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Are phonemes perceptually real?: An examination of the parallel phoneme-syllable
processing model

ISHIKAWA, Kiyoshi
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This Broject aimed at teasing apart the hypothesis that only syllables are
perceptually real (the "Syllables Only" Hypothesis) on the on hand, vs. the hypothesis that both
phonemes and syllables are psychologically real units perceived in parallel (the "Parallel
Perception of Phonemes and Syllables™ Hypothesis) on the other.

The experiment had to be continued until the end of the grant period, which, together with various
other problems, has so far prevented the completion of the final statistical analyses. However,
according to a preliminary analysis, the obtained data do suggest that the "Parallel Perception of
Phonemes and Syllables™ Hypothesis is superior to the "Syllables Only" Hypothesis. The validity of
tﬂis conc%usion will be further examined through the final statistical analyses to be performed in
the near future.
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