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The Concept of Watershed-Based Sustainable Economy

Eiichiro NISHIZAWA

{Abstract)

This paper discusses the concept of watershed-based sustainable
economy, which the nonprofit organization “River Reaches ECO System,
IWATE, Japan” proposes in order for the economy to be compatible with the
environment in the modern society. We advocate that a sustainable
economy should be created in a watershed basis. Environmental and
resource conservation could be performed by entrepreneurs through viable
business. The organization focuses on research and development, and seeks
to provide business models which make good use of local resources,
organize them effectively, and construct sustainable flow of material and
energy. The initiative of watershed-based economy is the innovative practice

of “Regionalism,” attracted attention of the Japanese in the 1970s.



