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Lichiu Islands:background information and sovereignty question 7/12/1943 (K& NN *—
LRKIER John, ¥. Masland [l M BEQHERO ORI

Inhabitants of Liuchiu Islands have complex racial backgrounds and are somewhat
different from the Japanese, The original population was probably of hairy race such as
the Ainu or Kumaso. A Malay stock similar to that of the natives of Formasa came from the
south and mongoloid stock came from the north by way of Korea.
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In recent centuries settlers have also come from China and Japan. The original strain is
still noticeable among the rural people, whereas Chinese influence is mixed in the cities.
Most of the higher officials and schoolteachers are of Japanese stock. The prevailing
language is Liuchiuan, which differs from Japanese about as Portugues does from Spanish.
Standard Japanese is taught in schools and is understood and spoken by many of the people
in cities and towns

PN QEE<BE MR NN N Lr#te” SERLEREDDOSMS e
14. PEOPLE
141.Racial Characteristics Racial Status

Despite the close ethnic relationship between Japanese and Ryuku islands, and their
linguistic kinship, the people of the archipelago are not regarded by the Japanese as
their racial equals. They are Hoowna down upon, as it were, as poor cousins from the
country, with peculiar rustic ways of their own, and are consequently discriminated
against in various ways.

The islanders, on the other hand, have no sense of inferiority but rather take pride in

their own traditions and in their longstanding cultural ties with China. Inherent in the
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relations between the Ryuku people and Japanese, therefore, are potential seeds of
dissention out of which political capital might be made. It is almost certain that
militarism and fanatical patriotism have been but slightly developed, if at all, in the
island population’
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files.04. Civil Information
Civilian Attitude

After two weeks observation, it is agreed that civilian population is humble, docile,
cooperative, unambitious and amenable’

ER<BOR<PEDI SV 0ERA HB#D VOIEDHQ 20 3 EBIHIKER Ovro g
HE FEETREE O ok h D A VEOVEC 20 i SHiE NHIIH QB
HHIQRB WO M S U D2 N KE-HB 040 R UIR<E L0 Q248 S MR W 5100° FE-H 8w
HEQ oIS M Se°
18 December 1946
Dear Professor Tozzer

I regret that I have nothing to send you that bears cleavage between the Okinawans and
the Japanese. We found very little evidence that such a cleavage was important to
Okinawans. On the part of the Okinawans there seemed to be little antipathy for the
Japanese. So for the Japanese there were too few (other than the members of the armed
forces) to allow for such an observation. -
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o W A Hanna “Okinaya Ten Years Later” (December 23, 1955)
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The main subjects of instruction in the reopened schools were reading, writing and arithmatic
with English, Okinawa history and geography, world history, and geography and hugiene being
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taught where facilies permitted. Instructions in Japanese “ethics” and all nationalistic or
militaristic subjects were strictly forbidden. School texts have been carefully checked to
qu<n=~ dissemination of imformation in conflict with democratic principles and prejudicial to
American ideas and policies. (Dt K&H' HRKIMEFXIESLRR)
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