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Labor Movement and Union Divide in a Local Firm
after the Formation of Sohyo
- An oral history interview with Mr. Hoshika and Mr. Fujii

NAGUMO Chiaki
UMEZAKI Osamu

This paper is an oral history of the leaders
of Sumitomo Heavy Industries labor union, Mr.
Hoshika and Mr. Fujii. The union was formed
right after the WWII; however, majority of the
members withdrew and formed a new union
in 1972. Mr. Hoshika and Mr. Fujii, who were

part of the minority members who remained

108

loyal to the union, describe the union divide.
This paper illustrates the history of the labor
movement in a local firm after the formation
of Sohyo (General Council of Trade Unions of
Japan) and the resultant union divide, about
which historical material is rarely available.



