestionsandresponsecategoriestounderstandhow 

thefamilyisconstructedbenefitsfromacomparisonbetweentwocul‐ 

ｔｕｒｅｓＷｈｉｌｅｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｙｉｓｔｙｐｉｃａｌｌｙseenasacoreinstitutioninAsian 

cultures,thereismuchdiscussiononthedisintegrationofthefamilyin 

theWest,indicateｄｂｙｔｈｅｈｉｇｈｄｉｖｏｒｃｅＴａｔｅ,singlemotherhood,ａｎｄｔｈｅ 
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like・However,atthesametime,"familyvalues'，havebeenmadeamajor

politicalissueinrecentpresidentialcampaignsintheUnitedStatesln 

addition，centraltoaconsiderationofthefamilyisgenderdynamics 

JapanisoftencomparedtotheUnitedStates,andisfrequentlyseenas20 

or30yearsbehindinconsciousnessofandmeasurestocombatgender 

equalitybothinsｉｄｅａｎｄｏｕｔｓｉｄｅｏｆｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｙ・Thisobservation，while

accuratetosomeextent1inadvertentlycreatesafalseimpressionthat 

genderisnolongeranissueintheUnitedStates．“Gender”ｉｓｓｔｉｌｌａｐｏｗ‐ 

erfulorganizingprincipleinｔｈｅUnitedStatesⅢandissuesfamiliartofemi‐ 

nistactivistsinJapanarestillbeingarguedpoliticallyandexplored 

academicallyintheUnitedStates,namelythecompetingresponsibilities 

ofworkandfamily,genderroledivisions,powerrelationsbetweenhus‐ 

bａｎｄａｎｄｗｉｆｅａｎｄｓｏｏｎ（see,forexample,Coltrane2000;Heymann2000； 

ParcelandCornfield2000;Weiss2000)．ComparingUnitedStatesand 

Japanshouldrevealmoreclearlythemechanismsthroughwhichfamily 

andgenderareconstructedandconfigured,aswellasthepossibilitiesand 

limｉｔｓｏｆａｌｔｅｒｉｎｇｔｈｅｒｅａｌｉｔｙｔｈｕｓｃｏｎstituted． 

TheconstructionoftheFamily 

Toprovideabackgroundfortheanalysis,basicinformationonthe 

patternsofbehaviorrelatedtothefamilyintheUnitedStatesandJapan 

ispresentedinTablelbelow・Statisticsshowthatwhiletherearediffer‐

encesbetweenUSAandJapanwithrespecttofamilialpatterns，fre・

quentlythesedifferencesaremorequantitativethanqualitativediffer‐ 
ｅｎｃｅｓ 

ＩｎｂｏｔｈｔｈｅＵｎｉｔｅｄＳｔａｔｅｓａｎｄJapan，ｔｈｅｎｕｃｌｅａｒｆｏｒｍｏｆｆａｍｉｌｙ－ 

ｔｗｏｇｅｎｅrationscomprisingheterosexualparentsandtheirnon-adult 

childreｎ－ｉｓｓｅｅｎａｓｔｈｅ`Ｉｎｏｒｍ.，,However,diversityoffamilyformshas 

alsobeｅｎｂｒｏｕｇｈｔｕｐｉｎｐｕｂｌｉｃｄｉscourse・Ｆｏｒｅｘａｍｐｌｅ,children,sbooks

havebeenwrittenondiversefamilyformsandeducationalvideoｓｐｒｏ‐ 

ducedintheUnitedStates（see,forexamplaChasnoffandCohen2000)． 

Similarly,textbooksapp｢ｏｖｅｄｔｏｂｅｕｓｅｄｉｎ２００３ｂｙｔｈｅＭｉｎｉｓｔｒｙｏｆＥｄｕ‐ 
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TablelStatisticsrelatedtothefaｍｉｌｙｉｎｔｈｅＵＳＡａｎｄＪａｐａｎ.Ｉ 

Ｈ口巳仁

Ｄｉｖｃ 

巾ＩＴｈｅｄａｔａａｒｅｔａｋｅｎｆｒｏｍＫａｍａｎｏ２０００ａｎｄＮＩＰＳＳＲ２００２．

．２numberofabortionsperformedas％ofl5-49femalepopulation/numberofabortion 

incomparisonwithbirthssetaslOO 

cation,Culture,Sports,ScienceandTechnologynowincludedepictionsof 

non､nuclearformsoffamilies（AsahiShimbun2002)． 

Statistics,however,arenotobjectiveindicators.‘Insteadtheycanbe 

framedandmanipulatedtotellparticularstories，Giventhestatisticsof 

employment,familyrelationships,andthecompositionofthefamily,we 

canaskhowthesepollquestionsframeorrespondtothesestatistics、

Basically,ｗｅｃａｎａｓｋｗｈｉｃｈｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｓａｒｅａｓｋｅｄａｎｄｗｈｉｃｈａｒｅｎｏｔａｓｋｅｄ 

Ｗｈｅｎａｓｋｅｄ,doesaquestionallowonetoimaginealternativesordoesit 

ＵＳＡ Japan 

Ａｖｅｒａｇｅｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆ 
ｂｉｒｔｈｓｏｆｗｏｍｅｎａｇ‐ 
edl5-49（2000） 

2.13 

Abortionrate/ａｓper‐ 
centageofbirths 

＊２ 

2.1％/33.8％（1991） 13.9％/35.7％（1991） 
11.7％/28.7％（2000） 

AverageLifeexpec． 
tancy（1995-2000） 

Women:７９．４ 

Men:７３．６ 

Non-marriagerate 
(2000） 

Ｗｏｍｅｎ＆men:８５％ 

Marriagerate 8.3（perlOOO）（1998） 6.4（perlOOO）（2000） 

Ａｇｅｏｆｆｉｒｓｔｍａｒ. 
● 

rlage 

Medianageforwomen:251 

Medianageformen:２６．８ 
Ｍｅａｎａｇｅｆｏｒｗｏｍｅｎ： 
2858（2000） 

Meanageformen:30.81（2000） 

Divorcerate 419（perlOOO）（1998） 2.10（perlOOO）（2000） 

Averagenumberof 
peopleinhousehold 

2.6（1993） (2000〕

Ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔａｇｅｏｆｎｕ． 
clearhouseholds 

75.7％（1994） 60.1％（2000） 

husbandandwifeonly:18.9％ 
husband,Wife,children:３L9％ 

maleparent,children:1.2％ 
femaleparent,children:6.5％ 

Employmentrate 
ofmarriedpopula‐ 
tｉｏｎａｇｅｄｌ５ａｎｄ 
aｂｏｖｅ 

Women:６L2％（1999） Men:81.5％（2000） 
Women:484％（2000） 
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suppressanyimaginationofalternatives？Ａｒｅａｌｌ“imaginable”possibili‐ 

tiesgivenasresponsecategories？Ｄｏｔｈｅｓｅ“possibilities”challengeor 

supportthestatusquo？Whichpossibilitiesareexcludedfromconsidera‐ 

tionandhencebanishedfromimagination（and.`reality")？Whatisbeing 

problematizedandforwhichopinionissought？Allthesequestionsrelate 

basicallytoidentifyingpatternsinthesequestionsandresponsecatego‐ 

riesthatchallengeorsupportthestatusquo． 

`Sｿh０匹【。〃eteacハｔ'ｂａｔα〃ｏｒｍａＪｍｍｉＪＺノｉｓｏ"ｅｔｈａｔｃｏ"ｓｉｓｔｓｏｆｍａ"，

⑪０ｍα",α"‘cﾉiiMre"?”（A-7LRasmussenResearchpMarcｈ24,2000） 

Questionsrelatedtothecompositionofthefamily,familyvalues,and 

familyrelations/familylifearerelevanthere、

TheUnitedStatessurveysincluderelativelyfewofthesequestions， 

ｔｏｔａｌｍｇｏｎｌｙ５１ａｍｏｎｇｏｖｅｒ３００ｑｕｅｓｔionsanalyzedThequestionsabout 

familyvaluesareaboutattitudestowardsmarriedchildrenlivingwith 

parentsandelderlyparentslivingwithchildren,havmgchildrenoutside 

ofmarriage,ａｎｄｗｈｅｔｈｅｒｐｅｏｐｌｅｈａｖｅｔｏｏｍａｎｙｃｈｉldrenwithoutthink‐ 

ing・Grantedthatthenormofnuclearfamilyspecifiesaheterosexually

marriedcouplewiththeirchildren,thesequestionsarethereforeallabout 

deviationsfromthenuclearfamilynorm，Insinglingoutthesedeviations 

andseekingopinionsonlyaboutthem,thesequestionsfurtherproblema‐ 

tizethem、Ｇｉｖｅｎａｎｉｎｔｅｒｅｓｔｉｎｔｈｅｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆｃｈildrenpeopleshouldhave，

msteadofinvitingcondemnationof“peoplewhoarehavingtoomany 

childrenwithoutthinking，,，onecouldaskquestionslikethefollowing 

instead:（Ａ）“Doyouthmkpeoplearehavingtoofew,toomany,orjust 

therightnumberofchildren?”（B）“Whatdoyouthinkaboutpeople,s 

decisiontohavechildren？ａ）ｐｅｏｐｌｅｔｈｉｎｋｔｏｏｍｕｃｈａｎｄｅｎｄｕｐｈａｖｉng 

fewchildren;ｂ）ｐｅｏｐｌｅｄｏｎｏｔｔｈｉｎｋｅｎｏｕｇｈａｎｄｅｎｄｕｐhavingmany 

children;ｃ）regardlessofnumber,peoplegenerallyplanrationanyabout 

havingchildren”Thispairofquestionsisnotperfectsincequestion（B） 

associatesthinkingwithfewchildｒｅｎａｎｄｌａｃｋｏｆｔｈｍｋｉｎｇｗｉｔｈｔｏｏｍａｎｙ 

children・Still,byfirstaskingaquestionabouttheｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆｃｈｉｌｄｒｅｎ
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andbytheinclusionofoptionc）andresponsechoicesofboth`Itoofew0， 

ａｎｄ“toomany,，children,ｔｈｅｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｄｏｅｓｎｏｔｓｔｅｅｒｏｎｅｔｏｔｈink（and 

perhapscondemn)thosewhohave"toomany'1children・Byfocusingonly

onthe“deviation,'1aquestioncanhavetheeffectofproblematizingthe 

deviation,definingnarrowlywhata“normalI，ｆａｍｉｌｙis,andconsequently 
supportingthestatusquo 

Giventheforegoingargument，whathappensthenifaquestionis 

askedaboutthe“norm，，directly？Ｉｎａｗａｙ,theeffectofaquestionlike 

"Shouldweteachthatanormalfamilyconsistsofman1woman,ａｎｄchil 

dren?，,isunpredictableBygettingattheheartofthenuclearfamily,this 

questiontakestheunsaidassuｍｐｔｉｏｎｏｆｎｏｒｍａｌｉｔｙａｎｄｍａｋｅｓｉｔａｎｉssue 

tobediscussed,ａｎｄｉｎｄｏｉｎｇｓｏ,carriesthepossibilityofunderminingits 

normality、Ｏｎｔｈｅｏｔｈｅｒｈａｎｄ,however,giventhestronginstitutionaliza‐

ｔｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅｎｕｃｌｅａｒｆａｍｉｌｙｉｎｔｈｅsociety，thisquestioncouldhavethe 

effectofprivilegingthenuclearfamilybyinvitingananswer:“sure,of 

course・”Basically,ｂｙｓｅｌｅｃｔｍｇｏｎｌｙｏｎｅｅｌｅｍｅｎｔａｎｄａｓｋｉｎｇｒespondents

theiropinionsaboutit,aquestiononthestatusquocouldinviteapositive 

responseandaquestiononthedeviationfromthestatusquocouldinvite 

anegativeresponseToavoidconstructingarealitythatconsolidatesthe 

statusquoａｎｄｔｏａｌｌｏｗｍｏｒｅｉｍａｇｉｎａｔｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅalternatives，onecan 

easilyaskadifferentquestionlikethis：‘Whatshouldweteachabout 

"family'，ｔｏchildren"？Andintheresponsecategories，onecanlistall 

logicallypossiblefamilyforms,includingthenuclearform・

IntheJapanesesurveys1questionsaskeddefinetheparametersof 

nuclearfamiliesmorestrictlythanthoseｉｎｔｈｅＵ.Ｓ,Ａ､,problematizinga 

rangeofdeviationsfromthenuclearform,includingdivorce,marriage 

withoutchildren，non-marriage，late-marriage,ａｎｄｓｏｏｎ、Ｆｏｒexample，

considerthefollowingquestion： 

‘Whatisyourviewaboutmarriage:(a)oneshouldmarryonceone 

reachesacertainagei（b）oneshouldmarry,inthmkingaboutthefu‐ 

ture;（c）oneshouldmarrybecauseofsocialcustoms;（d）itisallright 

nottomarry;it'sindividualfreedom;（e）itisallrightnottomarryif 

Hosei University Repository



3７ ConstructingtheFamilythroughOpinionPolls 

thereareotherthingsonedevotesoneselfto,,（J-31;AkitaPrefectureⅢ 

July200LH14:121） 

Further,suchquestionsarealsomorenumerousthanintheAmerican 

surveys・Ｆｏｒexample,thereare24questionsonwhetheroneshouldget

marriedorhavechildreｎｉｆｏｎｅｉｓｍａｒｒｉｅｄ・Thefollowingisatypical

question． 

“Whatdoyouthinkaboutmarriage（ｆｏｒｍｅｎａｎｄｆｏｒｗｏｍｅｎ， 

separately)？ 

（a）OneshouldgetmarriedI 

（b）ItIsbettertogetmarriedi 

（c）Itisallrightnottogetmarried； 

（d）Itisbetternottogetmarried” 

Giventhesameinterest，questionscanbeframeddifferentlyFor 

examplequestionsaboutchildrenandmarriageareaskedbothinｔｈｅ 

ＵｎｉｔｅｄＳｔａｔｅｓａｎｄｉｎＪａｐａｎｌｎｔｈｅUnitedStates’thefollowingquestions 

areasked： 

“Arechildrenthemostimportantthinginamarriage?'，（A-223, 

DDBNeedhamWorldwide'2000)； 

“Toomanypeoplehavechildrenwithoutthinkingenough?”（A－ 

3031PublicAgenda2000)； 

‘Whenmakingimportantdecisions，considerationofthechildren 

shouldcomefirst?”（A-224DDBNeedhamWorldwide,2000)； 

“Havingachildhasbroughtyouandyourspousecloser?”（A-130, 

PublicAgendaFoundation,2002)； 

“Havingachildbroughttensionandstressinrelationshipbetween 

youandyourspouse?”（A-13LPublicAgendaFoundation,2002） 

InJapan,thefollowingquestionscanbeconsidered： 

‘OWhatdoyouthinkaboutfamily:ｏｎｅｃａｎｌｉｖｅａｆｕｌｌｌｉｆｅｉｆｏｎｅｈａｓ 

children?”（Ｊ－４Ｅ,ＰｒｉｍｅMinister,sOffice,Ｍａｙ２００ＬＨｌ４:14） 
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“Whatdoyouthinkaboutmarriage,etc.：priorityshouldbeonthe 

children,evenifthatmeanssacrificeonthepartofhusbandandwife?,， 

(J-8HPrimeMinister，sOffice,May20011Hl4:１４） 

“Ｗｈａｔｄｏｙｏｕｔｈｉｎｋａｂｏｕｔｎｏｔｈａｖｉｎｇｃｈildrenevenifmarried?” 

(Ｊ－４Ｆ,ＰｒｉｍｅMinister，sOffice,Ｍａｙ２００ＬＨｌ４:１４） 

‘，oyouthinkoneshouldhavechildrenifmarried?，，（J-154,Ehime 

PrefecturaNovemberⅢ2000,Ｈｌ３:100） 

“Whatdoyouthinkaboutthis:evenifmarried,itisnotnecessary 

tohavechildren?”（J-l780KotoWard,Ｊｕｎｅ2000,Hl3:153） 

SomesimilarquestionsareaskedinboththeUnitedStatesandin 

Japan,butoverall,thequestionsinJapanseemtofocusmoreonprescrip‐ 

ｔｉｏｎｗｈｅｎｉｔｃｏｍｅｓｔｏｈａｖｍｇｃｈｉｌｄｒｅｎ、Eventhoughthechoicesinclude

botｈｙｅｓａｎｄｎｏａｎｄｔｈｅｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｓａｓｋａｂｏｕｔｂｏｔｈ“having，'ａｎｄ`onothav‐ 

ingchildren'１，ｔｈｅｆｏｃｕｓｏｎ``should”ｏｒ“notnecessary,'andthepracticeof 

askingaboutchildrenonlyinthecontextofmarriagereinforcethecon‐ 

ventionallife-courseasamatterofcourselncontrast,ｔｈｅｗａｙｔｈｅｑｕｅｓ‐ 

tionsareframedmtheUnitedStatesmvitetherespondentstothink 

aboutthemeaningofhavingchildrenandchildren'swelfare,ａｎｄthere‐ 

foreallowsroomforconsideringhavingchildrenasadecisionandrespoL 

sibilityratherthanasjustanormtofollow． 

GenderingtheFamily 

Ｐｕｔｖｅｒｙｓｉｍｐｌｙ,ｔｈｅｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｓｉｎｔｈｅＵｎｔｉｅｄＳｔａｔｅｓｓurveysconstruct 

afamilymadeupof"parentsandchildren，'whileintheJapanesesurveys， 

afamilyiscomposedof"mother,father,Son(s）anddaughter(s)'1． 

Pnre"ｔｓａ"‘chiZdj9em)Ｓｍ､鋤e函、the舵８，dmEglDねＪｗＵ"ｄｓｏＪＤｓ

Questionsonfamilyrelations/familylifeaskaboutrelationships 

amongfather,mother,children,andotherfamilymembers，Thesexof 

childrenorrelativesisnotemphasizedSomeexamplesaregivenbelow． 
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“Areyousatisfiedwithfamilyrelations?,,（Ａ-28,VirginiaPoly‐ 

techniclnstituteandStateUniversityJune2002） 

“Doyouhaveagoodrelationshipwithyourmother?，,（Ａ-43,ＣＯ‐ 

lumbiaUniversityCenterforStudyofAlcoholandSubstanceAbuse， 

February2001） 

“Doyouhaveagoodrelationshipwithyourfather?''（A-42,Colum‐ 

biaUniversityCenterforStudyofAlcoholandSubstanceAbuseFeb-

ruary2001） 

‘O1slivingclosetofamilyandrelativesatoppriority?,,（Ａ-53,Barna 

ResearchCenter,April26,2000） 

Similarly,inthe67questionsonparent-childrelationship,ｔｈｅ“sex”of 

childrenisnotdifferentiated,ａｎｄwhilequestionsaresometimesaskedof 

motherandfatherseparately，thequestionsarefullyparalleltoeach 

other． 

“Doyoutalkwithyourmotherorfatheraboutbullying/teasingin 

school?'，（A-l73,KaiserFamilyFoundation,Marcｈ8,2001） 

“Howoftendoyoukeepthingsfromyourparents?”（Ａ-220,Kaiser 

FamilyFoundationMarch8,2001） 

Thesequestionsconstructtherealityofthefamilyasbeingcomposed 

oftherolesofparentsandchildrenoｒａｔｈｅｒｔｈａｎｏｆｍａｌｅａｎｄｆｅｍａｌｅｐａｒ‐ 

entsandmaleandfemalechildrenAsimilarpatternisseeninthe82 

questionsonparenting，Thesequestionscoverwhatrespondentscon・

sidertobeimportantforachildtolearnwhetherparentsenjoypartici‐ 

patinginchildren0sactivities,andwhetherachildlearnssomethingbetter 

withastay-at-homeparent． 

“Ｉｓｉｔｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｆｏｒｔｈｅｃｈｉｌｄｔｏlearn:ｔｏｂｅｗｅｌｌｌｉｋｅｄｏｒｐｏｐｕｌａｒ?” 

（Ａ-157,GeneralSocialSurvey,Ｍａｙ2001） 

“Iｓｉｔｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｆｏｒｔｈｅｃｈｉｌｄｔｏｌｅａｍ:ｔｏｔｈｉｎｋｆｏｒｈｉｍ/herself?” 

（A-15aGeneralSocialSurvey,Ｍａｙ2001） 

“Ｉｓｉｔｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｆｏｒｔｈｅｃｈｉｌｄｔｏｌｅａｍ：ｔｏｗｏｒｋｈａｒｄ?',（Ａ-159, 
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GeneralSocialSurvey1May2001） 

“Isitimportantforthechildtoleam:tohelpotherswhentheyneed 

help?,'（A-l6qGeneralSocialSurvey,Ｍａｙ2001） 

Thegenderofneitherparentnorchildisemphasizedexceptfortwo 

questionsaskingwhetherrespondentthiｎｋｓａｂｏｙｏｒａｇｉｒｌｉｓｅａｓｉｅｒｔｏ 

ｒａｉｓｅ（Ａ-227,GallupPolLDecember26,2000）andwhethergenderdiffer‐ 

enceisbiologicalorsocial（A-28qNewsweek,August15,2000)． 

Inthequestionsaboutinfluenceofparentsonchildren，ｔｈｅｎon‐ 

genderednessoffamiliarrolesisreiteratedmthequestionsonwhetheｒ 

ｔｈｅｃｈｉｌｄｉｓｍｏｒｅｌｉｋｅｔｈｅｆａｔｈｅｒｏｒthemotherbyaskingthequestionto 

childrenofbothsexes（Ａ-73,Ａ-79,ShellOilCompany,January2000)． 

Thisrecognizesthefatherandthemotherasindividualsnotdefinedonｌｙ 
ｂｙｔｈｅｉｒｓｅｘ、

Whatemergesfromallthesequestionsdiscussedaboveistheimpor‐ 

ｔａｎｃｅｏｆｔｈｅｔｗｏｒｏｌｅｓｏｆｐａｒｅｎｔｓａｎｄchildren1ratherthanthegender 

beingsuperimposedonthesetworoles 

lncontrast,thequestionsintheJapanesesurveysconstructaworld 

inwhichgenderisacleardivideinthefamily．Ｉnquestionsaboutfamily 

relations，relativesaredividedbygenderandquestionsaskedaccord 

ingly:"Doyouhavemorecontactwithmen(brothers)ｏｒｗｏｍｅｎ(sisters） 

inyourfamily?”（J-63,CulturalResearchCenter,JapanBroadcastingAs‐ 

sociation,November,2001,Ｈ14:343)． 

Questionsprobinglevelofcommunicationandcommunicationbe‐ 

tweenparentsinchildrearingarenotgendered，ｂｕｔｓｏｍｅｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｓａｒｅ 

ａｓｋｅｄｏｎｌｙｏｆmothers,suchasquestionsonfeelingsaboutchildrearing： 

"Areyouenjoyingraisingyourchild?""Arevouworriedaboutyourown 

childrearmg?，,（A-l21,TokyoEducationCommittee,December2000,Ｈｌ３： 

60;Ａ-92,NationalFederationofPTA,October,2000,Ｈ14:377)．Theques‐ 

tionsonparentalexpectationsarealsogendered,suchasthefollowing： 

“Ｗｈａｔｄｏｙｏｕｃｏｎｓｉｄｅｒｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｉｎｄｉｓｃｉｐｌｉｎｉｎｇｙｏｕｒｃｈｉｌｄ？Ａｎ． 

swerseparatelyforboysandgirls：Senseofindependencasenseof 
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responsibility,ｔｏｂｅｓｔｒｏｎｇ,ｔｏｂｅｋｉｎｄ,ｔｏｂｅｈｏｎｅｓｔ,tohavepersever‐ 

ancetobewell-mannered,tobeabletocooko，（Ａ-29,AkitaPrefecture， 

July200qH14:121)． 

Thegenderingofrolesisalsoachievedthroughquestionsontheso‐ 

cializationofchildren・Someofthequestionsdirectly“gender'，thechil‐

dren,ａｓｉｎ“Ｗｈａｔｄｏｙｏｕｔｈｉｎｋａｂｏｕｔｒａｉｓｉｎｇａｇｉｒｌｌｉｋｅａｇｉｒｌａｎｄａｂｏｙ 

ｌｉｋｅａｂｏｙ”ａｎｄ“Whatisyourviewaboutpinkclothesforgirlsandblue 

forboys?”（Ａ－３７ＦａｎｄＡ－３９Ａ,TaitoWard,February2002,Hl4:144)． 

Otherquestions“gender'，childrenthroughrequestingrespondentstoan‐ 

swerthequestionsseparatelyforboysandforgirls・Thefollowingisa

typicalquestion． 

“Ｗｈａｔｌｅｖｅｌｏｆｅｄｕｃａｔｉｏｎｄｏｙｏｕｗａｎｔｙoｕｒｂｏｙａｎｄｙｏｕｒｇｉｒｌｔｏ 

ａｃｈｉｅｖｅ（answerseparately)?'， 

“Juniorhigh,highschooLvocationalschool,juniorcollege/techni‐ 

calcollege,university/graduateschool,,（Ａ-145,TokushimaPrefecture， 

September200qHl3:９６） 

Ｉｎｔｅｒｍｓｏｆｃｈｉｌｄｒｅｎａｎｄｐａｒｅｎｔａｌｒｏles,whilethereareoverlapping 

questionsinthesurveysintheUnitedStatesandJapan,thedifferencesin 

thequestionsarealsoobviousGenerally,theformerconstructsaviewof 

thefamilyinwhichtherearegenerationaldifferencesinroles,ａｓｉｎｐａｒ‐ 

eｎｔｓａｎｄｃhildren,whilethelatteremphasizesgenderdifferencesontopof 

generationaldifferences,asinmothers,fathers,Sons,anddaughters． 

Ge"derroJediuisio〃betmee〃〃皿sbα"ｄｍｍｌｍｉ允

Discussionsofgenderroledivisioｎｔｙｐｉｃａｌｌｙｒｅｖｏｌｖｅａｒｏｕｎｄｔｈｅｄｉｖｉ‐ 

sionbetweenmenandwomenwithrespecttofamilyandworkresponsi‐ 

bilities・

IntheUnitedStatessurveysⅢahandfulofquestionsaddresstherela‐ 

tivepowerofhusbandandwife（whetherhusbandshouldbetheboss)， 

ｗｈｅｔｈｅｒｔｈｅｍａｎｂｅｌｏｎｇｓｔｏ“theoutside”ａｎｄｗｏｍａｎ‘Utheinside，,， 
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whethermothersshouldberesponsibleforchildren0sreligiouseducation， 

andwhetherfathersareascapableoftakingcareofyoungchildrenas 

mothersare・Ａｌlthesequestionsunderscoresthesignificanceofgenderin

thefamily、Inthelastexample,thewaythequestionisphrasedsuggests

thatitisafactthatmothersaregoodattakingcareofyoungchildrenIn 

otherwords,theassociationofmotherswithchildcare-thebehavioral 

cumideologicalnorminmodernsociety-isrepeatedhereHowever,all 

thisnotwithstanding,thesequestionsarefewinnumber,andmoreimpor‐ 

tantly,thereareotherquestionsthatunderminethebehavioralandideo‐ 

logicalnormsinsociety、Thereisaquestion,ｆｏｒexample,aboutwhether

respondentsknowany“stay-at-homedads'１．Inaddition，therearetwo 

parallelquestionsonwhethermostfathersandmotherswouldwantto 

stayhome:“Ifpossible,wouldmosｔｄａｄｓｐｒｅｆｅｒｔｏｗｏｒｋｏｒｓｔａｙｈｏｍｅ?” 

(Ａ-89,ProprietaryAssociation，Ｊｕｎｅ2000）ａｎｄ“Iffreawouldmost 

mothersprefertoworkfull-timeorstayhome?"（Ａ-300,ProprietaryAsso‐ 

ciationJune2000)． 

Beyondthesefewquestionsthemajorityofquestionsareabsolutely 

non-gendered-referenceismadenotｔｏｍｏｔｈｅｒｏｒｆａｔｈｅｒｂｕｔｔｏａｐａｒｅｎｔ 

ｏｒparents，Highlightedisaconcernwithtime:ｔｈｅａｍｏｕｎｔｏｆｔｉｍｅｏｎｅ 

ｈａｓｆｏｒｏｎｅ'ｓfamily．Ｍostofthequestionsareaboutwhetheｒｏｎｅｈａｓ 

ｅｎｏｕｇｈｔｉｍｅｆｏｒｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｙ，Eventhoughthereisaquestionabouｔｔｈｅ 

ａｍｏｕｎｔｏｆｔｉｍｅｓｐｅｎｔｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｆａmilythatincludestheoptionof“ｔｏｏ 

ｍｕｃｈｔｉｍｅｓｐｅｎｔｉｎｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｙ,'，whichunderscorestheimportanceｏｆ 

"balance,Ⅲbetweenworkandfamily,theideathatnotenoughtimeisspenｔ 

ｉｎｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｙｓｅｅｍｓｔｏｂｅｅｍｐｈａｓｉｚｅｄＴｈｅｆｏｌｌｏｗｉｎｇquestionsshowthis 

emphasismostclearly． 

“Doyouagreeordisagreethatparentschoosingcareersandfinan‐ 

cialgoalsoverstayinghome[have]madeamistake?”（A-301,Proprie‐ 

taryAssociationJune2000） 

“Thinkaboutasituationwherehavmgｏｎｅｐａｒｅｎｔｓｔａｙａｔｈｏｍｅ 

ｗｏｕｌｄｍｅａｎｔａｋｉｎｇａｓｕｂｓｔａｎｔｉａｌｃｕｔｉｎｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｙ，ｓｓｔａｎｄａｒｄｏｆｌｉｖｉｎｇ 

Ｆｏｒｔｈｉｓｆａｍｉｌｙ,ｄｏｙｏｕｔｈｉｎｋｉｔｗｏｕｌｄｂｅｂｅｔｔｅｒｔｏｈａｖｅｏｎｅｐａｒｅｎｔｓｔａｙ 
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ａｔｈｏｍｅａｎｄａｃｃｅｐｔｔｈｅｃｕｔｍｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｙ,sstandardofliving,ｏｒｔｏｐｕｔ 

ｔｈｅｉｒｃｈｉｌｄｉｎａｑｕａｌｉｔｙｄａｙcaresituationsobothparentscanwork?” 

(Ａ-46,ProprietaryAssociation,Ｊｕｎｅ15,2000） 

“Pre-schoolchildren[are]likelytohaveproblemlaterifbothpar‐ 

entswork?，，（Ａ-134,ＲｉｃｅUniversity,Spring2002） 

“…ｉｆａｆａｍｉｌｙｃａｎａｆｆｏｒｄｉｔ,ｉｔ'salmostalwaysbestforthechildreｎ 

ｉｆｏｎｅｐａｒｅｎｔｓｔａｙｓａｔｈｏｍｅｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｍｆｕｌｌｔｉｍｅ、Ｄｏｙｏｕａｇｒｅｅｏｒｄｉｓ‐

agree？Isthatstronglyorsomewhat?，，（A-481ProprietaryAssociation1 
Junel5,2000） 

“…pleasetellmewhetherthefirststatementorthesecondstate‐ 

ｍｅｎｔｃｏｍｅｓｃｌｏｓｅｒｔｏｙｏｕｒｏｗｎｖｉｅｗｓ,evenifneitherisexactlyright、

Familiesneedtwopaychecksjusttomakeendsmeet;familiescanwork 

lessanddowithoutextramaterialthings,ｔｏｈａｖｅmoretimetogether?” 
(A-2DallasChamber,April4,2002） 

Allthesequestionsshowaprivilegｉｎｇｏｆｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｙｏｖｅｒｗｏｒｋ;ｔｈｅ 

weightofopinionsrepresentedforrespondentstoreacttoistiltedto‐ 

ｗａｒｄｓｍｏｒｅｔｉｍｅｆｏｒｆａｍｉｌｙ・Itisdual-careerfamiliesorspendｉｎｇｍｏｒｅ

ｔｉｍｅｆｏｒｗｏｒｋｔｈａｎｆｏｒｔｈｅｆａmilythatneedstobeexplained、Ａｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅ

ｔｉｍｅ,however,juxtaposingqualitytimewithfamilyandmaterialwell‐ 

being/financialsituation,ｉｎgeneral,theimageconveyedthroughthese 

questionsisthattwoindividuals-notwomenalone-arestrategizing 
andbalancinghomeandworkresponsibilitiesFurther,thesearecon‐ 

structedasindividualdecisionsratherthansocia］prescriptions．Ｔｈｅａｌ‐ 

mostaggressiveavoidanceofassociatingwomenwiththefamily,despite 

thebehavioraldominanceofstay-at-homemothersinsteadoffathers， 

shouldalsobenotedConsiderthefollowingquestionsforthispoint． 

“Consideringtheneedsofbothparentｓａｎｄｃｈildren,ｗｈｉｃｈｏｆｔｈｅ 

ｆｏｌｌｏｗｉｎｇｄｏｙｏｕｓｅｅａｓｔheidealsituationforafamilyintoday'ＳＳＯ‐ 

ｃｉｅｔｙ－ｂｏｔｈｐａｒｅｎｔｓｗｏｒｋｆｕｌｌｔｉｍｅｏutsidethehome;oneparentworks 

fulltimeoutsidetｈｅｈｏｍｅ,theotherworksparttime;oneparentworks 

fulltimeoutsidetｈｅｈｏｍｅ,ｔｈｅｏｔｈｅｒｗｏｒｋｓａｔｈｏｍｅ;ｏｒｏｎｅｐａｒｅｎｔｓｔａｙｓ 
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athomesolelytoraisethechildren?”（Ａ-35,GallupPoll,Ｍａｙ4,2001） 

“Whichparentdoyouthinkshouldstaｙｈｏｍｅｓｏｌｅｌｙｔｏｒａｉｓｅｔｈｅ 

ｃｈｉｌｄｒｅｎ－thehusband,thewife,ｏｒｉｔｄｏｅｓｎ'tmakeanydifference?,， 

(Ａ-36,GallupPoll,Ｍａｙ42001） 

“Whichparentdoyouthinkshouldworkfulltimeoutsidethehome 

-thehusband,thewife,oritdoesn'tｍａｋｅａnydifference?"（Ａ-37,Gal‐ 

ｌｕｐＰｏｌＬＭａｙ４,2001） 

IncontrasttotheAmericansurveys,questionsonthedivisionofroles 

inthefamilyintheJapanesesurveysconstructtheserolesasbeingdi‐ 

videdonthebasisofgender,asopposedtofinancialandtimeconcerns、

First，variousversionsofessentiallythesamequestionaboutthebasic 

gendeｒｒｏｌｅｄｉｖｉｓｉｏｎｏｆｗｏｒｋｆｏｒｍｅｎａｎｄｆａｍｉｌｙｆｏｒwomenareasked 

manytimesindifferentsurveys： 

“ＷｈａｔｄｏｙｏｕｔｈｉｎｋａｂｏｕｔｔｈｅｆｏｌｌｏｗｉｎgImenshouldworkoutside 

andwomentotakecareofthefamily?'，（J-177BKotoWard,June2000, 

Ｈ１ａｌ５３） 

Questionsaboutmen'sparticipationinhouseworkandwomen'ｓpar‐ 

ticipationinworkproblematizecrossingtheboundaryseparatinggender 

roles、Similartothequestionaboutmenosparticipationinchildrearingin

theUSsurveynotedabove,thesequestionsaboutmen，sparticipation-

forexample,ｔｈａｔ`Imostchildrearingtaskscanbedonｅｂｙｍｅｎ'１ｏｒｔｈａｔ 

`ｏＤｏｙｏｕｔｈｉｎｋｉｔｉｓｂａｄｆｏｒｍｅｎｔｏｈａｎｇlaundry?Ⅱ'一ａｒｅｂｕｉｌｔｏｎｔｈｅｕｎ‐

saidassumptionthatthesetasksarｅｗｏｍｅｎ,sjobbasically， 

Thefewquestionsonthereasonsformen,ｓｌｏｗｐａｒｔｉｃｉｐａｔｉｏｎａｎｄ 

ｗｈａｔｔｏｄｏｔｏencouragementodomorehouseworkdonotallowthe 

imaginationofrolerｅｖｅｒｓａｌ－ｆｏｒａｍａｎｔｏｂｅｔｈｅｐｒｉｍａｒｙｃare-takeror 

tobethemainpersondoinghouseworkForexample,ｉｎａｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎａｂｏｕｔ 

ｈｏｗｔｏｇｅｔｗｏｍｅｎａndmentoparticipateinhouseworkandchildrearing 

equally,theoptionsinclude“women,seconomicindependence,shortening 

ofworktime,menparticipatingactivelyinhouseworkandchildrearing， 
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ｗｏｍｅｎstronglygettmgmentoparticipate,womenteachingmenabout 

houseworkandchildrearing，notnecessarytoshare.”（J-l73，Chiyoda 

Ward,Ｊｕｌｙ２００ｑＨｌ３:145）Theresponsesputtheburdenonwomen-

economicindependence，teachingandgettingmentodohouseｗｏｒｋ－ 

ａｎｄｔｈｅｖａｇｕｅｏｐｔｉｏｎｏｆ“menparticipatingactively'',whichisessentially 

arepetitionofthequestionalsofailtosuggestviablealternativestothe 

unequalgenderdivisionimpliedinthequestion・

Similarly,questionsaboutwomenandhouseworkareaskedmaway 

consistentwithdominantconceptionsofgenderroledivision:whetherit 

isbetterforwomentotakｅｃａｒｅｏｆｔｈｅｅｌｄｅｒｌｙ，whetherwomenshould 

takecareofchildren，whetherwomenoshappinessliesinmarriageand 

thereforeshouldnotworkthroughouttheirlives,ａｎｄｓｏｏｎＷｈｅｔｈｅｒ 

ｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｓａｒｅａｓｋｅdaboutconventionalorhitherto“unconventional,， 

rolesformenandwomen,byfocusingonlyononeoption,theyinadver‐ 

tent]yreinforcethegenderdivisionbetweenroles、Altemativequestions

arepossible、Ｆｏｒexample,ｏｎｅｃａｎａｓｋａｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｗｉｔｈａｌｉｓｔｏｆｈousehold

tasksandaskwhetheritisｓｔｒａｎｇｅｆｏｒｍｅｎａｎｄｆｏｒｗｏｍｅｎｔｏｄｏａｎyof 

thesetasks，Suchaquestiondenaturalizestheconnectionbetween 

womenandhouseholdtasksbyaskingquestionsaboutｔｈｅｍｔｏｂｏｔｈ 

ｗｏｍｅｎａｎｄｍｅｎ・

Besidesquestionsonthedivisionoflabor,thereareafewquestions 

aboutpowerrelationsbetweenmenandwomen,Ｆｏｒexample,thereisa 

questionlikethefolloWing： 

‘Ｗｈａｔｉｓｙｏｕｒｖｉｅｗｏｎｔｈｅｆｏｌｌｏｗｉｎｇａｓpectsinsociallife：thewife 

needsthehusbandspermissiontogooutforleisureactivities?”（A-39D， 

TaitoWardFebruary2002.Ｈ１４:144） 

Again,ｗｈａｔｔｈｅｓｅｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｓｄｏｉｓｔｏｒｅｉｔｅｒatedominantbehavioral 

andideologicalnormsaboutgenderrelationsinthefamilywithoutallow‐ 

ingforanalternativewayofthinkingthatchallengessuchastatusquo、

Aquestionthatallowsanimaginatioｎｏｆａｌternativecanbewritten,ａｇａｉｎ 

ｎｏｔｂｙａｓｋｉｎｇａｂｏｕｔｊｕｓｔｍｅｎｏｒwomen,butparallelquestionsabout 

both・Ｆｏｒexample,onecanwriteaquestionlikethis:“Ｄｏｙｏｕｔｈｉｎｋｔｈａｔ
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husbandandwifeshouldseekpermissionfromeachotherinanyofthe 

following：goingoutforleisureactivities，spendingalargeamountof 

money,…'，Byputtinghusbandandwifesidebyside,suchaquestionwill 

allowrespondentstothinkaboutcontrolandpowerinconjugalrelations 

generally,insteadofstayingwithinthedominantunidimensionalpara‐ 

digmofmenyieldingmorepoweroverwomenandjudgingwhetherthat 

isacceptableornot、

FoUowingthesamelineofreasoning,thefewquestionsintheJapa‐ 

nesesurveysaboutgenderinequalityinthefamilyareimportantinoffer‐ 

ingadifferentｗａｙｏｆｔｈｉｎｋｉｎｇａｂｏｕｔｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｙ・Genderinequalityis

usuallyconceivedasanissuebelongingtothepublicspherelnasking 

aboutinequaliｔｙｉｎｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｙ，thesequestionsopenupthefamilyfor 

criticalanalysis． 

Zvbepmb蛇、ｏｆ”ome犯怠empIoUme"'

Theconstructionofgendereddivisionbetweenfamilyandworkre‐ 

sponsibilitiesinJapanesesurveysisaccomplishedmoredirectlythrough 

questionsrelatedtowomen'semploymentWhilethesequestionsarenot 

groupedundertheheadingof“thefamily,'，Ithinkitmeritsabriefdiscus‐ 

sionhere． 

Ｉnanearlieranalysisof699pollquestionsrelatedtoemploymentin 

surveysconductedbetweenl975-l995inJapanlfoundthatthequestions 

constructwomen,semploymentasaproblembymakingwomen，ｓｅｍ‐ 

ploymentsomethingtobeexplained,ｓｏｍｅｔｈｉｎｇｔｈａｔｉｓｔｏｂｅｄｅｃｉｄｅｄｎｏｔ 

ｂｙｔｈｅｗｏｍａｎｈｅｒｓｅｌｆ０ａｎｄｓｏｍｅｔｈｉｎｇｔｏｂｅａｓｓｅｓｓｅｄｉｎｔｅｒｍｓｏｆｇoodand 

badpoints，Further,ａｗｏｍａｎ,slifecourseisalsoanissueforpublicdis‐ 

cussion（Khor2002)． 

Questionsonwomen'semploymentconstructtheideathaｔｗｏｍｅｎ's 

employmentneedstobejustified・Atypicalquestionaskssimplyasks，

"Ｆｏｒｗｈａｔｐｕｒｐｏｓｅｓａｒｅｙｏｕｗｏｒｋｉｎｇｎｏｗ?，,、Andthewomanrespondent

issupposeｄｔｏｃｈｏｏｓｅｔｗｏｏｒｔｈｒｅｅａｎｓｗｅｒｓｆｒｏｍａｌｉｓｔｔｈａｔｍａｙｃｏｎｔａｉｎ 

ｕｐｔｏｌ３ｉｔｅｍｓ,including,ｆｏｒexample“tohelphouseholdfinances,”“tｏ 
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helpcoverlivingexpenses沙`toaccumulatecapitalforchildren0seduca-

tionalexpenses，ｂｕｙｉｎｇａｈｏｍｅ，etc.,”“toobtainmoneythatlcanuse 

freely,”“tosaveforfutureuse,，，“towidenmyperspective,'，“tomake 

friends/'andsoon・Thereasons,giveningreatdetail,suggestthatawo-

man,sdecisｉｏｎｔｏｓｅｅｋｅｍｐｌｏｙｍｅｎｔｉｓｏｒｓｈｏｕｌｄｂetheresultofacareful 

deliberateｐｒｏｃｅｓｓｉｎｓｔｅａｄｏｆｓｏｍｅｔｈｉｎｇｔｏｂｅｔakenforgranted，unlike 

men0semploymentforwhichnoquestionswereaskedinclosetｏ７００ｑｕｅｓ‐ 

tionsbetweenl975-l995・

Women,ｓｅｍｐｌｏｙｍｅｎｔｉｓａｌｓｏｓｏｍｅｔｈｉｎｇｔｏｂｅdecidednotbythe 

womanherselfgiventhemanyquestionsaskedaboutwomen,ｓｅｍｐｌｏｙ－ 

ｍｅｎｔｔｏｂｏｔｈｍｅｎａｎｄｗｏｍｅｎＴｈｅ“public,Ⅲｉｓｉｎｖｉｔｅｄｔｏｃｏｍｍｅｎｔｏｎ 

ｗｏｍｅｎ，semploymentthroughquestionslikｅｔｈｅｓｅ:“Ａｒｅｙｏｕｏｐｐｏｓｅｄｔｏ 

ｏｒｄｏｙｏｕａｇｒｅｅｗｉｔｈｗｏｍｅｎｓｅｍｐｌｏｙｍｅｎｔ?'，“Ｄｏｙｏｕｆｉｎｄｗｏｍｅｎ'ｓｅｍ‐ 

ploymentdesirable?”㈹Ｄｏｙｏｕｔｈｉｎｋ，generallyspeaking，thatwomen

shouldwork?"・Further，questionsareaskedaboutthegoodandbad

effectsofwomensemploymentonherself,ｈｅｒfamily，andthesociety・

Indeed，thequestionsgobeyondwomen'ｓｅｍｐｌｏｙｍｅｎｔｔｏｔｈｅｉｒ“ideal” 

life-coursedefinedprimarilybymarriageandchildren 

Thequestionsdiscussedaboveweregroupedunder“employment.” 

Checkingthesameheadings6in2002ｉｎｔｈｅＵＳ,databaselreliedonfor 

thepresentａｎａｌｙｓｉｓｄｉｄｎｏｔｔｕｒｎｕｐａｎｙｑｕｅｓｔｉｏnscomparabletowhatl 

foundinthepollquestionsinJapan,showingagaintheconstructionofa 

gender-neutralrealityintheAmericansurveys． 

Implicationsofthepresentanalysiｓ 

lnthisanalysisofpollquestionsrelatedtothefamilyintheUnited 

StatesandJapanconductedbetween2000-2002,ｗｅｃａｎｓｅｅｔｈａｔｆｉｒｓｔ,in 

thesurveysinbothcountries,pollquestionsprivilegethenucleａｒｆａｍｉｌｙ 

ａｓｔｈｅ“normal”ｆｏｒｍｏｆｆａｍｉｌｙ,problematizingalternativeformsｔｈｒｏｕｇｈ 

ｔｈｅｕｓｅｏｆｑuestionsthatinviteopinionsoneitherthenormonlyorthe 

deviationsonlywithoutallowingforaconsiderａｔｉｏｎｏｆｂｏｔｈａｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅ 
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timeinparallelquestionsSecond,whilethefamilyisconstructedasa 

genderedinstitutionthroughtheJapanesequestions,non-genderednessis 

presentedintheAmericanquestions・Suchdifferenceisparticularlyap‐

parentlyinquestionsrelatedtoparenting/parent-childrelationships,faｍ‐ 

ilyandworkresponsibilities,andquestionsrelatedtowomen'semploy‐ 

ｍｅｎｔ 

Ａｎｏｂｖｉｏｕｓｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｃａｎｔｈｕｓｂｅraise｡：Don'tthesequestionsjust 

"reflect0,realityandhencewhattheanalysisshowshereismerelystating 

theobvious？ 

First，thebasicassumptionof‘Ireflectingreality'，ｉｓｔｈａｔｒｅalityis 

fixed,unambiguousandcanbe"reflectedo,orcapturedaccurately（Berger 

andLuckmann,1966)．However,whatrdliketoofferhereisanalter､a‐ 

tiveperspectivetoseerealityasacomplexwholethatincludesinterpreta‐ 

tions,enactments,ａｎｄａｃｔｉｏｎｓＴｈｅｒｅｉｓｎｏ“reality''toreflect,butonly 

unstablesocialpatternstointerpret・Intheactofinterpreting,onealso

createsreality・

Ｔｈｅｉｍｐortantpointtonotehereisthatthereareofcourseobjective 

indicators，buttheseindicatorsdonotbecometｈｅ“reality'，ｉｎpeople,s 

livesuntiltheyhavebeenconstructedassuchForexample,statistically， 

therearestay-at-homefathersinboththeUnitedStatesandJapanHow‐ 

ever，regardlessｏｆａｃｔｕａｌｎｕｍｂｅｒｓ－ｗｈｉｃｈａｒｅｕｎｋｎｏｗnatpresent-

thegeneralimpressioｎｉｓｔｈａｔｔｈｅｒｅａｒｅ“more，，suchfathersintheUnited 

StatesthaninJapanHavmgastay-at-homehusbandorfatherismade 

intorealitybｙｍａｓｓｍｅｄｉａｃｏｖｅｒａｇｅａｓｗｅｌｌａｓother“officialtexts，pcircu‐ 

latinginsociety,includingpublicopinionpolls・Ｆｏｒexample,ifquestions

wereaskedaboutwhetherfather“can”－insteadof“should”－takecare 

ofchildren,theassumptionofthenaturalnessofmotherstakingcareof 

childrenismoredirectlyunderminedlfadditionalquestionswereasked 

about“actual''stay-at-homefathers,ｔheybecomeevenmorecoretoreal‐ 

ｉｔｙｓｉｎｃｅｔｈｅｙａｒｅｇｉｖｅｎｏｒａｒｅａｓｋｅｄtobegivenconcreteexistence 

Anotherissuethatshouldbefurtherconsideredistheimplicationsof 

genderednessandnon-genderednessinthequestions・Ｉｔｓｅｅｍｓｑｕｉｔｅ
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obviousthattheU､Ssurveyssteerquiteaggressivelyawayfromgender‐ 

ingrolesordecisionsinthefamily・Thisdepartsfromknownpatternsof

behaviorthattherearemorestay-at-homemothersthanfathersandthat 

womenstilldomorehouseworkthanｍｅｎｄｏ（seaforexample,Hesse‐ 

BiberandCarter2000；ReskinandPadavicl994)．DoesthisnoL 

genderednessinthequestionsfunctiontohelppeopleimaginealter‐ 

nativestoextantpatternofdivisionofroles？Itprobablydoestosome 

extent,ｂｕｔａｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅｔｉｍｅ,infailingtorecognizethegenderednessof 

thedivisionaltogether,itmightinadvertentlymaskgenderinequalitybｙ 

ｆｒａｍｉｎｇｔｈｅｄｅｃｉｓｉｏｎａｓｏｎｅｏｆｃｏｓｔandbenefitswithrespecttotimeand 

finances,ｏｒ,inotherwords,asindividualdecisionsinsteadoftheopera‐ 

tionsoftheinstitutionsofgender,familyandwork・Ignoringmaterial

genderdivisionshasthesameeffectasignoringalternativearrangements 

likestay-at-homefathers・Tobalancethesenon-genderedquestionsand

tofosteranalternativeimagination，morequestionsprobingworking 

women，sneedsandthegendereffectsofcurrentworkenvironment 

shouldbeasked． 

ConcludingThoughts 

Giventhatthestatusquoisconstitutedbyinequalitybetweenmen 

andwomen,aratherrigiddivisionofroles,andarestrictivedefinitionof 

thefamily，theabilitytoimaginealternativesisimportanttocreate 

changesinthestatusquotowardsmoreequalityandmorefreedomfor 

everyoneTheabilitytoimaginealternativesisconstitutedbymyriad 

institutions,ａｎｄｏｎｅｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｉｎｓｔｉｔｕｔｉｏｎｉｎｔｈisregardinmodernsoci‐ 

etyisopinionpolling、Ｔｈｉｓｐａｐｅｒｗｏｕｌｄｈａｖｅａｃｈｉｅｖｅｄｉｔｓｐｕｒｐｏｓｅｉｆｉｔ

ｈａｓｓｈｏｗｎｈｏｗｏｐｉｎｉｏｎｐｏllsconstructaparticularrealitythroughtheir 

questionsandresponsecategoriesandifithasstartedusthinkingabout 

alternatives． 
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AppendixA 

OverviewofquestionsanalyzedinopinionpollsintheUSAanｄｉｎＪａｐａｎ 

ＵＳＡ 

〃 Ｅｍ加pル

Japan 
〃 EｍｍｐＪｃ 

Parenting/Parent‐ 
childRelationship 

168 ``Ｈｏｗｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｉｔｉｓｆｏｒ 
ｙｏｕｒｃｈｉ１ｄｔｏｌｅａｒｎｔｏｂｅ 
ｗｅｌｌｌｉｋｅｄｏｒｐｏｐｕｌａｒ?"(Ａ-
157,GeneralSocialSurveys1 
Ｍａｙ2001） 

9２ "Ｗｈａｔｙｏｕｄｏｗａｎｔｆｏｒｃｈｉｌ－ 
ｄｒｅｎａｓａｎadultorparent： 
"emphasisonchildren，sself‐ 
direction；emphasisonpar． 
ents,/adults,guidance；nei． 

柵W繩鐡… April 

Compositionof 
theｆａｍｉｌｙ 

1１ 
００ 

Howmanychildrenwould 
youliketohave?”（Ａ-149, 
NationalUrbanLeague， 
2001） 

６ "Ｄｏｙｏｕｔｈｉｎｋｉｔｓｔｒａｎｇｅ 
ｔｈａｔｏｌｄｅｒｐｅopleliveto‐ 
getherwithotheroldpeo‐ 
pleinsteadofwiththeir 
childre､?,．（J-211；Yomiuri1 
January,2001,Ｈ13:303） 

DivisionofLabor ７ 
００ 

Inyourfamily，ｗｈｏｔａｋｅｓ 
ｃａｒｅｏｆｍｏｓｔｏｆｔｈｅｄａｙｔｏ 
ｄａｙｎｅｅｄｓｏｆthechildren:ｉｓ 
ｉｔｍｏｍ，dadIisitequally 
splitbetweeｎｔｈｅｔｗｏｏｆ 
ｙｏｕ１ｏｒｉｓｉｔｓｏｍｅｏｎｅelse?” 
(A-11,PublicAgendaFoun‐ 
dation,October2002） 

1９ 
００ 

Ｈｏｗｍｕｃｂｄｏｙｏｕｄｏｅａｃｈ 
ofthefollowing:houseｗｏｒｋ 
(Cooking,cleaningupafter 
eating，cleaning，１ 
ｗｏｒｋａｒｏｕｎｄｔｈｅ WllU:1３ 
childrearing（bathing,play‐ 
ing,changingdiapers1feed‐ 
ｍ９， 

vities， 
school-relatedacti‐ 

personalcare)…叩（J－
194；KawasakiINovember 
2000,Ｈ13:１１） 

RoleandPoweT／ 
Ｆａｍｉｌｙａｎｄｗｏｒｋ 

5５ 
6J 

Ｄｏｙｏｕａｇｒｅｅｏｒｄｉｓａｇｒｅｅ 
thatfamilylifesuffersbe‐ 
cause（parentsare）concent 
ratingtoomuch 
(Ａ-30,Genera］ 
veys,Ｍａｙ2001） 

ｏｎwork?伽

SocialＳｕｒ‐ 

1０１ "Whatdoyouthinkabout 
this:men,ｓｊｏｂｉｓｔｏｗｏｒｋ， 
andwomen,sjobistotake 
careofthefamily?”（J-l84； 
Nerima,July2000,Ｈ13:165） 

Familyrelations／ 
Familyｌｉｆｅ 

2４ "Wouldyousaythatyou 
areverysatisfied，ｓｏｍｅ‐ 
whatsatisfied,ｏｒｎｏｔｓａｔｉｓ‐ 
fiedwithyourfamilyrela‐ 
tionships?'，（Ａ－８１，Virginia 
Polytechniclnstitute＆State 
University,2000） 

3８ 
4４ 

Ｄｏｙｏｕｈａｖｅｃｏｎｔａｃｔｍｏｒｅ 
withｍｅｎ（brothers）ｏｒ 
women(sisters)ｉｎｙｏｕｒｆａ‐ 
mily?,,（J-63,JapanBroad‐ 
castingAssociation，ＮＣ‐ 
vember2001,Ｈ１４:343） 

Valuesrelatedto 

thefamily 

1６ "Ｗｈａｔｄｏｙｏｕｔｈｉｎｋａｂｏｕｔ 
ｈａｖｉｎｇｂａｂｙｏutsideofmar‐ 
riage?”（A-124,GallupPoII， 
Ｍａｙ21,2002） 

6１ "Whatdoyouthinkabout 
thefamily:（e)Ｏｎｅｃａｎｌｉｖｅ 
ａｆｕｌｌｌｉｆｅｉｆｏｎｅｈａｓchild‐ 

ren?,,(J-4EiPrimeMinister，ｓ 
Office,May20011H14:１４） 

Other 2９ 
`‘ 

Areyourchildren，soppor‐ 
tunitiestosucceedbetter 

thanyouhad?'，（Ａ-225,Ｄｅ・
mocraticLeadershipCoun‐ 
cil,Marcｈ29,2000） 

９ ``Whattypeofsocialsup‐ 
ｐｏｒｔisneededtohelpwith 
childrearing?'，(J-162,Ehi‐ 
ｍｅ，November2000pH13： 
100） 

Total ３１０ 326 
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Ｎｏｔｅｓ 

拳ThisprojectwasstartedjointlywithKamanoSaori,ｆｒｏｍwhosepractical

helpandanalyticalinsightslhavebenefitedgreatly・SakaiMichierualso

providedmuchneededresearchassistanceforthepresentanalysiaespe‐ 

ｃｉａＵｙｗｉｔｈｒｅｇａｒｄｔｏｔｈｅＵＳ・data

lThefollowingthreesub-sectionsdrawextensivelyfromanearlierpublica‐ 

tionentitled“TheConstructionofGenderthroughPublicOpinionPollsin 

Japan:Ｔｈｅ“Problem"ｏｆWomen,sEmployment，，（Khor2002)． 

２ＢａｓｅｄｏｎｔｈｅＵＳｍｏｄｅｌ,IbTokeupsub-questionsondifferenttopics（e､ga 

questionondivorce,andaquestiononmarriage）intheJapanesesurveys 

intotwosepａｒａｔｅｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｓａｎｄｃａｍｅｕｐｗｉｔｈｔｈｅcountaccordingly、For

anoverviewofthequestions1seeAppendixA、

３ThisinformationisforidentificationfoTquestionsintheU･Ssurveys．“Ａ－ 

193,,istheidentificationcodeforthisquestioniKaiserFamilyFoundation 

thepollingorganization，ａｎｄＭＭａｒｃｈ８，200ｒ、ｔｈｅｄａｔｅｔｈｅｐｏＵｗａｓｃｏｎ‐

ductedThedateisnotavailableforaUsurveyscited 

４ＴｈｅmformationisforidentificationofquestionsintheJapanesesurveys． 

“J－８０，，istheidentificationcode,“NationalFederationofPTAwthepolling 

organization，``October,2001,'ｔｈｅｍonthandvearthepollwasconducted， 

ａｎｄ“Ｈ１４：377`,ｔｈｅａｓｓｉｇｎｅｄｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆｔｈｅｓｕｒｖｅｙｉｎｔｈｅ２００２ｖｏｌｕｍｅ 

（Ｈｅiseil4)． 

５Further,notethatthesestatisticsarenotqualitativelyanymore“real，，than 

theopinionpolls，Ｉｎｄｅｅｄ，whichstatisticsarecollectedarepoliticaldeci‐ 

sionsthatshapetherealityofindividualsbyprovidingcertaininformation 

andwithholdingotherinformationForexample,women'ｓｅｍｐｌoymentby 

maritalstatusandnumberofchildrenistypicallypresentedinpublic,but 

notparallelinformationonmen'semployment、Ｗｈｉｌｅｉｔｉｓｓａｆｅｔｏａｓｓｕｍｅ

ｔｈａｔｍｅｎ，ｓｅｍｐｌｏｙｍｅｎｔｌｅｖｅｌｄｏｅｓｎｏｔｃｈａｎｇｅａccordingtotheirfamily 

status,presentingparallelinformationonmen，semploymentwiUdislodｇｅ 

ｔｈｅ“natural”connectionbetweenwomensemploymｅｎｔａｎｄｆａｍｉｌｙｓｔａｔｕｓ 

ａｎｄｃｈａｎｇｅｏｕｒconsciousnessinlhinkingaboutfamilyandwork，Another 

exampleofselectivepresentationof10objective',dataisthepublicationof 

researchｅｓｔｈａｔｓｈｏｗ“sexdifferencesMtotheexclusionoｆｔｈｅｍｏｒｅｎｕｍｅｒ‐ 

ｏusstudiesshowingalackof"sexdifferences.,（Connell,1987)． 

６Keywordscheckedinclude：“ｅｍｐｌｏｙｍｅｎｔ.,，“employers,,,．`employees,” 

“women，working,”“women，discriminationagainst,”“women，general,,， 

“women,ｒｉｇｈｔｓｍｏｖｅｍｅｎｔ.，’ 
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