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He has gone to the pains of obtaining an excellent training in the methods of Western historians and
so has acquired skill in the patient collection and evaluation of material and objectivity in interpreta-
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tion. As a result, this first serious attempt to tell the story of the beginnings of Protestant activity in Ko-
rea is so excellent that the book ought never to need to be undertaken again, and all future writers and stu-
dents of Christianity in Korea must make themselves familiar with Dr. Paik’s work. He has performed
his selfassigned task so well that all who are in any interested in the introduction of Protestantism to Ko-
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rea must forever be his debtors.
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The ancients regarded primitive times as the lost age of gold, themedievals esteemed almost all previ-
ous as happier than their own. The Humanists of the Renaissance longed for a return of the age of Augus-
tus and the Reformers sought to restore the purity of the Apostolic era. But beginning in the seven-
teeth century, men began to look forward and not back, to the future and not to the past for the era of per-
fection. The recason for this is simply the triumph of science. The concept of progress became a univer-
sal worldview in the nineteeth century and subsequently brought about the age of optimism. That soft op-
timism has continued into our contemporary pcriod of revolutions.

When we turn our attention to the eastern world, we find somewhat similar developments. The idea
of transformation and change is as old as the ancient peoples of China and her neighboring countries.
The Book of change (ju-yok), which has come down from time immemorial to the present, tells us that
when the development of anything brings it to one extreme, a reverse to the other extreme occurs. In
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terms of Hegelian philosophy, everything involves its own negation. The ancient book says that an ex-
tremity brings about change, change brings about communication which in turn brings about perma-
nence. The object of all change, however, was to return to the golden mean, the preventive of extrem-
ity in all things, Without going futher in attempts to clarify Chinese philosophy in the presence of our lea-
rncd Chinese colleagues, I would like to observe that the East and West have had similar experiences in
this search for a golden age in the past, till we now meet on the common ground of faith in progress un-

(8)

der the guidance of science and history.
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Our authority believes that progress is a social acquisition. Since manis a rational being, he develops
his potential capacities by accumulating the experience of past generations. Thus progress is possible thr-
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ough the transmission of acquired thought and skill from generation to generation.
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