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Mission Statements and Library Missions
(By Naoto Ueda, Hosei University Library)

This article discusses what mission statements can mean and how they play a role in libraries. First
of all, the author considers the meaning of "mission" by clarifying similar concepts, and explains
what mission statements are, from the management and marketing points of view. Then, the author
discusses the specialties and functions of library missions, refers to several good practices using
mission statements in libraries, and mentions procedures and cautions for writing a mission
statement. The author states his conclusion that libraries fundamentally need clear missions and
clarifying missions in libraries is becoming more and more important because of recent social

changes and financial crisis.
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